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and the Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd, Webster City, Iowa 

 

Bishop Michael Last, Intentional Interim Rector for St. Mark’s:  lastm46@gmail.com 
Admin Support:  stmarksadmin@frontier.com 

 

St. Mark’s: 515-576-2019     St. Mark’s Fax: 515-576-0632      Good Shepherd: 515-832-2707 
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Fall & Spring Episcopal Iowa 

Creation Stewards Events 
 

“Stewards of Our Lakes” 

Saturday, September 30, 2-4 p.m. 

Trinity Episcopal Church 

2219 Main St, Emmetsburg, Iowa 

 

“Grinnell Prairie Crawl” 

Saturday, October 7, 2-4 p.m. 

Begins at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 

1026 State St, Grinnell, Iowa 

(Also tours Grinnell College and 

Moffett Prairies) 

 

“Prairie, Bioswale, and Rain Gardens for an 

Urban Churchyard” 

Saturday, April 21, 2018 time tba 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

2400 Middle Rd, Bettendorf, Iowa 

 

“Promoting Pollinators” 

Saturday, April 21, 2018 time tba 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

3120 E 24th St, Des Moines, Iowa 

 
Everyone in the Diocese is invited…and your friends!! 

 

 
 

They’re Back!  Those wonderful Church Bulletins!  Thank God 
for the church ladies with typewriters.  These sentences 
actually appeared in church bulletins or were announced at 
church services: 

 
Don’t let worry kill you off—let the church help. 
 
Scouts are saving aluminum cans, bottles and other items to 
be recycled.  Proceeds will be used to cripple children. 
 
The ladies of the church have cast off clothing of every kind.  
They may be seen in the basement on Friday afternoon. 
 
The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the 
congregation would lend him their electric girdles for the 
pancake breakfast next Sunday. 

 

 

 

“A Place Away” 
 
St. Mark’s is now sponsoring a Sunday radio 
program, A Place Away, on station KVFDFM 1400.  
Produced by Bishop Michael Last, the program is 
now in its fourth year.  It will air every Sunday 
morning on station KVFD from 7:00 to 7:30 a.m. 
 
The program features music, reflection, and 
readings of faith and is particularly designed to 
speak to someone who may not be well 
acquainted with Sunday morning worship.  The 
broadcast started airing in north Iowa, but now 
has listeners in southern Minnesota and Central 
Iowa. 
 
If you live within the reaches of KVFDFM 1400 
radio, we recommend that you listen this 
Sunday and sample this delightful broadcast—
and then tell your friends! 
 
 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=text+separator&hl=en&sa=X&biw=1280&bih=575&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=ma6hEuvyOvjotM:&imgrefurl=http://community.livejournal.com/the_lj_reboot/2782.html&docid=fHq3-gIyUHSYxM&imgurl=http://img.photobucket.com/albums/v388/grrliz/other/layouts/flexisquares/notlisteningentrybg.gif&w=265&h=26&ei=NM2eT9WeLKrl0QHntf2kDw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=317&vpy=325&dur=2096&hovh=23&hovw=241&tx=147&ty=25&sig=113110611592050920121&page=4&tbnh=23&tbnw=241&start=64&ndsp=25&ved=1t:429,r:20,s:64,i:271
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Good Shepherd & St. Mark’s 

Joint Picnic and Service 

Sunday, August 6 
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I offer bits and pieces as my newsletter article this month as there seems so                                  

much to be thinking about. 

 

CHAPTER MEETING: St. Marks was host to the North Central Chapter 

meeting of the Diocese. There was a splendid turn out. Contrary to what 

one might think we spent much of our time talking about the budget of the 

Diocese. Ann Wagner comptroller from the Bishop's office was present to give an extensive 

presentation of how our partner dollars are put to work extending the congregations ministry 

far beyond the local parish. For many this was an eye opening experience, primarily because we 

were able to see the partnership of congregations enables ministry, not only in the regional 

diocese, not only in the Episcopal Church, but literally around the world. I sense we all came 

away rejoicing in the broad impact our sharing dollars make as outreach to the world.  A 

wonderful lunch was shared, good fellowship enjoyed, and it was good to hear of the 

developments in chapter congregations. 

 

HOUSTON: We have an opportunity to reach out to brothers and sisters in Houston 

experiencing an unprecedented flood through the outreach of the Episcopal Church.  A check 

written to St. Mark's with a memo notation: Flood Relief-Houston will get money on its way to 

support relief efforts. We need to look beyond ourselves and realize that thousands of 

individuals, families, children, churches, pets, the elderly, the poor, are in desperate need of 

help and we have the capacity to make a difference. 

 

MIDWAY THROUGH INTERIM: Time flies when you're have fun. As Interim Rector I will be 

recommending to Bishop Scarfe that we take stock about our current circumstances. Are we 

ready to begin the search for a permanent rector?  Likely not.  We have yet to be clear about 

future direction for St. Mark's ministry.  We have shared ministry with Good Shepherd church 

in Webster City.  Might there be another parish with which to share in regional ministry?  I 

believe we are stable enough to begin asking the questions that will help to inform our next 

chapter. 

 

GOD IS WORKING AMONG US: Have you noticed? More recently we have been blessed with a 

goodly number of visitors.  It is so important to be a welcoming congregation. Your hello and 

personal welcome is critical to making those who visit want to come again.  You are the front line 

of hospitality.  A smile and a handshake go a long way...and oh, yes, invite them to sign the 

guestbook so we follow up with a personal note. 

 

BOB SMITH, a member here at St. Marks has moved to Friendship Haven.  In closing up his 

apartment, he has a number of books he no longer has room for in his new setting and has asked 

Paw Prints from St. Mark’s 
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if there might be interest by folks at St. Mark who would have to read them.  In looking over 

the selection he has share with us, I am confident that if you are a reader, and like reading 

about the Christian Faith, the church, theology, then we may have a book to loan you.  They will 

be on display in the reading nook just outside the church office.  When finished, bring them 

back so others might have an opportunity to read them. 

 

A WONDERFUL GIFT: Bob Smith has generously given his car to the church since he no longer 

has use for it. And what a fine car it is!  A 2005 Cadillac.  It looks like new. The vehicle has a 

hundred five thousand miles. It has nearly every option, including sunroof, and is in like new 

condition ...candy apple red! The church is asking $6,500. Proceeds from the sale of the car will 

be given to St. Mark's.  If you have an interest in looking at the car, contact John Daniel or 

Bishop Michael. 

 

THANK YOU: Just a personal note to say thank you to all who have been such a joy to work 

with. It seems we are making good progress during this interim period ...so many of you are 

pitching in with whatever is needed. Special thanks to Esther Merrill and Jennifer Zhai for 

stepping out of their comfort zone to be our prime time players in the recent Sunday morning 

drama, our wonderful cantors, organist, acolytes, and ushers who make Sunday morning worship 

so special. Thanks too for those who prepare food, coffee hour treats, and who give of their 

time to plan, administer, pitch in. The office staff and sexton are great partners in keeping the 

church running smoothly. 

 

+Bishop Michael 

 

 



 

7 

 
 

  

 

 
“WOOLKLIPPINGS” 

FROM GOOD SHEPHERD 
 

 OUR GOOD SHEPHERD:  While driving by Good Shepherd on Sunset Drive, slow down, look in the side window 

and see Jesus, the good shepherd, looking out to the world.  Come into Good Shepherd and peek in the window 
and see Jesus, the good shepherd, surrounded by beauty in the courtyard.  It is a place of serenity and peace.  
Thank you to all who have had a part in it…planning the courtyard beauty, removing the rock, moving the statue, 
laying the paving stones, planting the flowers, maintaining a lovely space. 
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 CHURCH SCHOOL  is starting September 24 at Good Shepherd.  Treyton is moving up to Larry Bucknam’s 

class…Hunter is interested in being confirmed…Larry is going to tailor the curriculum to include 
confirmation preparation…what do we believe in?  What is the history of the church?  How do I fit in?  The 
good questions. 

 
Debby will do September and October for the other class using Lesson Plans that Work from the National 
Episcopal Church.  Joan will take November.  But, then we get into praying for the Holy Spirit to intervene - 
nudge, call…  Be thinking about your gifts that you might have to offer - even for just one Sunday a month.  
We are blessed with children who seem interested and who are just delightful to be around.  Come, Holy 
Spirit, Come.  And Jesus said... 

 

 INTERCESSORY PRAYER:  We give thanks for the continued recovery of David Oakland, after extensive 

surgery in Mayo; for Nancy Whaley’s recovery after lung cancer surgery; and we pray for all those who have 
committed themselves to us for intercessory prayer.  Sometimes, that is all we can do.  It is a powerful 
witness.  When asked, Rhonda Masser and Nancy Dermand send loving cards to those who may be 
struggling or who may be celebrating.  Please encourage their ministry by using them. 

 

 FAREWELL, FRIENDS:  The Joint Picnic on the 6th (55 in attendance) was so wonderful, Good Shepherd 

decided to have the coming Saturday evening service at Mason’s farm with another potluck, bonfire and 
s’mores, games, etc. as we said goodbye to the Martin-Schwarze family.  Angie, Adam and Clare were given 
a DVD of a 20 minute slide show of their 9 years of attendance at Good Shepherd and were held closely in a 
farewell prayer.  We will miss them! 

 
Participation was super at this service, too—54.  Would that that be our regular attendance! 

 
 

    
               Prayer of God’s Speed 
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 CLARE left this message on the chalkboard at church.  She brought so much joy to all of us!  This just made 

the day.  I hope it does the same for you! 
 

 
 

 OPPORTUNITY FOR BIBLE STUDY:  A posting on Good Shepherd’s Facebook page from the Episcopal Church 

Foundation’s Vital Practices - on Injustice, in view of the events unfolding in our nation of hatred, racial injustice 
and inequality may spur a discussion group at Good Shepherd before/after church.  Both Mary Jane Oakland 
and Robert Kem have offered to lead bible study or other study for Good Shepherd folk.  You are encouraged to 
go to the Good Shepherd Facebook page and read the posting.  If you are interested in attending a group 
discussion or study group, please let any member of the Vestry know.  We have funds to cover the cost of 
additional service AND we are blessed to have such loving, caring clergy supporting us in this time of transition. 

 

 HELP FOR THE SUFFERING:  While you are on the Facebook page, check out the posting on an article on US 

Disasters (Hurricane Harvey’s devastation) and the Episcopal Relief.Org.  If you are moved to donate to 
disaster relief, this is one of the most cost effective organizations.  Relief organizers are asking for cash and 
airline miles as being the most effective ways to immediately respond.  Thousands will need to be 
relocated. 

 

 ANOTHER LOSS TO ACKNOWLEDGE is Laura Simms, who was a past member of Good Shepherd.  Laura died 

August  24 .  Her funeral service will be September 2 at 10:00 at the Bowman Funeral Home.  Laura is the 
sister of Mona Zahn.  Our sympathy goes to the family. 

 
Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant.  Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of 
your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming.  Receive her into the arms of your mercy, 

into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light. Amen  ~The Book of 

Common Prayer 
 

 JAKE HABERMAN participated in the White Coat & Honor Code Ceremony at the Southern College of Optometry 

in Memphis on August 25.  Jake is in his first year of the four year program.  Jake’s parents, Steve and Michelle 
Haberman, grandparents, Al and Joan Haberman and fiancé, Monica Maharry, attended the ceremony. 

 

 

http://relief.org/


 

9 

WISHING THE VERY BEST! The family of Good Shepherd wish Cindi Hoveland and Steve Sinclair blessings on 

their marriage September 2 at 2:00 p.m. at the church. 
 

Glory be to you, O God, for the grace of new beginnings place before me in every moment and encounter of life. 
Glory, glory, glory for the grace of new beginnings in every moment of life. ~ J. Philip Newell, Celtic Benediction 

 

 
 

 

 

Labor Day in the United States is a public holiday celebrated on the first Monday in September. It honors the 

American labor movement and the contributions that workers have made to the strength, prosperity, laws and 

well-being of the country.  It is the Monday of the long weekend known as Labor Day Weekend and it is 

considered the unofficial end of summer in the United States.  The holiday is also a federal holiday. 

 

Beginning in the late 19
th

 century, as the trade union and labor movements grew, trade unionists proposed that a 

day be set aside to celebrate labor.  "Labor Day" was promoted by the Central Labor Union and the Knights of 

Labor, which organized the first parade in New York City.  In 1887, Oregon was the first state of the United 

States to make it an official public holiday.  By the time it became an official federal holiday in 1894, thirty 

U.S. states officially celebrated Labor Day. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Monday is 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_holidays_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labor_history_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_labor_law
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Long_weekend
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_holidays_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trade_union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labor_movement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Labor_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knights_of_Labor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knights_of_Labor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oregon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_holiday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_holiday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._states
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Good Shepherd Episcopal Church 
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St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
9:00 AM    Sunday Holy Eucharist 
 
Sept 4 HOLIDAY (Office Closed) 
Sept 13 Vestry Meeting, 6:00 p.m. 
Sept 15 REVIVAL 2017 with Good Shepherd, 3:00-7:00 p.m. 
Sept 16 REVIVAL Church Service, 9:00 a.m. 
 
Good Shepherd Episcopal Church 
10:45 AM    Sunday Holy Eucharist 
 
Sept 9 Saturday Evening Service, 5:00 p.m. 
Sept 15 REVIVAL 2017 with St. Mark’s 
   in Fort Dodge, 3:00-7:00 p.m. 
Sept 16 REVIVAL Church Service, 9:00 a.m. 
   at St. Mark’s 
 (No service at Good Shepherd) 
 


