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From Elaine
It’s getting to be my favorite season, Autumn. I love the colors, the mild weather and the brilliant sunshine.
For similar reasons, I love Spring also. The church calendar rolls around in similar fashion, as ordinary time runs
down, by the end of November we begin Advent. In blue or purple we prepare for Christmas, seeking to slow
down, wait, be aware, and prepare ourselves for the white celebratory season of Jesus’s birth. How do we want to
celebrate and inwardly digest these holy times? Let me know what you think.
I’m enjoying living in Fort Dodge, and getting settled. Stop by and check out my office, I’ve hung many of
my father’s oil paintings and photographs, and put books on the shelves. At home, I’ve got four rooms unpacked
and fairly well organized (including five very tall sets of bookshelves full of books). Contact and call me so we can
share coffee, visit and get acquainted.
As the days shorten, we move into seasons of holy days, reasons to lift the darkness and turn toward the light.
Of the holy days, Christmas and Easter appear most on the cultural landscape. And yet, the more obscure can be
richer in religious meaning, untainted by consumerism. For many reasons, St Francis Blessing of the Animals is one
of my favorites. I love the holiness of being able to meet and bless people’s beloved animals or their memories of
treasured pets. We don’t get enough reminders to value all of God’s creation.
And yet, Holy Week and Easter are much more important. Unfortunately, the cultural emphasis on plastic
bunnies and candy eggs misses or distracts us from the deepest lessons. That is, that our faith offers skills for living
through suffering, pain, betrayal and loss. Yes, the capstone is resurrection, which we joyfully celebrate. But the
profound lesson is knowing profoundly and in community that our God suffers with and loves everyone.
All Saints and All Souls Days hold together similar paradoxical emphasis on loss and joy. Around us, the
culture prepares for Halloween, a time to wear costumes, give children candy and party. Ancient Celtic culture
believed that the boundary between the living and the dead was very thin at this time of year. It was a dangerous
time. Wearing costumes may have been a way to protect the living from spirits wandering the earth who might
cause harm. At the very least, making fun of death, telling jokes as a prelude to a season of cold, short days and
long dark nights seem good for human community.
In the church on November 1, All Saints, Christians honor those who have gone before “the saints” of the
church. November 2 is All Souls, is a day for masses for the dead, at least in some large, big city congregations. In
some cultural traditions this as a day to emphasize skeletons and mock death, for death does not have the final say.
And living in fear of death is not living at all.
The Episcopal Church encourages celebrating baptisms on All Saints as well as remembering saints and loved
ones who have died. Together we turn away from the powers of darkness and turn toward the light. We reaffirm
our baptismal vows, and honor our covenant with God. St Mark’s this year will baptize Liam and Isabel. They will
be welcomed into the company of Saints of God by their grandmother, the gathered faithful and all the saints.
Another wonderful celebration to enjoy, hooray! Please let me know what ways you love to celebrate or
incorporate into the liturgy the memory of loved ones. What is meaningful to you?
Grace and Peace,
Elaine
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Episcopal Diocese of Iowa

2015-16 YOUTH EVENTS
October
9-11

NEW BEGINNINGS #15
St. Paul's Council Bluffs, 6th-9th grades

23-24 DIOCESAN CONVENTION
Marriott & St. Paul's, Des Moines

2016
January
15-17 SKI TRIP
Pictured Rocks Camp, 6th-12th grades

February
20-21 NB #16 STAFF TRAINING
Trinity Ottumwa

March
4-6

NEW BEGINNINGS #16
Trinity Ottumwa, 6th-9th grades

April
2-3

Invite your friends to bring their pets on their
leashes or in their cages. Tasty refreshments to
include animal crackers are to be served, and
(new this year) your pet will be awarded a St.
Francis medal. Come to honor the little creatures
who grace our lives and who live, unlike us, in
perfect harmony with their creator.

HAPPENING #40 STAFF TRAINING
St. Thomas, Sioux City
15-17 HAPPENING # 40
St. Thomas, Sioux City, 9th-12th grades

FOR DETAILS, REGISTRATIONS, AND MORE, VISIT

iowaepiscopal.org

163rd Annual Convention of the Diocese of Iowa
John Daniel, who will represent St. Mark’s at the Convention for 2015 along with Rev. Elaine, will be
traveling to Des Moines to attend the 163rd Annual Convention on October 23-24. Representing
Good Shepherd as their delegate at the Convention will be Rhonda Masser. The theme of this year’s
Convention is "A Work of the People - Structures for an Eternal Message" and the keynote speaker
will be Sheryl Kujawa-Holbrook, a priest of the Episcopal diocese of Los Angeles, religious historian,
teacher, and author of numerous books and articles.
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Upper Des Moines Opportunity is a community action agency serving residents in 12 northwest and north
central counties, including Webster (Fort Dodge) and Hamilton (Good Shepherd) counties.
It is an organization funded by government and social agencies that offers programs and services which may
include the following:
Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) - Supplemental help for winter heating bills.
Weatherization - Can include caulking, weather- stripping and attic insulation.
LIHEAP Crisis Assistance - Temporary shelter, fuel, blankets, heaters, and furnace repair in a life-threatening
situation.
CHORE Service & Home Repair - Household repairs and chores for income eligible applicants age 60 and older.
Emergency Utility Assistance - Assistance with disconnection from utility or water companies.
Emergency Food Assistance - Referrals to local food pantry's.
Transportation Assistance - Transportation assistance for doctor's appointments.
Prescription Assistance - Funding for prescription assistance.
Minor Automobile Repair - Minor car repairs for individuals who are working or attending school.
Client Advocacy - Assistance with referrals, providers, organizations, or difficult situations.
Food Assistance Program - Information and referral for the Food Assistance Program.
Baby's Room - Baby’s Room for items for newborn to 24-month olds.
Birth Certificate Assistance
Laundry Assistance Funding
Family Development & Self- Sufficiency - Funded to serve families receiving Family Investment Program
assistance (welfare).
Wheels to Work - Vehicles for qualified individuals who are working or attending school.
Housing Assistance Funding
Budget Counseling
Referral Services - Available for those faced with difficult situations.
Children & Adult Care Food Program (CACFP)
Hand in Hand
Head Start
Power Up YOUth
WIC (Women, Infants & Children Food Program)
Many of you from both churches have been involved in helping UDMO perform its numerous functions within
your community, from weatherization projects to transportation, and more. St. Mark’s, as part of its
neighborhood outreach, now provides office space for UDMO in the area of the building recently vacated by
the WIC (Latham) clinic. That means we have The Baby’s Room located within the church, which makes
stocking and staffing it more convenient for St. Mark’s workers.

** We are in need of volunteers for shifts to help the UDMO clients when they come to “shop” for their
children on Fridays. Two time slots – 8:30 to 11:00AM, and 2:00 to 3:30PM – need to be filled in order to keep
the room open continually on shopping day. If you could spare a couple of hours to help out each week, please
contact Anna Bacon.**
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Paw Prints from St. Mark’s
Soon and Very Soon… Work on our parking lot and handicapped ramp is nearing completion with landscaping,
fence, and installation of railings in process. All should be finished by mid-October, at which time we will be
keeping the “parish offices” outside door (northeast corner) open again during the day instead of the main doors
across from Bruce’s Funeral Home. This has been quite an inconvenience for accessing the St. Mark’s building, and
yet you have all remained faithful in your church attendance and service to the community—kudos to all of you!

HAPPENING & Youth Events
Happening is the diocesan Youth Event St Mark’s hosted on Labor Day Weekend. Dedicated members of St Mark’s
made sure youth were welcome and well-fed. These ninth through twelfth graders shared faith and God’s love
with one another – through risks, tears, and laughter through a profoundly sacramental weekend. Many local
youth participated, especially, Nicole, Ursula and Brianna from Good Shepherd, Sarah, Josie and Jakob from St
Mark’s, as well as the mascot toddlers Audrey, Liam and Isabel. About a dozen adults from all over the diocese
participated including St Mark’s own, Karen, Sharon, Lydia, Kaelly and Karla. I am thankful you agreed to host the
event. I believe many of the Happening skills can enrich the parish.
An important part of sharing faith is teaching the stories, and symbols of the church. These tools help each person
recognize the presence of God. St Mark’s is lucky to have Godly Play teachers who seek to nurture the children in
faith.
The next Diocesan youth event is for 6th-9th graders and will be in Council Bluffs the weekend of October 10. In the
interests of gaining more skills for the parish, Elaine will join in there as Spiritual Director.
511 Practical Living: Our first night to host a Practical Living class was a joy! We welcomed more than 20 adults
and nine children for a meal and instruction on cleaning and organization.
The next St. Mark’s hosting will be Thursday, October 29. Please sign up to volunteer to help cook, serve,
welcome, or care for children. It’s an easy and joyous evening—please join in!
Take a look at a few photos from the September gathering—the ever-faithful congregation from St. Mark’s enjoyed
the young people, and maybe even picked up a pointer or two from the class.

4

Manna Meal: A wonderfully large group of volunteers joined together to cook and serve the Manna Meal last
Saturday evening. And a large crowd, over 100, came to eat. The food and company was good and the Bingo
prizes well-received. Thanks to all who participated by donation of items or time!
Here are a few pictures from the event:
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All Saints’ Sunday is November 1: We will be celebrating again this year on November 1 by bringing framed
pictures of our departed loved ones for display in the altar area, along with glowing votive lights. The St.
Mark’s office will be taking lists of the loved ones you would like to honor anytime from now until Wednesday,
October 28. Let’s make this year a memorial to remember!

A Plea from

Younkers Community Days
4 DAYS!
Wednesday, Nov. 11 - Saturday, Nov. 14

ICKY’s is in a stage of growing pains. Caleb Carlson,
the director, has successfully recruited more children!
Now they could use more volunteers.
Likely volunteer training and slightly more formal
application of rules will be needed. Success often
brings the need for adjustment of practice.
Please volunteer and join in! School year hours for
ICKY’s are:
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri
2:30-6:30pm
Saturday
7-10pm
These are just 3-hour shifts, and if you could spare
a short time even one day per week it would be greatly
appreciated by both the staff and the kids.

Purchase your booklet today!




Coupon worth $10 off on a $10 or more item.
30% off on a single item.
MANY other benefits!

Coupon booklets for this annual fall fundraiser are
available for purchase for $5 after Sunday service from
Anna Bacon or Susan Derscheid, or from the church office
during the week. Each coupon booklet offers great
savings on Younkers’ merchandise, including a $10 off
coupon on any item priced at $10 or more. Proceeds go
to support THE BABY’S ROOM, the St. Mark’s outreach
program that serves infants in our community.
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“WOOLKLIPPINGS”
FROM GOOD SHEPHERD
 New look for Good Shepherd: finally starting! We are so excited to start a whole new look at Good
Shepherd. The Diocesan Loan was approved and Building Fund on target. Praise be to God about the
wonderful response from church family and friends. We are truly blessed by the Holy Spirit. However, our
first bump in the construction did result in finding wood rot in the front beam support and some of the
beams. So, a little more work and a little more expense. This was not unexpected! The tear down of the
front of the A-frame has started and siding and stone arrive next week. Their goal is to get the stone work
done before winter cold! Your team of Tom McLaughlin and Richard Mason have begun the process. A
picture of the “wood rot” is below.

 Happenings Youth: If at all possible the girls would like to participate at the Youth portion of Diocesan
Convention. They have made fast friends throughout the state. Happenings at Fort Dodge was a truly life
changing event weekend for Ursula, Noelle and Briana. A big thank you to St. Mark’s for ALL of their work
and offering facilities. Wonderful support from those folk - in the programming, facilities, workers…It was
such a moving experience for us to experience a part of the youth journey at the closing Eucharist. A BIG
thank you to Elaine! It was a huge commitment of Elaine and St. Mark’s.
Look at these precious photos from HAPPENING #39:

Noelle's trust walk

Briana’s trust walk

Ursula's trust walk

Blessing of the Crosses

Decoration for Eucharist Service

 Church School has started. We have great plans for this year. Elaine and Deb are in dialogue about a
children’s Eucharistic service. Tentative date is October 18 or 25 (just after Diocesan Convention).
 Saturday nights after service social: In September the girls, fresh from Happening, voted to go to the
Emporium for dinner. Although it was a lengthy wait, we had a great time visiting. So nice to see Jan David
and John Dyrkacz again. Daniel Blankenship, Ursula’s friend, joined us for dinner. It was great to welcome
Anne, Larry and Daniel to the Saturday night service.
 Fall Concert: In view of construction…we have postponed the Fall Benefit Concert to sometime in the
spring.
 Good Shepherd enjoyed Communion Bread baked by Clare and Aloura Sue all through the month of

September. Another bread baking afternoon is planned. They had so much fun!

(Aren’t they adorable!?!)
 Mark Your Calendars: Please reserve Saturday, December 5, 9AM to whenever for the annual Good Shepherd
Bazaar & Soup Luncheon. All donations — baked goods, crafts, soups, etc. — are gratefully accepted. This is our
only fundraiser during the year and it supports our outreach, babysitting (when we have youngsters), and
equipment for the Church. This year it will probably help with our remodeling project.

