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A special Sunday is coming up at the end of the month when Presiding Bishop Michael Curry will 
conduct a Eucharist service to include all congregations in Iowa!  If you are fortunate enough to 
be attending the Diocesan Convention for Bishop Curry’s live presentation, you will be able to 

see him up close and personal.  But, if you are among the majority of Iowa Episcopalians who 
will not be in Des Moines, you can still enjoy this special event both here at St. Mark’s and at 

Good Shepherd, Webster City, at 11:00 a.m. on Sunday, October 28. 
 
The Diocesan office has worked diligently over the past several months to make use of a 

generous donation given to the Church to enable Iowa Episcopal places of worship in every city 
to connect via a live-stream link and become part of the church service at the convention.  The 

Body and Blood of Christ will be offered here in the sanctuary even as those in attendance in Des 
Moines receive the Eucharist. 

 
Plan on attending church that morning to take part in this historical event and be prepared for a 
moving experience on Sunday, October 28 when your fellow Episcopalians unite as one body! 

Paw Prints & WoolKlippings 

http://www.goodshepherdwcia.org/
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 STRATEGIC PLANNING SESSION:  The second annual St. Mark’s Planning Retreat was held Saturday morning, 

September 8.  About 16 people attended over the two sessions.  Thanks to the 16 people who gave a 
morning to learn, discuss, and lay plans for a number of projects that can have an immediate impact on the 
congregation. 

 
Many different topics were talked about, which included: 
 
  1. Beautification/repair of Building 

  2. Strategies for Welcoming a New Rector 

  3. What has contributed to St. Mark’s 
growth, and how do we sustain it? 

  4. Content/style for rector interviews – not 
just haphazard 

  5. Expanding Christian Education, 
especially for youth 

  6. What kind of growth are we looking for? 

  7. Always keep the Gospel’s call to 
ministry in mind. 

  8. Are we using our current resources to 
effect this change that we are hoping 
for? 

  9. Do we have a sense of where God may 
be leading us? 

10. How do we create strategies to move 
the above from wishful thinking to 
concrete steps toward implementation? 

 

What a blessing to have over 60 people attend the ribbon cutting itself, and 
then stay for the open house!  Prayers were answered as the long stretch of 
rain and cloudy skies cleared in time for the 4:30 outdoor ceremony.  And as 
usual, the St. Mark’s ladies outdid themselves in preparing the “heavy 
appetizers” that were served in Taylor Hall.  Take a look at the photos below:  

 

Paw Prints from St. Mark’s 
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Church tour by John Daniel & Claudia Day 

WOW!  Take a look at this spread! 

A portion of the crowd 
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“WOOLKLIPPINGS” 

FROM GOOD SHEPHERD 
 

 INTERGENERATIONAL FAMILY CHURCH kicked off a little early September 2 - Holy Spirit?  Changed space?  

Children & Youth showing up?  Clergy support? 
 

Bob Kem gave a wonderful sermon about tradition and change.  Told corny jokes at the end of the service. 
 

 THE ANNUAL CROP HUNGER WALK fights hunger at home and around the world.  A full 25% of the money 

collected will be donated to Upper Des Moines Opportunity in Webster City.  The other 75% will go to 
international programs through Church World Service to help families, particularly small children-who don’t 
know where their next meal will come from. 
 

This year, the walk will take place on Sunday, October 14.  Walkers are to gather at Brewer Creek Shelter at 
2pm.  Donations of peanut butter for the local food pantries, soap for Lutheran World Relief, as well as 
donations are appreciated.  Envelopes will be on the vestment cabinet. 

 
 PRAISE AND THANKS:   

John has had a successful heart surgery and will be released to rehabilitation here in Minneapolis. 

Thank you all for your love, compassion, and prayers. 

   ~ Fr. Bob and Deb Kem 

 

 EXCITING NEWS!  The video-conferencing equipment provided for ALL churches in the Diocese of Iowa is up 

and running.  Our techie guru, Ann McLaughlin, got it set up and was present to get our first vestry meeting 
up and running with member Steve Haberman attending at home!  The next day, Marsha Anderson, Deb 
Leksell and Tom McLaughlin attended the Diocesan wide video-conference on Convention and GILEAD 
(Growing Iowa Leaders).  It was amazing to see and hear from 27 different churches.  It was a great use of 
our time and resources. 
 

We are going to continue to explore the benefits of this system…such as watching all of the GILEAD 
workshops that have already been held.  There are great opportunities for learning, exploring needed 
resources to help small churches thrive.  Again, exciting news! 

 

 REGARDING DIOCESAN CONVENTION:  Good Shepherd will be changing our service time on Sunday, October 

28 to 11:00 AM in order to participate in the Diocesan Eucharist in “real time” via our video-conferencing 
equipment.  Presiding Bishop Michael Curry will be the celebrant at the Eucharist.  Every Episcopalian in the 
Diocese is encouraged to either attend in person at the Marriott in Des Moines or at their church.  Every 
Episcopalian will receive the Eucharist at the same time.  Most churches will have lay distribution. 
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Those at Good Shepherd who wish to attend the Eucharist in Des Moines will carpool down.  A sign up 
sheet will be on the vestment cabinet. 
 

 ASSISTANCE FOR GHANA MOTHERS:  Our dear priest, Mary Jane Oakland, has been back in Ghana to 
continue her nutrition mission through Self Help International, where they are working with pregnant and 
lactating women to increase the outcome of the health of their children.  From that, better nutrition for 
families and the entire village will raise the health of the community.  Good Shepherd did donate $200 out 
of our outreach funds for this project.  Several individuals, also donating, bringing the donation to Self Help 
International to over $400.  Mary Jane was overcome with gratitude for the support of her mission.  She 
promises pictures! 

 
 INTERGENERATIONAL FAMILY CHURCH AT GOOD SHEPHERD:  We keep tweaking the layout and process to be 

sensitive to the needs of all of the members of Good Shepherd.  And then there is prayer!  We pre-started 
the program two weeks early.  Then we were prepared September 16 for the official start.  Denise recorded 
a service of child oriented music.  All of the adults present were “children of God”, singing nostalgic songs.  
Unfortunately, we didn’t have the children.  We do believe in prayer!  We weekly pray the intentional 
prayer.  We might add another…come Holy Spirit! 
 

Wonderful pictures on Facebook and the website…check them out!  goodshepherdwcia.org 
 
And there was clear evidence of the Holy Spirit presence during our Saturday night service, when Hunter 
brought his friend Taylor to church.  Taylor had recently experienced a horrific loss.  Mary Jane called both 
Hunter and Taylor to assist at the altar with the Eucharist.  It was extremely moving.  The Holy Spirit does 
move through us.  Come Holy Spirit! 
 
Mary Jane invited youths Hunter and Taylor up to the altar to assist at communion…also had sermon bingo. 

 

        
Intergenerational Family Church 

 

    

Do not be anxious today, no matter how difficult your life may seem, for 

there is a loving presence watching over you, no matter where you are, no 

matter who you are, watching over you and loving you, aware of you and of 

what you need, reaching out to you, no matter what your circumstance, no 

matter how serious your situation, keeping you from being alone, offering 

you shelter and understanding, a loving presence that knows you and loves 

you, no matter what may come or what may have happened, always there, 

always beside you, ready to help, no matter how long it takes, no matter how 

hard it may be, so do not be afraid, because love will find a way.  The Rt. 

Rev. Steven Charleston 

http://goodshepherdwcia.org/
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 MUSIC AT GOOD SHEPHERD:  We are so blessed to have our musician in charge, Denise Naeve.  The gift she 

shares either real or virtual is a blessing to a small church such as Good Shepherd.  Denise is open to 
suggestions - do you have a favorite hymn or hymns?  Just let Denise or Judy McLaughlin or Deb Leksell 
know.  We can make sure your joyful expression through music happens.  Denise also allows us to keep the 
recordings of hymns.  We can pop in a disk and have music for any given Sunday.  We now even have 
children’s service music.  Sweet!  Good Shepherd thanks Denise for her willingness to share her gifts. 

 

 BACK PACKS:  Good Shepherd volunteers will be filling back packs at Trinity Lutheran Church on Tuesday, 

September 25 at 6:30pm.  Hope to see you there. 
 
 FUNERAL FORMS AND FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS:  At the vestry meeting, Senior Warden Deb Leksell 

presented a proposed policy and led discussion concerning this topic. Tom McLaughlin moved that the 
vestry consider the policy and fine tune it to present at next vestry meeting.  Motion 2nd by Marsha 
Anderson.  Carried 6-0.  Deb also presented information regarding Supply Clergy reimbursement.  
Recommended minimum of $120 for preparation and service plus current IRS mileage allowance (currently 
$0.54.5/mile).  Motion by Deb Leksell to increase for Supply Clergy to the Diocese recommendation 
effective with September 23rd service.  2nd by Barb Golberg.  Carried 6-0. 

  

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
1007 First Avenue South 
Fort Dodge IA 50501 October 2018 
                     & NEWSLETTER 

Good Shepherd Episcopal Church 
1100 Mary Lane 
P.O. Box 108 
Webster City IA 50595 
 

 

St.  Mark’s Episcopal Church 
10:00 AM    Sunday Holy Eucharist 
 
Oct 7 Animal Blessing, 2:00 p.m. at GRACE LUTHERAN 
Oct 10 Vestry Meeting, 6:00 p.m. 
Oct 28 Simulcast service w/ Bishop Curry, 11:00 a.m. 
 
 
Good Shepherd Episcopal Church 
10:30 AM    Sunday Holy Eucharist 
 
Oct 13 Saturday Evening Service, 5:00 p.m. 
Oct 28 Simulcast service w/ Bishop Curry, 11:00 a.m. 
 
 


