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Here are a few comments from REVIVAL 2017 response forms received so far: 
 

Excellent – The best part of the experience was:  “Music was 
fantastic and Rev. Bascom’s sermon was very heartfelt.” 
 
Excellent – The best part of the experience was:  “Togetherness, 
music, and [renewing] baptism.” 
 
Excellent – The best part of the experience was:  “The music 
was uplifting and very spiritual.” 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

165th Annual Convention of the Diocese of Iowa 

Again this year, John Daniel and Sharon Vogel will represent St. Mark’s at the Convention for 2017 along with 
Bishop Michael.  All will be traveling to Des Moines to attend the 165th Annual Convention on October 27-28.  
Representing Good Shepherd as their delegate at the Convention will be Tom McLaughlin.  The Rev. Canon 
Stephanie Spellers, who serves as the Canon to the Presiding Bishop for Evangelism, Reconciliation and 
Stewardship of Creation, will be the keynote speaker. 

 

“A Place Away” 
 
St. Mark’s is now sponsoring a Sunday radio 
program, A Place Away, on station KVFDFM 1400.  
Produced by Bishop Michael Last, the program is 
now in its fourth year.  It will air every Sunday 
morning on station KVFD from 7:00 to 7:30 a.m. 
 
The program features music, reflection, and 
readings of faith and is particularly designed to 
speak to someone who may not be well 
acquainted with Sunday morning worship.  The 
broadcast started airing in north Iowa, but now 
has listeners in southern Minnesota and Central 
Iowa. 
 
If you live within the reaches of KVFDFM 1400 
radio, we recommend that you listen this 
Sunday and sample this delightful broadcast—
and then tell your friends! 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=Eth_oLiYqrt-WM&tbnid=rqW2lhDA2ebQFM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.fonts.com/font/dingbatcave/anns-dividers/regular&ei=Bj3ZU771J8WHyATLwYEg&bvm=bv.71778758,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNE2N4ZUFRIS5VE_tE2PYpmqXfVVPQ&ust=1406831701791339
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Fall & Spring Episcopal Iowa 

Creation Stewards Events 
 

“Grinnell Prairie Crawl” 

Saturday, October 7, 2-4 p.m. 

Begins at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 

1026 State St, Grinnell, Iowa 

(Also tours Grinnell College and 

Moffett Prairies) 

 

“Prairie, Bioswale, and Rain Gardens for an 

Urban Churchyard” 

Saturday, April 21, 2018 time tba 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

2400 Middle Rd, Bettendorf, Iowa 

 

“Promoting Pollinators” 

Saturday, April 21, 2018 time tba 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

3120 E 24th St, Des Moines, Iowa  
Everyone in the Diocese is invited…and your friends!! 

 
 

Everyone in the Diocese is invited…and your friends!! 

 

 

 

NEW BEGINNINGS #19 
RETREAT FOR YOUTH IN 

GRADES 6-9 

 

New Beginnings #19 will be held October 13-15, 2017 at 
Trinity Episcopal, Iowa City. The cost is $30 per 

participant. Scholarships are always available!  Youth in 

grades 6-9 are encouraged to register. 
 
Each congregation sending youth to New Beginnings is 
asked to make an attempt to send an adult to 

participate in the program as well.  Any adults who 

participate must be trained in Safeguarding God’s 
Children. 
 
Please register participants by October 7, 2017. 
 

 
 
They’re Back!  Those wonderful Church Bulletins!  Thank God 
for the church ladies with typewriters.  These notices actually 
appeared in church bulletins or were announced at church 
services: 

 
The sermon this morning: “Jesus Walks on the Water”.  Ther 
sermon tonight: “Searching for Jesus”. 
 
Ladies, don’t forget the rummage sale.  It’s a chance to get 
rid of those things not worth keeping around the house.  
Bring your husbands. 
 
For those of you who have children and don’t know it, we 
have a nursery downstairs. 
 
Potluck supper Sunday at 5:00 PM—prayer and medication 
to follow. 

 

 
 

 

                                                                                                             
 
 

                                         It has been a busy time at St. Mark’s, and it’s good to see the congregation flourish 
again.  The Revival event exceeded everyone’s expectations with a significant turnout, 
said to be one of the largest attended revival events in the Diocese.  Special thank 
you to Bishop Scarfe for the vision, energy and ongoing determination to take this 
event on the road to all areas of the Diocese.  St. Mark’s is definitely the 
benefactor of the Revival experience. 
 

The new Electronic yard sign should be appearing on the front lawn any day now.  It will accomplish 
several things.  We immediately will be seen as an alive and vital congregation…now able to communicate 
effectively the ongoing vitality of St. Mark’s; inviting the hundreds, if not thousands who pass by daily. 
As of late we have had a goodly number of visitors on Sundays.  Some who come are members who have 
grown inactive, but who are sensing new stirrings at St. Mark and wondering if it’s time to “come home”. 

Paw Prints from St. Mark’s 
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This coming Sunday a special event, I’m particularly pleased about—it’s the Animal Blessing service 
taking place at 3:00.  While it is all about these special creatures who are such a blessing in our lives, it 
is also another opportunity to celebrate God providing the companionship of dogs, cats, fish, “snakes”!, 
birds… you name it… creatures that bring us so much joy.  We’ll have treats to pass out, and a St. Francis 
medal to present for dogs and cats….and in the blessing…watch out!!  The rector is known to be “lavish 
with his sprinkling!  Invite a friend…but best of all, come yourself.  Let’s fill the parking lot and/or in the 
case of rain Taylor Hall. 
 
Some have asked about the remodeling of the Rector’s office, wondering when the new furnishings will 
arrive.   Mary Kay Daniel assures us that it will be arriving soon, and once delivered will have been well 
worth the wait! 
 
We are ready to begin a new confirmation class (anticipating Wednesdays).  If you know of a youth that 
has yet to be confirmed and who is in their teens to adult, we would like very much to invite them to be a 
part of St. Mark’s catechetical training.  Please contact the church office and/or the Rector should you 
feel the time is right to prepare for confirmation. 
 
A new Sunday Adult Study group will be beginning soon at 10:15 in the vestry meeting room on the lower 
level.  Enjoy a time of fellowship, then bring your coffee with you.  Bishop Michael is researching 
material for this 10-session series.  Seven participants (so far) have indicated they’ll be there! 
 
Bishop Scarfe has inquired about our readiness for participating in the search process for a new rector.  
The vestry believes we are in a “good place” and rejoices that it seems the time is right.  We are 
exploring several leadership models that have been offered by the Diocese, and will be meeting with 
Diocese representative Rev. Steve Godfrey in the next week or so to continue the discussions.  Our 
ongoing relationship with Good Shepherd Episcopal Church, Webster City continues to be a lively part of 
the discussions as well.  The current Intentional Interim Rector St. Mark’s is encouraging of our 
movement in this direction, and will continue his ministry among us as long as we are forthrightly moving 
toward the goal of securing an appropriate candidate for call at St. Mark’s. 
 
The radio program A Place Away  and the running ads in the newspaper seem to be creating a new 
awareness of our active presence in the community, and we are grateful for the resources needed to 
provide this outreach into the community.  But please know there is no better “method” for outreach 
than your personal invitation.  Your personal “testimony” to a friend or acquaintance is the number one 
effective tool in growing a congregation.   It’s simple enough:  “St. Mark’s is a warm and welcoming place”, 
the Rector’s sermons are really meaningful”, “I don’t know how to describe it, but something special is 
happening at St. Mark’s”,  “our organist can make that organ sing!”,  “I’d be happy to meet you there and 
sit with you, introduce you to some of the members, show you around.” 
 
These are part of the bits and pieces of the renaissance of a congregation trying to rebirth itself.  But 
we are all part of the wind and sound that is needed to encourage and welcome those who have not yet 
found a church home.  And if you don’t do it, then it’s one less voice that will not be reaching your corner 
of our city with a warm welcome to come and experience St. Mark’s. 
 
+Bishop Michael 

 

                            ROBERT SMITH - HERE I AM, LORD 
 
After 30 years, Robert Smith has moved from his apartment to the River Ridge apartments 
at Friendship Haven.  Many thanks to Bob, who decided not to drive anymore and gave his 
car to St Mark’s.  This is a very thoughtful and generous gift ($5800).  
 
Bob gave many household items to friends and neighbors.  What was left we will sell with 
the proceeds for raising funds to donate to hurricane relief.  Our goal between the 
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donations we receive and sales should top $1000. So many thanks and best wishes to Bob Smith!  
 
Bob always said that St. Mark’s was a big part of his life. He is doing well and enjoying his new surroundings while 
finding many new friends. He feels great and would enjoy seeing his friends from St. Mark’s. 
 
Bob’s new address is 602 Kenyon Road #4116, Fort Dodge, phone number:   515-573-6900 
 
St. Mark’s would like to especially thank Shimkat Motors for the assistance they gave in selling Bob’s car. 
 

 
 

St. Mark’s Hurricane Relief Fund 
 
We are in the process of selling some home furnishings and other items from parishioners to benefit the St. Mark’s 
hurricane relief fund.  You may make donations of items or money to the fund.  At the present time, we have about 
$490 in presales and OVER $575 in donations.  This is a good outreach project to help people in need.  The sale is being 
held at 1029 6th Avenue North in Fort Dodge, which is on the corner of 6th Ave. N and 11th Street. 
 

We will need volunteers on Friday, Sept 29 and Saturday, Sept 30.   
 
Anna Bacon, Mary Duro, and Mary Kay Daniel have been working on this project very hard and need some help.  Please 
contact Anna, Mary, or Mary Kay if you are interested in donating or volunteering.  Many hands make for light work—
thank you! 

 
 

 
 

ADULT SUNDAY CLASS 
 
Starting Sunday, October 8, Bishop Michael will begin a study group to meet in the downstairs vestry room at 
10:15a.m.  The group will be using Chris Folmsbee’s book, The Garden Resonates.  The focus of the study will 
be to look at “relevant and compelling ways to live our faith…reframing the gospel narrative, and providing 
leaders practical help to reverse the trend of decline while weaving a new story of growth and vibrancy.”  
Bishop Last says, “This book is ideally suited to the emerging vibrancy at St. Mark’s, so this study should be 
helpful in fueling the fires of renewal here at St. Mark’s.” 
 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=Eth_oLiYqrt-WM&tbnid=rqW2lhDA2ebQFM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.fonts.com/font/dingbatcave/anns-dividers/regular&ei=Bj3ZU771J8WHyATLwYEg&bvm=bv.71778758,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNE2N4ZUFRIS5VE_tE2PYpmqXfVVPQ&ust=1406831701791339
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=text+separator&hl=en&sa=X&biw=1280&bih=575&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=x3P0pDoVXitW6M:&imgrefurl=http://www.cjs-cdkeys.com/mass-effect-3-origin/mass-effect-3-language-change.html&docid=_jyxaDkiF7hgzM&imgurl=http://www.cjs-cdkeys.com/mass-effect-3-origin/LineSeparator.png&w=846&h=188&ei=NM2eT9WeLKrl0QHntf2kDw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=681&vpy=314&dur=2172&hovh=106&hovw=477&tx=241&ty=64&sig=113110611592050920121&page=2&tbnh=30&tbnw=135&start=10&ndsp=28&ved=1t:429,r:5,s:10,i:120
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“WOOLKLIPPINGS” 

FROM GOOD SHEPHERD 
 

 CHURCH SCHOOL started September 24 at Good Shepherd.  So happy to have Aloura Sue, Ivy, MacKinnon and 

John Michael show up in the younger class.  Larry was happy to see Hunter and Katie Haberman.  We’re off to a 
good start.  It was a difficult lesson trying to figure out how the “last shall be first and the first shall be last”.  
Didn’t seem fair!  They decided John Michael got paid a full days wage even though he was the last, because he 
was just cute!  Then we had Cooper show up with his dandelion fluff hair.  Two babies in one week!  We were 
certainly joyful! 

 

    
Church School - MacKinnon, Aloura Sue, John Michael and Ivy 

 

 WEDDING BELLS:  It was a glorious, joyful occasion to join in the festivities of the wedding of Cindi Hoveland 

and Steve Sinclair over Labor Day weekend.  We are thankful they are in our lives.  Grandson Treyton was 
the acolyte with the Rev. Mary Jane Oakland celebrating.  Had to give that adorable boy a big smacker on 
the cheek!  He is so special!  110 at the service (cheek to cheek in our small church) with 90 taking 
communion.  It was so meaningful to have both Cindi and Steve serve with two chalices…probably why so 
many felt comfortable sharing the Eucharist with them.  Seth sang a gorgeous Halleluiah! 
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 CROP HUNGER WALK:  The Webster City Crop Walk will be October 8 and will begin at Brewer Creek 

Shelter at 2PM.  25% of the money collected will go to Upper Des Moines Opportunity in Webster City, and 
the other 75% will go to programs through Church World Services.  As we did last year, we are also asking 
participating churches to collect peanut butter and soap and bring it to the shelter on October 8.  The 
peanut butter will be delivered to a local food pantry, and the soap will be sent to missions to be 
distributed internationally. 

 
CWS responds to disasters in the US like hurricanes Harvey, Sandy, and Maria. 

 
Information is on the vestment cabinet at Good Shepherd.  You can still donate if you are unable to walk.  
Make checks payable to CWS/CROP and place in large envelope on cabinet. 

 

 MARK YOUR CALENDARS!:  All Saints Day is coming November 5.  We will celebrate with the Rev. Robert 

Kem.  This moving service commemorates those who are with the saints by naming names, tolling bells and 
the lighting of candles. 

 

 
 
 

        
Liz and John Michael                                Karen and Richard with baby Cooper 

 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=_DW6sOQD3Ul-zM&tbnid=iv2vo-L7BizAiM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://phsibsupport.org/ibsf/great-expectation-scholarship/&ei=gCphU_mUNsOdyQGutoFo&bvm=bv.65636070,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNFz-4jZPZRB98SNpx-nBlbs1RY8vw&ust=1398961910942028
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Good Shepherd Episcopal Church 
1100 Mary Lane 
P.O. Box 108 
Webster City IA 50595 
 

 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
9:00 AM    Sunday Holy Eucharist 
 
Oct 1 Animal Blessing, 3:00 p.m., parking lot 
Oct 11 Vestry Meeting, 6:00 p.m. 
 
Good Shepherd Episcopal Church 
10:45 AM    Sunday Holy Eucharist 
 
Oct 14 Saturday Evening Service, 5:00 p.m. 
 


