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SEPTEMBER RECAP 
 
What an amazing and well done Homecoming Celebration.  Concentrated skills, hard work and passion made 
the event enormously successful.  Kudos and congratulations to all for doing well.  Seventy folks, including the 
singers, their families and members of Good Shepherd and St. Mark’s, participated in the heavenly music and 
shared great food.  A rich spiritual lift for all. 
 
And it only got better that day!  We celebrated St. Francis and blessed the animals at Grace Lutheran, a joint 
event with St. Mark’s.  Nearly sixty folks gathered for this joyous event.  This time, the event was in the 
newspaper of things to do out and around – so attendance included non-members and unchurched people.  
Receiving blessings were the usual dogs and cats, two lovely birds, a leopard gecko, a hamster and a very soft 
rabbit!  Lots of love shared between all people and their creatures! 
 
OCTOBER OPPORTUNITIES 
 
For All:  October 2, is our turn at leading Retirement Center Worship.  Every five or six weeks, I (Elaine) lead 
worship services at three nursing homes in Webster City.  NEEDED: volunteers to come along, pass out 
bulletins, help residents find the pages for the hymns, sing along, AND if at all possible, play an instrument, 
such as piano.  I love these visits, and all three of these Centers have lively interesting folk.  For example, the 
woman who drove a semi for sixty years.  Share your joy of living and the love of God—it will make your day. 
 
St. Mark’s:  Over the last year, those of us who attend chapter gatherings have met and enjoyed the laid-back 
wisdom and fun of retired Lutheran pastor, the Reverend Dr. Mark Holmer.  We know him because he’s spent 
the last nine years as clergy leader of the Episcopal Church in Algona.  His specialty is Stewardship.  I think 
every time I’ve seen him, he’s been offering to speak to congregations on the spiritual and faith dimensions of 
how we give back to God out of the bounty God provides.  On October 9, the Rev Dr. Holmer will join us to 
preach, teach and share in our beautiful worship.  St. Mark’s has much to offer in its people and resources; 
this will be fun. 
 
Good Shepherd & St. Mark’s:  Later the same afternoon, October 9, the Webster City Ministerial Association 
sponsors a Crop Walk.  I will be blessing the walkers at the start of the event and then join them.  All are 
invited to sign-up and raise money to address hunger in our area.  Whether you walk or not, those interested 
are asked to donate bar soap and jars of peanut butter for local food pantries. Washington Lutheran Church of 
Duncombe is the sponsoring church.  Contact them, or Elaine, to find out how to sign up and participate.  
Looks like it will be a wonderful day for a walk.  The event begins at 2 pm, at Brewer Park in Webster City, just 
off of Des Moines Street. 
 
Mid-month, I’m going to continuing education at a retreat house in Chicago. I haven’t quite got the details  
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worked out, but the course is October 18-20, Tuesday through Thursday.  So while my availability will be 
limited for a few days, I will not miss any Sundays. 
 
Diocesan Convention is October 28-29!  This is the annual party, social networking hub and business gathering 
of the Episcopal Church in Iowa.  The clergy part starts on Thursday afternoon, October 27, and useful 
speakers for all begin that evening.  The convention is at the Marriot in Des Moines.   
 
PLANNING FOR NOVEMBER 
 
All Saints, Thanksgiving, Advent and Christmas planning needs to be going strong by early October so we are 
prepared for November. 
 
The Sunday before Thanksgiving is sometimes celebrated as Christ the King Sunday, or simply the last Sunday 
before Advent.  Think about which theme says the most to you, and what we can do to explore these.  As well, 
on this day we have the opportunity to help pack meals for the hungry in Webster City at 2 pm.  All are 
welcome to join in. 
 
Advent begins the last Sunday in November.  We prepare for the coming of Jesus.  In the midst of shopping 
and frantic secular expectations, the church calls us to quiet, calm, peaceful moments that our hearts may be 
open to Christ and the holy love of God.  I propose gathering for soup, quiet time, prayer, meditation and 
exploration of faith each week?  I was thinking Sunday evenings for St. Mark’s, and maybe Wednesday or 
Thursday for Good Shepherd.  Let me, Elaine, know asap so we can set up the schedule. 
 
FINALLY, CHRISTMAS.  Every few years, Christmas is on Sunday, and it is this year.  Saturday, December 24, the 
celebration of Christmas Eve will be at 5 pm at Good Shepherd and at 8 pm at St. Mark’s.  But what about 
Sunday?  What are your family traditions for Christmas Day?  Should we do our usual pattern of 9 am and 
11:15 am Sunday services?  Let me know soon, because we need to be clear in our scheduling and advertising 
for the holiday–as well as decorations and other ideas! 
 
Elaine 

 

 

                                                                   
 
 Animal Blessing:  Grace Lutheran, St. Mark’s, and many from the Fort Dodge community had a fun-filled 

afternoon on Sunday, September 25 at the annual joint Animal Blessing, held this year in the parking lot at 
Grace Lutheran.  St. Francis of Assisi was honored a bit ahead of the day set aside (October 4) to pay tribute 
to him by blessing his beloved animals.  Here are a few of the “honored guests” and their owners: 
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 Old Friends Relocating:  Rev. Aaron Hudson has accepted the call as Rector to The Church of St. Andrew in 
Staten Island, New York.   Aaron’s last day at St. John’s in Omaha was August 28. 
 
Aaron, Brian and Clara drove to New York, and he began his ministry at St. Andrew on Sunday, September 18.  
Check out the church website to see St. Andrew’s history and beauty. 
 
They are very excited to be in New York City.  Brian intends to pursue his musical career there with friends 
he knew when he lived and worked in Manhattan.  Clara will, of course, settle in nicely and warm the hearts 
of all she meets. 
 
Their address is: Rev. Aaron Hudson & Dr. Brian Levels & Miss Clara 
 40 Old Mill Road 
 Staten Island NY  10306 

 

 
 

St. Mark's Episcopal Church 

Vestry Minutes 

August 14, 2016 
 
Vestry Present:  Mary Kay Daniel, Sharon Vogel, Mary Duro, John Daniel, Ed Tjelmeland; also present Rev. Elaine 

Caldbeck. 
 
Vestry Absent:  Jennifer Zhai 
 
The meeting began with prayer at 10:43. 
 
Rev. Elaine shared a book, Good News, A Scripture Path to Reconciliation by Steven Charleston. This book 

embraces justice, compassion, forgiveness, and reconciliation. This is a book we can read together and share 

together. The vestry was tasked with reading the Intro and Chapter One to share at next vestry meeting.   
 
Treasurer’s report was unavailable. 
 
Minutes:  Motion to approve the minutes as read and corrected by Ed Tjelmeland , seconded Mary Duro. All ayes. 
 
The furniture on the lower level was discussed. It is still in need of a new home. 
 
Buildings and Grounds chair Ed Tjelmeland reported on further research regarding a front yard sign; a new design 

and estimate were presented from Double M Sign, no recommendations yet. Input from congregation is welcome, 

either in design or for materials to make the sign, i.e., wood, brick, metal, stone, etc. 
 
The plans for an upcoming Manna Meal were reviewed. At this writing the meal has been served. 81 guests and 12 

volunteers were fed. All participation by the congregation was appreciated. The meal, bingo prizes and hospitality 

were very much appreciated by all who came to share a meal. 
 
A motion was made by Mary Duro to have Nellis Construction to rework the landscaping at the south end of the 

parking lot.  Mary Kay Daniel seconded.  All ayes. 
 
A motion by Mary Duro to have Sharon Vogel and John Daniel meet with Canon copier rep and review the terms of the 

offer.  If agreed upon they have the approval of the vestry to make the purchase.  Mary Kay Daniel seconded.  All ayes. 
 
The plans for Homecoming Sunday were discussed.  A brunch will be offered to friends and parishioners after the 

service.  Good Shepherd will be invited to join us, Sept. 27. 
 
Godly Play, a Christian education ministry for children, will resume on Sept 5.  Lydia Schmoker and other teachers 

will be leading. 
 
The joint lay leadership of St. Mark's and Good Shepherd will meet with Steve Godfrey from the Iowa Diocese 

office to listen to the search process.  A congregational questionnaire will be one of the first steps to identify strength 

and needs of the two congregations. 
 
Meeting adjourned  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sharon Vogel 
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The section of a church building, where the pews are, is called a ‘nave’ because the church is likened to a 

naval vessel that carries its passengers (the members) through the joys and the sorrows of life on their 

Christian journey.  Some naves even resemble naval passenger ships. The Church of the Damascus Road 

is such a ‘ship’ for inmates and visitors inside the correctional facilities in Fort Dodge and Rockwell City. 

Many find comfort and direction as their ship carries them through stormy times and calm times as well. 

 

The Ship CoDR is in danger of sinking.  Normally, in an outside congregation, when funds are low, the 

congregation president or the pastor can stand before the congregation and ask people to give more to 

cover the deficit.  Members on the inside who have jobs make 25¢-50¢ per hour, and not all have 8-hour-

per-day jobs.  Their income, if tithed, would not be sufficient to cover the expenses of the congregation. 

 

In fact, when CoDR first began, the founders, aware of the lack of adequate income, made the decision 

that all offerings made by inmates would be distributed to missions, charities and special ministries and 

that total support had to come from individuals and congregations in the surrounding area. 

 

Last year we froze salaries because support had decreased.  We had to let Paul Abbott go.  We’ve curbed 

spending. Our funds have depleted until we have only one month left.  We don’t want our ship to sink.  

We need your help!  Many of you have invested a lot of your time, energy and support for CoDR over the 

past 19 years, and sincerely do not want the Ship CoDR to sink.  Will you help?  Your support, large or 

small, will keep us afloat. 

 

—Judy Lang, Treasurer, Outside Church Council 

 

 
 

 
 

To all members of St. Mark’s and Good Shepherd Episcopal churches: 
 
A sincere “thank you” for the welcome you extended to the Iowa Central Singers last Sunday.  For many of 
them, it was their first time at St. Mark’s and as one student told me, it was the first time he had ever been in 

164th Annual Convention of the Diocese of Iowa 

John Daniel and Sharon Vogel will represent St. Mark’s at the Convention for 2016 along with Rev. Elaine.  All 
will be traveling to Des Moines to attend the 164th Annual Convention on October 28-29.  Representing Good 
Shepherd as their delegate at the Convention will be Robbie Katschke.  This year’s Convention has a theme 
title of " In Mission with Christ through Each and All: Life as Vocation" with keynote speaker Bishop Gregory 
Vaughn Palmer, Episcopal Leader of the Ohio West Area of The United Methodist Church. 



 

another church other than his home church.  As they were so impressed with all your kindnesses, I’ve included 
some of their comments below: 
 

It was a very enjoyable experience and I hope we can come sing for you again. - Josh 
 
Everyone there was so open and welcoming!  The word “stranger” was not in their 
vocabulary.  And the food and hospitality was wonderful.  You almost had to roll me 
out of the building from eating so much. - Clare 
 
It was lovely to sing for you and have you welcome us into your church. - Riley 
 
Every time we sing at St. Mark’s, I feel so welcomed and accepted.  I left with a really 
good feeling that lasts for weeks. 
 
I love the fact that you bless animals.  I think that’s the most wonderful thing. - Alice 
 
I thank you for welcoming us to your parish.  I adored your church, the service and the 
brunch that followed.  Your church is definitely one to model. -Ethan 
 
I love singing at your church and I believe it’s because I feel welcomed.  I just want to 
say “thank you” for being kind and letting us sing in your place of worship. –Austin 

 
Need I say more? – Kathleen 
 

 

 

“WOOLKLIPPINGS” 

FROM GOOD SHEPHERD 
 

 Saturday Night Fun Night on September 10 involved laughter, games, pizza and fun for all.  The adult 
played Apples to Apples along with the children…there was even a “quiet table”. 

 

     
 
 Family news from Good Shepherd:  
 Newly married Barbara Flowerday Golberg and Jack Golberg have bought a house in Webster City on 

Rodlyn Road.  Might be a housewarming soon! 
 
 Nancy Whaley has bought a townhouse in Ames.  Both she and the Golbergs will be moving October 

19th.  Nancy said she’ll be coming up for Saturday night services and “of course, the bazaar!  You 
practically have to die to get out of that!” 



 

 Tom and Judy McLaughlin enjoyed celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary on a Danube River Cruise 
in Austria and Czechoslovakia with daughter Ann and neighbors Deb and Harlan Lundquist in September. 

 
 Deb Leksell has been putting miles on her Honda Fit commuting between Memphis and Iowa to spend 

quality day care time with new grandson John Michael.  She is flying this time (October) and then driving 
again in November. 

 
Other grandson Kyle Leksell pulled it together and is now in Houston TX to start auto/diesel mechanics at 
UTI.  An unfortunate glitch saw Kyle admitted into the hospital the first day of orientation with severe 
inflammation of the colon.  He is slowly getting better. 

 
 Ursula Leksell’s dad suffered a heart attack on September 26, but was smart enough to go to the 

emergency room in Webster City.  He is currently out of ICU and was up sitting in a chair having soup by 
Tuesday morning.  Modern medicine and prayer! 

 
 The Vestries of Good Shepherd and St. Mark’s started the search process for a permanent priest on 

Wednesday, September 28 with the Rev. Steve Godfrey, Diocesan Transition Officer.  We ask your prayers 
for us as we come together in harmony and relationship and continue our journey together.  More on the 
process will follow in the coming newsletters. 

 
 All Saint’s Day will be November 6 this year.  This is a solemn service at Good Shepherd where we remember 

the saints that have passed by name and by bell tone.  It is such a moving service.  Please get your names of 
family and friends who you wish to be remembered to the church office at St. Mark’s for compilation.  
Consider inviting your friends to share in this lovely service.  We will pray for their loved ones.  And, as 
always…all are welcome at the Lord’s table for Eucharist. 

 
 A fall Children’s Eucharist is in the planning stages.  We had a joyous one last November.  Who can ever forget 

Aloura Sue dancing to Clare’s beautiful rendition of “A Strong Young Tree”? 
 
 New Burial Instructions:  When a loss occurs in our small church, it is really felt.  We celebrated the lives of 

Barbara Hosack and Jackie Anderson within the last six weeks with lovely services and receptions.  Our priest, 
Elaine, had an excellent template to plan the service with the family and representative church members.  
Debby had a digital template from her sister-in-law’s funeral in Texas the month before.  The church had a 
template from years past.  They include the personal information that a funeral home would gather, service 
preferences, readings and hymns that a church needs to plan the service, as well as reception/visitation 
wishes.  All of these will be compiled in a single document that fits Good Shepherd. 

 
These will be made available for all church members to perhaps pre-plan their service.  It is a wonderful gift 
to your loved ones to gather information and make your preferences known.  We may make it an after-
church program for discussion.  The template will be on the church members website.  A copy of the final 
written document may be kept at the church in the funeral wishes file. 

 
The Episcopal Church believes: 

 The death of a member of the Church should be reported as soon as possible to, and arrangements for 
the funeral should be made in consultation with, the Minister of the Congregation. 
 Baptized Christians are properly buried from the church.  The service should be held at a time when 
the congregation has the opportunity to be present. 
 The coffin is to be closed before the service, and it remains closed thereafter.  It is appropriate that it 
be covered with a pall or other suitable covering. 
 If necessary, or if desired, all or part of the service of Committal may be said in the church.  If 
preferred, the Committal service may take place before the service in the church.  It may also be used prior 
to cremation. 
 Cremation is an acceptable Christian alternative to burial. The body may be cremated either before or 
after the service. 



 

 The liturgy for the dead is an Easter liturgy.  It finds all its meaning in the resurrection.  Because Jesus 
was raised from the dead, we too, shall be raised.   The Liturgy, therefore, is characterized by joy, in the 
certainty that "neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love 
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord." 
 This joy, however, does not make human grief unchristian.  The very love we have for each other in 
Christ brings deep sorrow when we are parted by death.  Jesus himself wept at the grave of his friend.  So, 
while we rejoice that one we love has entered into the nearer presence of our Lord, we sorrow in sympathy 
with those who mourn. 
~ The Book of Common Prayer, pps. 468, 507 

 
 Joint Church Service:  Several of us from Good Shepherd enjoyed the joyful Homecoming celebration at St. 

Mark’s on September 25!  Wonderful service, great hospitality and the music was simply breathtaking!  Which 
leads us to a renewed determination to nail down a concert date from the Iowa Central Community College 
singers.  Kathleen Schreier is such a great teacher and produces quality music.  What a treasure St. Mark’s has! 

 

   

 

 Church School begins October 2 with just a little late start.  We still need church school teachers.  It is an easy 
curriculum and is such fun.  Please consider this very special ministry.  Is the Holy Spirit calling you? 

 
 Outreach:  Mark your calendars to commit time on November 20 for a community wide Food Packaging 

project, Kids Against Hunger.  This is an ecumenical program in lieu of the Thanksgiving service.  We are the 
Lord’s hands. 

 
Also, Tuesday, November 22 at 6:30, Good Shepherd will be packaging the Angel Back Pack program at Trinity 
Lutheran Church.  This program packages meals for children in need who will be going home on the weekends 
to a home that has limited food.  No one should go hungry in the land of plenty! 

 
 A good reason to come to church this month:  Check out the names on the prayer list!  If you have people you 

specifically want on the prayer list and you haven’t already informed the office at St. Mark’s, you need to do so.  
The former list was purged October 1.  Sometimes we are just praying by first name and that person may no 
longer need our prayers, so this is something we occasionally do.  Come and see…make sure we are praying.  
Prayer helps and it is what we do. 

 
"O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and our neighbor: 
Grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with our whole heart, and 
united to one another with pure affection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen." 

 

 


