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#1.  We have a new home at the Trolley Center, 
900 Central Ave, downtown Fort Dodge. This space 
allows us to operate the entire charity in one 
location. Our phone number remains the same, 
576-1549, as does our post office box, #278. The 
hours are 9-3 weekdays. The space is wonderful, 
the  parking is not. Be aware that this is metered 
and we ask ·for your patience. Please enter off 
Central Avenue next to Bloomers. 
 
#2.  Our doors will open on November 13 for 
organization.  Donations may be brought to this 
location starting November 14 through Monday, 
December 4.  With limited space, we are asking you 
to consider what you bring to us.  We need new 
and gently used WINTER clothing, household items, 
bedding and towels.  Christmas items and 
personal hygiene products.  Cash donations are 

used in purchasing new items for our Webster 
County families. 
 
Applications for boxes will begin November 27.  
This will continue through the week or until we 
reach our maximum amount (yet to be determined 
by space available).  Pickup day will be December 
15.  Be aware that boxes will not be taken to cars 
so come prepared with help. 
 
#3.  This is the hard one. After much thought and 
prayerful consideration, this will be the final year 
for Operation Christmas. Building space and 
inability to recruit younger help is a concern. We 
thank you for your support through these last 60 
years.  Fort Dodge has been very generous. 
 
Ruth Reed, Gwen Anderson, Co-chairs 
Marilyn  Savage, Treasurer 
 

 

 

 

Paw Prints & WoolKlippings 

Operation Christmas 2017 

(by Church Women United) 

Located in the Trolley Center 

http://www.goodshepherdwcia.org/
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                                 As was shared with you this past Sunday the weeks ahead will provide St. Mark’s 
membership with the opportunity to respond to the call of financial support for 
the congregation in the year ahead. 
 
I’ve heard it said, so this will be no news to you, “we (St. Mark’s) have trust 
funds in the millions, so what is the need for my offering?” 

 
Indeed we do have trust funds, and yes they are in the millions, and some have said we may have 
more wealth than any parish in the Diocese.  With careful/faithful management, the Vestry is 
doing a superb job in working with professional administrative personnel to maintain the value of 
our investments in an effort to sustain the millions that have been entrusted to us over the 
years.  This is essential.  Why?  Because the amount pledged each year by members of the 
parish does not come close to meeting our expenses.  Our investments are needed to offset our 
expenses.  If we are unable to maintain the corpus of the investments, we could soon spend 
down and deplete the investment returns that allow St. Mark’s to continue on in ministry. 
 
How can this be?  It can be because St. Mark’s membership is a former shadow of itself.  It 
can be because we are endeavoring to maintain our ministry as though we still are that 
congregation of years ago with large building, significant staff, and a full-time rector, and 
many more members than we have today.  Our church building may be among the most 
impressive in the diocese.  However, the building blocks of the church, its people, have thinned 
through the years…left, died.  Sunday attendance has become a shadow of its former self; our 
building parceled out to others that use it because we no longer have use for it.  Days go by 
when even what’s left of the building is no longer used, save for the two offices, and on 
occasion Taylor Hall. 
 
Bottom line, investment returns, rent, contributions are barely enough to keep the ministry 
going!  It seems contributors have convinced themselves that trust investment returns are 
surely enough to sustain our ministry indefinitely.  That is a mistake. 
 
The need for your increased giving is essential, especially as we reactivate the search for a 
rector…not just any rector, but an individual well fitted for our setting.  That rector may need 
some part-time assistance in working with youth, seniors, in the community.   It would be a 
mistake to believe a new rector can turn our fortunes around on sheer magnetism of personality.  
We need to stand strong and contribute generously to fuel the renaissance of a new beginning, 
and your increased pledge is that missing step that will help to re- fire the possibilities of an 
enlivened congregation ready to write a new chapter in its ministry. 
 
In recent months we’ve seen traces of hopefulness.  Attendance at worship has increased ever 
so slightly, confirmation classes have resumed, an adult Sunday morning class has run out of 
chairs for those attending, a team of new servers at the altar will be trained.  Modest steps 
forward perhaps, but along with your increased financial support these are important steps in 
preparing for the new chapter of calling a new rector to serve among us.  Please seek God’s 
guidance when considering an increase in your pledge support to St. Mark’s. 
 
+ Bishop Michael 
 

Paw Prints from St. Mark’s 
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 Animal Blessing:  Even though the weather was a bit cool and rainy, St. Mark’s and Grace Lutheran had a 
fun-filled afternoon on Sunday, October 1 inside in Taylor Hall when they gathered to honor St. Francis of 
Assisi by blessing his beloved animals.  Take a look at the assortment of animals: 

 

     
 

     
 

   
 

 
 

  Manna Meal:  It’s time for St. Mark’s to take its turn serving a meal for our neighborhood residents.  The 
dinner will be served at First United Methodist Church beginning at 5:00 p.m. Saturday, November 11, 
followed by Bingo.  There is a sign-up sheet in Taylor Hall for food donations, and helping to prepare and 
serve the meal.  We are especially in need of pans of dessert bars and people to help prepare spaghetti 
casseroles during the week before the dinner. 
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BINGO PRIZES most needed are items that cannot be purchased with food stamps; such as, paper products, 
toothpaste, toothbrushes, laundry detergent, cleaning products, etc.  Please place your donated bingo 

 items in Taylor Hall in the box/baskets provided.
 
 Collection for the Thanksgiving Food Ingathering for the Lord’s Cupboard will be Sunday, November 19 this 

year.  Suggested donations are:  canned hams or other canned meat, boxed stuffing, instant mashed 
potatoes, gravy, and canned items such as green beans, corn, yams, sweet potatoes, cranberry sauce, or 
fruit; also, roll mixes, cake mixes, pie filling, pie crust mix or other dessert mixes would be appreciated.  

 There will be a box in the hallway outside Taylor Hall marked for donations.
 
 According to definition, Stewardship is “the careful and responsible management of something entrusted 

in one’s care.”  On Pledge Sunday, November 26, we will seek to be good stewards of the gifts God has 
placed in our care.  As we reflect on our many blessings as a parish family, we commit ourselves to the 
giving of our treasure, our time, and our talent for the mission and ministry we share in Jesus Christ.  Watch 
for the special stewardship letter and pledge form coming your way and then “listen to the spirit and give 
from your heart.” 

 
 Hurricane Relief Assistance:  Along with the $720 proceeds from the garage sale held September 29-30, six 

hundred seventy-five dollars in donations given by St. Mark’s parishioners, and an additional $1605 from 
outreach, a combined total of $3,000 was given to the Episcopal Relief & Development Fund to benefit 
victims of the recent hurricanes. 

 
 

    

DON’T FORGET!  This Sunday, November 5, 

we will be officially back to regular Central 

Time, so make sure to turn your clocks BACK 

one hour Saturday night. 
 

 

 
“WOOLKLIPPINGS” 

FROM GOOD SHEPHERD 
 

 CELEBRATING  ALL  SAINTS’ on November 5 with the Rev. Robert Kem is a wonderful time to solemnly 

remember the saints that have gone before…although Bob shared he will sermonize on past, present and 
future saints.  Is your interest perked?  

 
Make it a point to come.  But first, email to Judy McLaughlin YOUR list of saints to be remembered.  
tommymacrph@yahoo.com 

 
And remember!  Daylight saving time ends that Sunday so we FALL BACK! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=zQ2i5MAMdv3YGM&tbnid=RNcDGi1RpFbPyM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.stpaulslutheranchurch.org/&ei=kORvUtWsIsONygHs7YDgAg&bvm=bv.55123115,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNEbGpOOIoI9zVjLv0UXRtKy9_1d9Q&ust=1383148915065121
mailto:tommymacrph@yahoo.com
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 FUNNY STORY!  Did you see the grounds of Good Shepherd have been cleaned up for winter?  Major tree 

trimming!  Richard and Deb arrived for the Vestry meeting and noticed people in the yard trimming trees.  When 
asked, they said they were from Jim’s Tree Service and “some guy named Bob down the block sent them down 
to Good Shepherd to trim out some deadwood.”  The guy was named TOM!  Richard and Deb proceeded to take 
them around the church grounds and tell them to trim this tree and that tree.  Did you notice the evergreens?  
Now, you can see through the windows of the church.  Not sure if/when Jim’s Tree Service got back to that “guy 
down the block!” 

 
 

 MISS IVY enjoys the last days of fall in Good Shepherd’s lovely courtyard garden.  It is so nice to have even 

ONE child in church school.  Individualized attention, certainly.  I remember when Liz Leksell enjoyed the 
teaching of Nan Bucknam for a couple of years all by herself.  That one on one is special!  More children are 
great and spark creativity, conversation and a synergy among them.  Larry Bucknam has begun teaching the 
curriculum for Confirmation.  Hunter Hesler is interested and attending.  Anyone else?  This is a great time 
to take advantage of this special teacher, who has prepared a couple of generations of young people for 
Confirmation. 

 
 

Also, we have a chronic need for church school teachers.  Even if you are just willing to fill in for a Sunday or 
two on an intermittent basis.  It’s fun!  See Joan Haberman or Debby Leksell, if you might be willing.  We 
really do miss Angie Martin-Schwarze. 

 

 TO SHARE OUR BLESSINGS:  The newly formed organization Alcoholics Anonymous support group AlAnon 

asked permission to use the Good Shepherd facilities for their meetings on Tuesday evenings.  We are 
eager to have our lovely facilities available for organizations such as this.  The Girl Scouts have regularly met 
in our church.  The Vestry agreed to the usage after amending the Building Use Policy to define NO Smoking 
in the building or on the grounds.  Unfortunately, we weren’t timely in our response and the group had 
found another location.  But we will be ready for the next time.  We have a gift to share. 
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 “WE ARE AMBASSADORS FOR CHRIST”:  ” This is the theme for our Wednesday Evening Suppers and Bible 

Study as we study the healing ministry of Jesus. We will examine healing as we understand the holistic 
meaning that God intends for healing to be; grounded in physical, spiritual and emotional healing. We 
intend to share our healing experiences and find out how we each can be further instruments of God’s 
healing in our families, work, and communities in which we live. 

 
This will be facilitated by Rev. Bob Kem who has been a member of the International Order of St. Luke The 
Physician, who encouraged healing ministries and healing prayer in the churches he has served for over 30 
years. Some of his experience come from his own personal healing from cancer in 1992 at the age of 38 and 
a heart attack in 2005. Bob is currently serving part-time as a Hospice Chaplain in Des Moines for Mercy 
Hospice since 2016.  

 
Participants will need to bring a copy of a contemporary Bible such as the The New Oxford Annotated Bible 
and a spiral notebook. Friends of the community and family members are welcome as always. Sessions will 
begin with a soup supper at 5:30pm Study to follow at 6:00-7:15 pm on three Wednesdays in December:  
Dec. 6, 13, 20. 

 

 SUPPLY CLERGY, GOD BLESS THEM!  Our regular 1-2 times a month clergy Mary Jane Oakland and Bob Kem have 

enriched our lives exponentially.  With winter coming on, the Vestry decided we were going to "keep them".  
Each has been presented with a key to the church.  If they are early to celebrate with us, they can let themselves 
into the church.  A different term other than “supply” clergy should be established.  We love all four - Mary Jane, 
Bob, Lydia and Kris.  “Supply" seems too cold and business like.  Any ideas?  Blessed Clergy?  Celebrant Clergy?  
Super Clergy?  The Good Shepherd Clergy?  Friends of Good Shepherd Clergy?... 

 
Not only have they been presented with keys to the church, they also have been added to the updated family 
and friends church directory.  Remember, you can access this directory on the members portion of the church 
website:  www.goodshepherdwcia.org. 

 
Both Mary Jane and Bob have a healing ministry, which they are sharing with us through special prayers and 
anointing of oil after the service.  Both have offered to, and the Vestry has authorized to meet pastoral needs 
with individuals in the church.  An appointment would need to be set up.  We encourage this be before or 
following the scheduled service in order to mitigate mileage costs.  Just because we do not have a shared 
regular clergy with St. Mark’s does not mean that our pastoral as well as sacramental needs cannot be met. 

 
The Holy Spirit is present! 

 

 THE GOOD SHEPHERD BAZAAR AND SOUP LUNCHEON  will be Saturday, December2, 10AM-1PM.  Set-up will 

be after the Church service, Sunday, November 26. 
 

All hands young and old are needed on Saturday.  Please be at the Church by 9:15 A.M. on Saturday.  We 
anticipate a good sale of baked goods as, we have heard, there will not be a Cookie Walk at Asbury 
Methodist Church this year.  Boxes and plastic bags are always needed for our guests. 
Many Hands make light work and we will have FUN!  

 
Sign-up sheets for soup, set-up, and clean-up are on the vestment cabinet.  PLEASE HELP!! 

 
Proceeds from the "free will" soup lunch are used for Church projects.  Proceeds from the bazaar are used 
by St. Margaret's Guild for their projects.  Thanks in advance.  ~Judy 

 

 JUST A HEADS UP to put on your calendar when making holiday plans, the Christmas Eve service at Good 

Shepherd will be at 4:00 PM on Sunday, December 24.  Carols before at 3:30.  Mary Jane Oakland will be 
celebrating the Eucharist with us.  We are checking with the “powers that be” about having Advent IV 
service that morning at 10:45. 

 

 

http://www.goodshepherdwcia.org/
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Trick or Treat Who is this scary masked man? 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=text+separator&hl=en&sa=X&biw=1280&bih=575&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=x3P0pDoVXitW6M:&imgrefurl=http://www.cjs-cdkeys.com/mass-effect-3-origin/mass-effect-3-language-change.html&docid=_jyxaDkiF7hgzM&imgurl=http://www.cjs-cdkeys.com/mass-effect-3-origin/LineSeparator.png&w=846&h=188&ei=NM2eT9WeLKrl0QHntf2kDw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=681&vpy=314&dur=2172&hovh=106&hovw=477&tx=241&ty=64&sig=113110611592050920121&page=2&tbnh=30&tbnw=135&start=10&ndsp=28&ved=1t:429,r:5,s:10,i:120
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St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
9:00 AM    Sunday Holy Eucharist 
 
Nov 5 All Saints’ In Memoriam 
Nov 8 Vestry Meeting, 6:00 p.m. 
Nov 11 Manna Meal at First Methodist, 5:00 p.m. 
Nov 19 Thanksgiving Food Ingathering for The Lord’s Cupboard 
Nov 23-24 Holiday Observance (Office Closed) 
Nov 26 Pledge Sunday 
 
Good Shepherd Episcopal Church 
10:45 AM    Sunday Holy Eucharist 
 
Nov 5 All Saints’ In Memoriam 
Nov 11 Saturday Evening Service, 5:00 p.m. 
Nov 15 REVIVAL 2017 with St. Mark’s 
   in Fort Dodge, 3:00-7:00 p.m. 
Nov 16 REVIVAL Church Service, 9:00 a.m. 
   at St. Mark’s 
 (No service at Good Shepherd) 
 


