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May 2018 
 

The Joint Newsletter of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Fort Dodge, Iowa 
and the Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd, Webster City, Iowa 

 

Bishop Michael Last, Intentional Interim Rector for St. Mark’s:  lastm46@gmail.com 
Admin Support:  stmarksadmin@frontier.com 

 

St. Mark’s: 515-576-2019     St. Mark’s Fax: 515-576-0632      Good Shepherd: 515-832-2707 

St. Mark’s Web Site: www.stmarksfdia.org   Good Shepherd’s Website: www.goodshepherdwcia.org 
 

Mark Your Calendars: 
An Episcopal Weekend Set for May 19-20 

  

 

 

 
 

Sunday, May 20, 2018 
10:30 a.m. 

Bishop Alan Scarfe, Presiding 
 
“Strengthen, O Lord, your servant with your Holy Spirit; 

empower him for your service; 
and sustain him all the days 

of his life. Amen.”    

 
With these words from The Book of Common Prayer, 
our Bishop, Alan Scarfe, will confirm Conner Ely, Tiffany 
Garber, Garrett Seaba, and Mack Seaba from St. 
Mark’s, and Hunter Hesler from Good Shepherd Church 
in Webster City on the third Sunday of May. 
 
For several weeks, the St. Mark’s confirmands met with 
Bishop Michael on a weekly basis to increase their 
understanding of the Christian faith and the tradition 
and practices of the Episcopal Church. 
 
In addition to welcoming Bishop Scarfe at Good 
Shepherd on May 20, we will be having a delicious 
baked potato bar, salads, and dessert following the 
service. 
 
Do be on hand on May 20 to support and give thanks 
for Hunter, Conner, Tiffany, Garrett, and Mack, who will 
be making a public declaration of faith and renewing 
their commitment to Jesus Christ. 
 

Paw Prints & WoolKlippings 

http://www.goodshepherdwcia.org/
http://www.stjosephcecilia.com/adult-confirmation/
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Finally, spring has arrived, and hopefully there will be no more snow to darken                                  

     the season.  And, just as the seasons transition, so does the life of the 

church.  I’ve been forewarned that as the days grow warmer, attendance at 

worship will experience a parallel decline.  I hope that will not be dramatic.  

We have prayed and worked intentionally to increase attendance, and it 

has.  How sad if it were now to slip through our fingers and decline 

again.  Interviews with rector candidates are underway, and it’s critical 

we maintain the momentum of the past year.  Almost every Sunday we’re 

seeing new faces attending.  Having a sanctuary of more than a handful attending speaks well of 

the vitality of St. Mark’s.  The spirit among worshippers is positive and, we have, thank God, a 

spring in our step.  God has chosen to bless us, at precisely the time we are seeking a new 

rector—wonderful timing!  We also rejoice in four new confirmands, additional servers and 

acolytes, and many new individuals who have begun attending, though some are not yet ready to 

become members at the moment. 
 
Again, some remodeling is being done on the church’s lower level with fresh paint and new 

carpeting.  Talks are underway to open Taylor Hall as a “Coffee House” ICCC students midweek, 

even as we continue to be a major donor to the IKY’S youth center.  And so it’s imperative that 

we have much to show and tell potential priest candidates for interview about St. Mark’s varied 

and significant ministry, helping them to feel the growing momentum for which we are asking 

them to be a part.  Let us be in prayer s we call on the Holy Spirit to lead us through the search 

process, and eventually the call to a rector candidate. 
 
Also this footnote:  Organ work is now complete with shutters reinstalled, which will impact the 

voicing and volume of the organ when accompanying congregational hymns and liturgy. 
 
We have much for which to be grateful. 
 
+ Bishop Michael 

Intentional Interim Rector 
 

 

 
   This worshipful day was made even more special with the Baptism of Bernard Vogel EASTER SUNDAY:

France, son of Karen Vogel and David France, grandson of Sharon and Don Vogel, and great-grandson of 
Donna Vogel, followed by a delectable Easter Dinner in Taylor Hall.  The Vogel family furnished the meat 
and mashed potatoes in honor of Bernie’s baptism, and the St. Mark’s attenders brought side dishes. 

 
It’s the first time in three years the sanctuary has been as full as it was that day, with nearly 100 people!  
…and about three-quarters of them stayed for the meal—what a feast! 

Paw Prints from St. Mark’s 
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St. Mark’s Easter Service 2018 

 

   
 Our talented cantors and violinist Bill Sergeant on Easter Baptizing little Bernie 
 
   Our hearts go out to the Ely family as they mourn the loss of mother and grandmother TO SAY GOODBYE:

Char Ely who died on the last day of April. 
 

Visitation will be from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. on Friday, May 4, in the Gunderson Funeral Chapel. 
 

Bishop Michael will officiate the funeral at 11:00 o’clock on Saturday, May 5, at Gunderson Funeral Chapel 
in Fort Dodge, followed by a graveside service at North Lawn Cemetery.  All are invited to return to St. 
Mark’s for a luncheon in Taylor Hall after the service. 
 
 

North Central Chapter Meeting 

Several people from Good Shepherd and St. Mark’s attended the North Central 
Chapter Meeting at St. John's Episcopal Church in Mason City on Saturday, April 21.  
There were also representatives from Trinity, Emmetsburg; St. Thomas, Algona; St. 
John's, Mason City; and St. Matthew's, Iowa Falls. 
 
Discussion mostly centered on lack of communication with the Diocese, especially 
concerning the Horton Hears project.  Richard Paxson from St. John's was chosen to 
be Chapter representative to the Diocese.  The next Chapter meeting is to be held in 
August, 2018.  Tom McLaughlin volunteered Good Shepherd to host that meeting. 
 
The 2018 Diocese of Iowa Convention will be Saturday and Sunday, October 27--28, 
with the Episcopal Presiding Bishop attending and preaching. 
 
St. Matthew's invited all to attend the organ concerts on Sunday afternoon in the 
summer.  And Good Shepherd invited everyone to hear the conversation with Zee  

   Bishop Michael, John Daniel, Tom & Judy in Webster City, Sunday, April 29. 
McLaughlin, Sharon Vogel, & Mary Kay Daniel 
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“WOOLKLIPPINGS” 

FROM GOOD SHEPHERD 
 
 YOUTH BLESSINGS AND OPPORTUNITIES:  Our Diocese blesses us with opportunities for our youth to connect 

with other youth…Good Shepherd youth have been fortunate to serve and be served…in April, Ursula 
Leksell was a leader and participant in the high school weekend Happenings at St. John’s Mason City.  
Hunter Hesler and Treyton Sinclair are excited to attend the middle school/9th grade New Directions 
weekend April 29 at St. Paul’s Council Bluffs.  Good Shepherd and the Episcopal Diocese of Iowa offers 
scholarships to the youth for these events to help families.  Investing in our youth is investing in our future.  
"Good seeds are scattered." 

 
Check out the Diocesan website (iowaepiscopal.org) for youth and adult summer opportunities: 

 
EPIC:  Iowa Episcopal Summer Camp July 23-27 

Summer Ministry School and Retreat for the whole family June 22-24 at Grinnell 
 
Other learning opportunities: 

Episcopal Evangelism Toolkit (online) 
A.C.T. (awaken, confront, transform)  to end Racism 

2018 Poor People’s Campaign (a national call for moral reform) 
Freedom School 360 for youth ages 13-18 

Civil Discourse Curriculum (online) 

Choosing Christian Formation Curriculum (online) 
 
 GOOD NEWS:  Bishop Alan Scarfe will be at Good Shepherd for regional confirmation this May 20th.  There 

are confirmations scheduled from St. Mark’s and well as our own Hunter Hesler.  Join us! 
 

Good Shepherd, as host, is providing baked potatoes and lettuce with dressings, sour cream and butter.  All 
are invited to bring a topping for the baked potato/salad bar or side salad or dessert for the reception 
following the service. 

 

 TRAINING:  Summers are catch as catch can with clergy vacations.  The Rev. Mary Jane Oakland graciously 

shared her mentorship in refreshing the Lay Eucharistic/Extraordinary Worship Leaders education for Lay 
Distribution of Communion after the service on April 22.  Deb Leksell, Judy McLaughlin, Karen and Richard 
Mason, Rhonda Masser and new member Marsha Anderson got their questions answered and embraced a 
new confidence in the opportunity Bishop Alan has provided our congregation to be served communion 
every Sunday.  Home/hospital communion was also covered.  Good Shepherd has a strong laity mission - 
always with the Holy Spirit present.  We are blessed! 

 

 CHURCH CONNECTIVITY:  Connecting to what?  Why would we want to?  Would it be used?  The Diocese 

asked all congregations to reply to a survey - are they set up for connectivity through the internet for things 
like video conferencing and sharing services?  Good Shepherd, like many, is a true negative!  We are lucky 
to have a relatively new television for power point and DVD presentations. 

 

http://iowaepiscopal.org/
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A large monetary gift to the Diocese to ensure connectivity of all churches in the Diocese has begun the 
process.  The Vestry of Good Shepherd is open to the unfolding process.  An example of the usefulness of 
this connectivity is live streaming the closing Eucharist of the Annual Convention as part of our Sunday 
worship.  Presiding Bishop Michael Curry will be part of the convention.  Other uses would be regional 
video conferencing, chatting live with Diocesan resources… 
 
Tom McLaughlin said at the Vestry meeting, “It is like the Field of Dreams... if you build it, they will come.”  
Questions to ask, questions to answer, opportunities presented... 

 
 ZEE NIAZY shared his faith story as a Muslim, living and working in small town Iowa Falls at Good Shepherd 

on April 29.  Zee sought political asylum refugee status after serving and being wounded as an interpreter 
for the U.S. Army in Afghanistan.  Zee currently owns and operates his own business Zee’s Handyman 
Service in Iowa Falls. 

 
 VESTRY:  The next meeting will be a joint May/June meeting on June 3 at 9:00 AM at the Church.  If anyone 

has concerns, questions or ideas or are just interested, they are welcome to attend Vestry meetings and/or 
ask to be on the agenda, if an item needs official approval.  We generally operate in a congregational 
consensus affirming way and welcome input. 

 
 GET PREPARED:  It's time for our Annual Thrift Sale!  Last year, due to personal time commitments, we were 

unable to have the sale at a time when we had enough folks available to do the job. 
 
There are some changes this year.  We will have the sale on Saturday, June 16 from 8 AM to 1 PM.  Our $1 a 
bag sale will start at noon.  Please gather up your gently used clothing, freshly washed, and your household 
decorating and utility items that work, aren't broken and are clean.  Working, being whole and being clean 
are MUSTS. 
 
We will set up the Sunday before and put inside items out.  Bring larger items to the church Saturday 
morning, the 16.  It would be helpful if you bring items that have been marked, but we will have stickers 
there to use too.  We would suggest nothing less than 25 cents for ease of adding up at the checkout.  So 
start saving your grocery sacks and we will work on advertising closer to the 16th.  If you have any questions 
please contact Karen Mason, 832-6095, rkmason1931@gmail.com or Rhonda Masser, 832-1587, 
rhonda.masser9@gmail.com . 

 
 TRAINING:  Summers are catch as catch can with clergy vacations.  The Rev. Mary Jane Oakland graciously 

shared her mentorship in refreshing the Lay Eucharistic/Extraordinary Worship Leaders education for Lay 
Distribution of Communion after the service on April 22.  Deb Leksell, Judy McLaughlin, Karen and Richard 
Mason, Rhonda Masser and new member Marsha Anderson got their questions answered and embraced a 
new confidence in the opportunity Bishop Alan has provided our congregation to be served communion 
every Sunday.  Home/hospital communion was also covered.  Good Shepherd has a strong laity mission - 
always with the Holy Spirit present.  We are blessed! 

 
 

PHOTO GALLERY 
 

 
PRIEST-IN-TRAINING:  On April 22, Nicola Bowler, 
Candidate for Holy Orders for the Priesthood, 
preached on the Name Day of the Good Shepherd, 
first asking what the church meant to its members.  
Elder Gus Dermand shared his story of becoming an 
Episcopalian from his Greek Orthodox heritage and his 
mother’s comment, “I was surprised it took you this 
long (paraphrased - Gus had served in many roles at 
Good Shepherd, including treasurer)”.  Barbara 
Flowerday-Golberg said, “Good Shepherd is 

a family that takes care 
of itself.  We know we 
can count on one 
another.”  Nicola went 
on to share the historical 
with the current, 
including the 
congregation of Good 
Shepherd. 
 

mailto:rkmason1931@gmail.com
mailto:rhonda.masser9@gmail.com
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://bestclipartblog.com/clipart-pics/photography-clipart-3.jpg&imgrefurl=http://bestclipartblog.com/25-photography-clip-art.html/photography-clipart-3&h=160&w=147&tbnid=GnMoBmVVsD3mHM:&zoom=1&docid=l57ZsG8OUP9w3M&ei=RKLsVOCNM_SAsQTHsIKYCQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CFYQMygdMB0
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://bestclipartblog.com/clipart-pics/photography-clipart-3.jpg&imgrefurl=http://bestclipartblog.com/25-photography-clip-art.html/photography-clipart-3&h=160&w=147&tbnid=GnMoBmVVsD3mHM:&zoom=1&docid=l57ZsG8OUP9w3M&ei=RKLsVOCNM_SAsQTHsIKYCQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CFYQMygdMB0
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HATE TO SAY GOOD-BYE:  Lydia and Ila Bucklin cele-
brated the Eucharist for the last time at Good 
Shepherd on April 14.  We will truly miss this dynamic 
duo that has brought light and laughter into our midst.  
Ila called us “the fun church”.  God’s blessings be upon 
their family in their relocation to Michigan. 

 
GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY:  Junior Warden Steve 
Haberman (now principal of Clarion Goldfield Dows 
Middle school and once a student of high school AND 
church school teacher Larry Bucknam) thanked Larry 
for his decades of service as treasurer of Good 
Shepherd.  The Rev. Mary Jane Oakland offered 
prayers and new member Marsha Anderson was 
recognized during the service on April 22: 

  
Larry Bucknam was not only thanked for his service as 
treasurer, but also for the difference he has made in the 
youth of the church by teaching church school and 
preparing his charges through the years for confirmation.  
His wife Nan started the little ones and Larry finished 
them off!  Good Shepherd has cause to be grateful to this 
quiet duo dedicating their time and talents to the youth. 

 

LITTLEST ACOLYTE:  Our own beaming Katie Haberman 
assists young Ila carrying the cross.  Katie is following 
in the footsteps of her two brothers, Jake and Joel, as 
being acolyte on call with good humor.   Virtual Tom is 
at the organ. 

 
FAMILY TIES:  Tom & Judy McLaughlin with 4 of their 6 
godchildren Easter (Robbie, Zac, Zeb & Noelle Katschke). 

 
 
FAITHFUL SERVICE:  Joan Haberman reads the Easter 
lessons. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EASTER JOY:  Our worship service… 
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http://www.google.com/imgres?um=1&hl=en&tbo=d&biw=1486&bih=545&tbm=isch&tbnid=3xLLeUR8KGx5eM:&imgrefurl=http://www.clker.com/clipart-blue-swirl-divider.html&docid=cVcAKcR7SU79SM&imgurl=http://www.clker.com/cliparts/K/Z/8/m/F/U/blue-swirl-divider.svg&w=1024&h=768&ei=vHyiUPn8DPKgyAGC6oCIDQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=16&vpy=211&dur=3557&hovh=194&hovw=259&tx=148&ty=73&sig=106644755909970569404&page=1&tbnh=161&tbnw=255&start=0&ndsp=15&ved=1t:429,r:8,s:0,i:99
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                     & NEWSLETTER 

Good Shepherd Episcopal Church 
1100 Mary Lane 
P.O. Box 108 
Webster City IA 50595 
 

 

St.  Mark’s Episcopal Church 
10:00 AM    Sunday Holy Eucharist 
 
May 9 Vestry Meeting, 6:00 p.m. 
May 19 Growing Iowa Leaders Conf, 10:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. 
 Good Shepherd Church, Webster City 
May 20 Regular Service at St. Mark’s, 10:00 a.m. 
 Confirmation Service, 10:30 a.m. 
 Good Shepherd Church, Webster City 
 
 
Good Shepherd Episcopal Church 
10:30 AM    Sunday Holy Eucharist 
 
May 12 Saturday Evening Service, 5:00 p.m. 
May 19 Growing Iowa Leaders Conf, 10:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. 
May 20 Bishop Visit & Confirmation 
 


