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Happy May Day! Glad for the seasonal rain, for the sunshine and the flowers! Celebrate Spring. Life is Good.
The list of activities for May is impressive with so few people doing so much—celebrate the abilities of the
congregation. Wonderful folk who do enough and care enough to make a larger difference in their
community than the number of members might predict. Hooray!
April 15-17, seven of us from St. Mark’s and Good Shepherd participated in HAPPENING 40 in Sioux City.
Josie Essing, David France, and Karen Vogel were the St. Mark’s contingent. Karen was the event
coordinator, Josie was part of the staff, and David was a participant. Noelle Katschke, Ursula Leksell and
Brianna Mourton from Good Shepherd were all on the staff. The weekend was very moving and fun, with
carefully planned activities, games, and lots of singing. Each gathering provides new insights, bolsters faith
and builds community. Profound food for the soul.
Last month at my Lion’s Club meetings, I invited as speakers folks from some of the groups with which St.
Mark’s is involved. Both the 511 Practical Living and the ICKY’s folk were particularly well received. Pat
yourselves on the back for these supporting programs that strive to change lives by developing the life skills
of youth and adults. These are on the cutting edge of serving community.
On May 12, we will host another 511 Practical Living class. Andrea Harrison of Linking Families assures us
that even though the numbers of participants are low, that these programs are slow to catch on — if we keep
on offering classes and welcoming folks, it will become an established life-changer in the community.
On May 14, is St. Mark’s turn for the Manna Meal and Bingo. Please sign up to help, and bring donations of
necessary items that basic government food programs do not cover.
ICKY’S: The Ecumenical Easter Sunrise Service fundraiser for ICKY’S raised a thousand dollars for the Youth
Center. Thank you to all who participated and donated. It was a lovely, lively event.
Once again, it is time to formalize who is involved in which ministries at St. Mark’s by signing up for
committees. While long patterns of knowing “who does what” exist and are helpful, in order to include
newcomers and make sure we don’t wear out long-time members, we need to define a few roles and
responsibilities.
Scholarships for $1,500 each have been awarded to Jake Haberman as he pursues his career as an M.D., and
to his brother, Joel, who will be starting his second year of college in the fall.
Of the whole Episcopal Church, the Diocese of Iowa provides some of the most fun and richest experiences in
building up the people and building the church. June 24-26, the Grinnell Summer Ministry School and
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Retreat has opportunities for Episcopalians of all ages and interests. Youth events run parallel to the adult
gathering and include 4th through 12th graders.
Adults can choose among learning to lead morning prayer or learning Improv; finding out how other
congregations serve their communities; studying the Bible; or use the time for a silent retreat. The food is
awesome, worship is uplifting, laughter is encouraged and the idea is to love one another. Great people —
love those Episcopalians. Grinnell is a beautiful quiet setting, transportation between buildings is by golf
cart or on foot (your choice) and parking is plentiful. I attended part of the weekend last year and am
looking forward to returning for the full event.
Remember that the last weekend in July, EPIC summer camp for youth occurs. More on this later.
Elaine

Paw Prints from St. Mark’s
 Election of Officers: At the April 10th vestry meeting, Mary Kay Daniel was elected Senior Warden and Sharon
Vogel as Junior Warden. Shannon Ely resigned from the Vestry to take the position of St. Mark’s Treasurer. And
John Daniel was unanimously voted to fill the one-year term vacated by Shannon. Congratulations to all of you,
and many thanks for your willingness to serve our Lord!

 Manna Meal: St. Mark’s takes its turn to cook the meal on Saturday, May 14. The dinner, which begins at 5:00
p.m., is served at First United Methodist Church, and is followed by a game of bingo. There is a sign-up sheet in
Taylor Hall for food donations, and for helping to prepare and serve the meal. We are still in need of people to
make brownies, and to help prepare spaghetti casseroles during the week before the dinner.
And, don’t forget your BINGO PRIZE donations!! Most needed are items that cannot be purchased with food
stamps; such as, paper products, toothpaste, toothbrushes, cleaning products, etc. Please place your donated
bingo items in Taylor Hall in the boxes/baskets provided.

 Church Women United: Ladies, consider being a part of this excellent ministry group—just show up at the next
meeting to enjoy a program and refreshments with other Christian women. The next meeting will be held
Friday, May 6 at 9:30 a.m. at the First Baptist church, 28 North 10th Street, with a presentation of “Finding Grace
at the Table”.

As we get closer to the end of our Godly Play classes for the year, I just want to say a big THANK YOU to everyone
who has helped and supported the Godly Play program! I had a great time this year learning and telling all the
wonderful stories, and I think the kids enjoyed it as well. We purchased some new stories for next fall, and I am
excited to start learning and playing with the new items. (I think I have just as much fun "playing" as the kids do!)
Godly Play will go through the end of May and will resume in the fall. If anyone is interested in helping next year or
has any questions about Godly Play, just contact Elaine or myself. There are many different ways people can help,
and I welcome anyone who wants to learn a story to tell! There is a free training coming up on June 18 in Des
Moines that I plan on attending, and anyone is welcome to come with me and learn more about Godly Play! Again,
Thank you everyone! ~Lydia Schmoker
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Episcopal Diocese of Iowa hosts:

Baptismal Living Days
Come as a team to explore the questions:
“In what concrete life experience is God currently inviting/challenging/nudging our response?”
“How will we respond?”
“What support as well as challenge comes from our baptismal vows?”

Saturday, May14
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Council Bluffs
9am to 5pm
$10 registration fee includes lunch.
Visit iowaepiscopal.org for more information.

“WOOLKLIPPINGS”
FROM GOOD SHEPHERD
 Another wonderful God-filled Happening! Ursula Leksell, Noelle Katschke and Brianna Mourton attended the
Happening at St. Thomas in Sioux City the weekend of April 15 th, as staff! They prepared for this the first
weekend in April at St. John's in Ames. Elaine, adult staff, mentor, facilitator, transportation and all round good
sport, got them to and from Sioux City. Special thanks to the congregations of St. Mark’s and Good Shepherd for
their acceptance of different ministry—Peg at St. Mark’s and Morning Prayer at Good Shepherd. It’s nice to have
a change sometimes. Good Shepherd sang an old friend, the Venite, a capella during Morning Prayer.

Happening at St. Thomas

Noelle, Ursula and Brianna at Happening

Home from Happening at St. Thomas

Ursula, Noelle and Brianna all said they had a wonderful time. Yes, it was worth it! They are excited about
summer camp and, of course, the fall Happening in Des Moines—making lifelong friendships in their faith
journeys. We invest in our future!
 The Bishop’s Committee met April 9 at Deb Leksell’s for a retreat…focusing on the questions: Why is Good
Shepherd Episcopal Church here? What is our ministry? and How best can our updated, refurbished church
serve? Elaine was a welcome addition to the process, but she mostly listened and occasionally made an
observation or shared a thought. We revisited the considerations from last year’s retreats and shared new
ones…and ended up with an action plan. Go check it out at www.goodshepherdwcia.org. You will observe the
opening statements:

1.
2.
3.
4.

Are you seeking a church home to get married in?
Would you like to be baptized?
Do you have spiritual questions you’d like to ask and seek answers for?
Are you hungry for grace?

Social media such as our website and Facebook page are good for getting the information out to people who may be
church shopping. Our work is to discover what people are searching for, explore our strengths and gifts and then
reach out and share them where they are. There is NO substitute, however, for a personal invitation to join us!
In addition, we came up with some other action items for becoming an “inviting” church, as well as a
“welcoming” church. The full notes may be found under the members side of the website as well as hard copies
at church. Thanks to Deb Leksell, Rhonda Masser, Joan Haberman, Tom McLaughlin, Richard Mason and Elaine
Caldbeck for spending the time to do more than business as the Bishop’s Committee.
 Speaking of Websites: Deb Leksell will begin work on a new redesign of Good Shepherd’s site soon. It’s
important to have a fresh, updated site every year or so to keep it interesting. Hopefully, the changes will be
cosmetic and perhaps a little more user friendly. Posting photos, particularly those from an IPhone, can be really
challenging and frustrating. Other than that, Deb enjoys keeping it current with new photos and
happenings. The website not only has stuff to interest the public but also becomes an archive of events and
documents, particularly on the member’s side. It can serve as an electronic file cabinet for Bishop’s Committee
minutes and policies.
 Also from the retreat, an intriguing article recommended by Elaine on NOT being a welcoming church BUT being
an inviting church, and we are going to explore our individual ministries and gifts to publish on the website
(maybe Facebook). For instance, Angie Martin-Schwarze, Kendall Young Library Director, also is the Girl Scout
leader of the troop that meets in the church. The girls are going to pick up the rocks that have scattered through
the yard and have become a mowing hazard. An article, with photos, should generate interest. Each one of us
has a gift, indeed more than one gift: teacher, charity, gardening, cooking, baking, decorating, landscape design,
farmer, nurse, statistician, volunteer, pharmacist…and we have endless ways that we share our gifts. We are
going to showcase these stories. Be thinking of sharing your gifts. The Holy Spirit worketh!
 Concerning gifts: After much discussion through the months about different signage for the church, which can
be extremely expensive (ranging from $4-7 thousand), we’ve asked Tom Conley to work with our existing sign
and add service times and the website address. Of course, it needs to be stained and repainted. But the posts
are good and Tom says he can do it! The Holy Spirit inspireth!
 Our old friend, the Good Shepherd, joins us every service through the clear glass window in the courtyard. We
decided to allocate some of the remaining funds in the building budget to landscape and beautify the courtyard
as a place of visual welcome. Teri Cornett, when time allows, will begin the project. Are you seeing the trend?
The Holy Spirit lives and moves in all of us!
▪ Annual Garage Sale: Good Shepherd will hold its Annual Garage Sale on Friday & Saturday,
June 10-11. Friday hours are 2-6pm. Saturday hours are 8-Noon. We welcome donations from
St. Mark's. The committee requests that items are not brought to church before June 20 due to
limited space. More information will be in the June newsletter.
 This is Deb getting ready for the sale! Had to clean the garage so Mark could store his stuff in it. Snow shovel
came down and hit her in the eye!

 A special thank-you: Good Shepherd recently received a note from Trinity Lutheran which says…

GOOD SHEPHERD FAMILY NEWS
 Congratulations to Barb Flowerday on her new nursing position at the Iowa Specialty Clinic, Wright Medical
Clinic in Clarion!
 Zeb Katschke, who badly burned his hands in an accident, is finally able to go back to school after nearly four
weeks. No activities or working though!
 Nancy Whaley is nearing the end of remodeling and updating her smaller home on Superior Street. Almost
ready to move in and put the Elm Street house on the market.
 Elizabeth Sparks is doing well in her final trimester. John Michael is expected May 24. Grandma Debby is
planning on lots of long trips to Memphis!
 Prayers for all those we care about but especially for the Anderson/Ubben, Mourton and Anderson/Dimuti
families.
"Consider this: someone is praying for you. No matter who you are, no matter what your situation may be,
even if you are not a praying or believing person yourself, even if the one praying for you does not know
your name or share your faith, still, somewhere, in some way, someone is praying for you. The prayer that
they lift up includes you, embraces you, casting its net of blessings around you. This fact alone means we
are never alone. Somewhere today, someone cares enough to pray for you, for me, for no other reason
than love.” ~ The Rt. Rev. Steven Charleston, Episcopal Bishop and Choctaw Elder families.

Note: This happens every church service in the Episcopal church. If you haven’t been lately, come and make
this so. If you can’t come, the Book of Common Prayer can make it so in your individual prayer life!

~ Proverbs 31:28

