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MESSAGE FOR LENT
from
BISHOP CURRY
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be
united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your
glory in the world.
~The Book of Common Prayer

Lent has two quite remarkable bookends. On Ash Wednesday we are reminded that we are
dust and that God loves us even in our dustiness. At the end of this season, we will celebrate
the power that God's love has to transform this world. Easter reminds us that not even death
can keep us from God's unconditional love. As we follow in the footsteps of Jesus this Lent, we
know that living out God's love for the world is our ultimate goal.
We also know that this walk with Jesus won't be easy. Following Jesus takes us through Good
Friday and the cross. There will be struggles; there will be times when we stumble, but we are
not alone. We are bound to one another as children of God. We share with Jesus in God's
beloved family.
God came among us in the person of Jesus to show us how to be more than simply the human
race. He came to show us how to realize God's dream, God's purpose, God's plan for us and
for all creation.
Whatever devotion you practice this season of Lent, either giving up something that ties you to
this world or taking on a spiritual task or discipline, let it be something that helps you
participate in the movement of God's love in this world, following in the footsteps of Jesus and
loving one another.
~ Bishop Michael Curry
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Paw Prints from St. Mark’s
 ANNUAL MEETING: About 32 people attended the 161st Annual Meeting of St. Mark’s on February 12. We
experimented with a new format this year by holding both the church service and the meeting in Taylor
Hall. Fr. Bob Kem led the congregation for the church service, as well as the 161st Annual Meeting, followed
by a delicious soup and sandwich luncheon served by Sharon and Karen Vogel.
Fr. Bob had requested that attendees complete an evaluation form to express opinions about the
experimental format and to “vote” on whether a later church service time should be established, now that
the priest does not have to travel to Webster City for another service.
The majority of those who responded said they would prefer to have at least the church service itself in the
sanctuary, followed by the Annual Meeting either by remaining in the sanctuary or possibly moving
downstairs to Taylor Hall after the service.
The overwhelming majority of respondents indicated they would like to change the starting time of the
church service to 10:00 a.m.
Below are some photos taken at the Annual Meeting:

 SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER: The coordinators of this year’s Pancake Supper, Mary Kay Daniel and
Shannon Ely, would like to express their heartfelt thanks for all the efforts of everyone at St. Mark’s who
conributed in helping to make this event such a success! Special thanks goes to cooks Ron Ely, Shannon Ely,
Wayne Ely, and Jim Schreier. And, of course, the Pancake Supper couldn’t have happened without the rest
of the “Shrove Tuesday Team”, who made batter, fixed drinks, cleared tables, greeted guests, and all the
other work involved with putting on this event. Over $1200 was raised for Gateway to Discovery.

 HELP

PREPARE FOR

PALM SUNDAY

AND

EASTER. The Altar Guild and other

parishioners will be gathering in the Community Room on Friday, April 7 at 7:00
p.m. to clean and polish brass in preparation for Easter, and to make palm crosses
for Palm Sunday. Constructing palm crosses is a project that requires many
hands, and it’s a fun time of fellowship, so please join us. Call Mary Duro at 5733294 with any questions.

 SCHOLARSHIPS: Applications for fall scholarships are due April 1. (Scholarship guidelines are in the
February newsletter.) Applications are available in the parish office, or call the office at 576-2019 and one
can be mailed or emailed to you.
 MISSING LIBRARY ITEMS (PLEASE RETURN): If you have borrowed either a book
or Bible study from the St. Mark’s library, we would appreciate having it/them
returned. Items we are aware of having been gone for some time are:
 A set of three paperback books by Peter Tremayne (Sister Fidelma series)
 Beth Moore’s Bible Study tapes, “Breaking Free”
If you have either of the above items, or have had another book or tape series in your possession for
awhile, please try to finish with them and then return them to the church office. We’d like as many people
as possible to be able to make use of library contents. Thank you!

 LENTEN SOUP SUPPER & STATIONS: Beginning THIS Thursday March 9, Fr. Kem will be joining folks for a
light supper in Taylor Hall starting at 5:30p.m., followed by Stations of the Cross and socializing.
Sign up in Taylor Hall to join your fellow parishioners on Thursday evenings during Lent for an enjoyable
time of food, Christian education, and fellowship.

 HOLY BAPTISMAL CLASSES OFFERED: During Fr. Kem's time with us and before Easter Sunday, classes will be
offered on Holy Baptism—its biblical history, meaning and direction for our lives as Christians today. Times
will be arranged to meet personal schedules. If you know of some-one who has not been baptized, invite
them and come with them to this special class. Candidates for baptism will be presented with support of
their families and sponsors on Easter morning in celebration for the Resurrection at 10:00AM at St. Mark's.

 LENTEN BIBLE STUDY: Fr. Robert Kem, who will be shepherding St. Mark’s through the Lenten season
and Easter, will be leading a Bible Study on Sundays following Coffee Hour from 10:30-11:30am beginning
March 12, and ending on Tuesday evening of Holy Week, April 11 from 6:00-7:30pm.
It is a study based on the 7 Last Words of Jesus spoken from the Cross on Good Friday. A supplemental
DVD is used, based on the book Healing the Dying written by The Rev. Dennis and Rev. Matt Linn and Sheila
Linn. It follows a course guide and study in detail of the seven famous words spoken by Jesus from the
cross. They empower us as Christians to live our lives fully in the promise of God's Kingdom and teachings
on eternal life, so that we may live more fully for the rest of our lives as followers of Jesus in faith. Some of
the most powerful lessons Jesus taught come from the cross and are taken from Matthew, Luke and John's
Gospel writings of this event. You will be deepened in your faith and inspired as you will see Good Friday in
a new perspective. Easter and the resurrection will be God's final word and message to each one of us.
We encourage you to grow spiritually during Lent and bring a friend to join you on this special journey of
faith.
Please sign up on the list on the table outside the sanctuary doors, or in Taylor Hall if you (and a friend)
would like to be part of the Lenten Bible Study, so the office can order a book for you.

INVITATION
NORTH CENTRAL CHAPTER MEETING
Trinity Episcopal Church of Emmetsburg
SATURDAY, MARCH 18
10:00 AM TO 11:30 AM
The Episcopal Churches of the North Central Chapter include: Trinity Episcopal of Emmetsburg; St.
Thomas of Algona: St. John’s of Mason City, St. Mark’s of Fort Dodge, Good Shepherd of Webster
City, and St. Matthew’s of Iowa Falls.
Meeting Facilitator: Dave Nixon, Vestry/Lay Minister 734-735-5535
Your friends at Trinity in Emmetsburg are eager to host the Spring 2017 meeting.
Who’s invited? Leadership of all six churches in the North Central Chapter including clergy (active &
retired), vestries, convention delegates, youth and young adult ministry leadership, church employees, and
lay leadership in all areas of the congregation’s ministry.
The Rev Lydia Bucklin, the Bishop’s Staff liaison for Chapter Meetings, will attend to discuss the function
of the Chapter meetings.
Proposed Agenda items include:
 Choosing a Convener
 Discuss REVIVAL 2017 Planning
 Board Update
 Input needed: budget
 Discuss Nomination deadline for Chapter representatives to Board meetings
 Discuss 2018 budget planning process
 Schedule AUGUST 2017 Chapter Meeting

“WOOLKLIPPINGS”
FROM GOOD SHEPHERD

 Prairie Church in February:

Tom McLaughlin and Khaiser

Hunter reading the lessons

 Good Shepherd Enjoys New Ministry…the Rev. Kris Leaman celebrates the Eucharist with Treyton and Judy
assisting.

 Lay Eucharistic Visitor: Another growth step inspired by the Holy Spirit! Good Shepherd is blessed to have
the active input of one of our supply clergy, the Rev. Mary Jane Oakland. In addition to checking for the
little things like ashes for Ash Wednesday (we didn’t have them), she offered to come early on March 5th to
train our Licensed Lay Eucharistic Ministers to be Lay Eucharistic Visitors. What’s that, you say? Sometimes
a parishioner confined to their home or in the hospital will be nourished by a visitor, who brings
communion to them. It doesn’t have to be a priest. It can be the Licensed Lay Eucharistic Visitor. Good
Shepherd is blessed with 8 people to cover this important ministry. While the communion is the
centerpiece, as it is in our primary worship, the visit is just as important. The person who shows up, who
cares…the friend.

 Seekers: Each of us is a seeker…some more active than others but we all seek a closer relationship to God.
It begins with baptism and continues with church school into confirmation. After confirmation we continue
to learn and grow into our relationship with God and our faith community. Good Shepherd is seeking those
who want to be baptized, and then confirmed and then grow in the faith. Maybe Khaiser would like to be
baptized…Hunter said he would like to be confirmed…who else?

 We’ve been invited to share St. Mark’s Lenten Thursday nights. We also had tentatively planned on
Wednesday night lay led services of Evening Prayer, Compline and Stations of the Cross. The decision to be
made is the individual commitment to drive over to share time. As of this writing, we’re still talking. But,
we sincerely thank St. Mark’s for their inclusiveness and invitation.
Speaking of Lenten study…if you don’t have your book Welcome to Sunday, an excellent resource that
explains much of the Episcopal Church service - the why’s, wherefore’s and history, then pick up your free
copy at the church. Even if you can stay after church on Sunday for a brief discussion - no pressure - you’ll
learn great stuff!

 Vestry Retreat: As I am sitting here in sunny Memphis, I’m trying to remember our vestry retreat held
February 9 with no notes. After going over the nominal best practices of Vestry meetings - respect for one
another’s views, reaching consensus and living with the results, we focused on the question of “what does it
mean to be a transformational church”? Each one of us had something to bring to the table from
transforming ourselves, to not being an expert with the answers, to sharing our story. Which of course
brought up, “what is our story”? No easy answers there. I think the questions brought up more questions.
Certainly more dialogue. And I suspect Good Shepherd doesn’t have just one story…each of us has our own
story.
We know our primary focus is on growth - growth in the spirit, growth in community, growth in mission.
We’re pretty sure we’re not evangelical but we do have things to share. We know that we are open to
change…we are flexible in our worship style and space…we care about one another…we like each other.
We emerged with a new ministry focus - a card ministry. We plan to design and purchase cards that we can
send notes to everyone on our prayer list - praying for you, concerns, birthdays, anniversaries…happy events,

as well as those who need just a thinking of you note. The ministry will also extend to our wider community
- perhaps someone had a special accomplishment - an Eagle scout, a special award…or someone has a tragedy
or serious illness. Rhonda Masser, with help, has volunteered to head this ministry.
So, we are asking that when you add someone to the prayer list, you include the full name and address so a
card can be sent. If you don’t want a card sent, just note that. If you don’t want a last name published, note
that too but please include it so we can keep track of who “Jim” is.
We talked about the upcoming Revival on September 15…what are we being called to do? What does Revival
mean to us? How does it fit in with “transformational”? The Rev. Lydia Bucklin will be with us on March 11
and April 8 (our Saturday night services). Perhaps she can give us some direction...
We talked about being more integrated with our neighborhood and having a neighborhood block party with
hotdogs and popcorn (the Golbergs have a popcorn machine)…maybe games…who knows who might show
up?

 Services at Good Shepherd for the transition months until the search for new clergy is complete will include:
 MARCH 5: Holy Eucharist with the Rev. Mary Jane Oakland followed by Lenten Study (leader signup in church hall)
If you haven’t gotten your book, Welcome to Sunday, please take one and sign the sheet. This is your
copy and will be used for the Lenten Study.

 Women’s Lenten Lunches are on Tuesday at 12:00 at Trinity Lutheran Church. You will need to call the office
at 832-2220 by Monday noon with your reservation.

