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~DAY BY DAY~

Jesus said, "It is more blessed to give than to receive."
You have probably heard me utter this Jesus quote a
hundred times over the last eight years, during the
Sunday morning service as the invitation to The
Offertory, when we offer bread and wine and pass the
plates through the pews.
So when you hear me say this, tell me, what is the
next thing you do? That's right, you reach for your
wallet in your trousers or purse. In other words, it's
time to give! Cash, money! And quickly, because the
plate is on its way!
I have often questioned the practice of asking for
money during the worship service. Not because it
isn't a vital part of what it means to give as people of
faith, but because I think it reinforces the thought that
Christian giving is primarily financial in nature.
We forget that we're also offering bread and wine to
become Christ's blessed body and blood, and we're
offering ourselves -- "our souls and bodies"-- giving
ourselves over to God to be used for holy purposes.
Another thing that bothers me about having a request
for financial giving as such a visible and prominent
part of our public worship is that I think it sends the

wrong message to people of little or no means who
find themselves in church on Sunday.
How does this common practice speak to them?
What reaction do they have when the plate comes
their way and they haven’t even a dime to drop in it?
Is the church more interested in people with money
than with people without money?
Some may even think, “I thought the church didn't
charge people to belong, but I guess that's not true
after all."
While we cannot exclude "money" when we speak of
the subject of Christian giving, we certainly have to
get beyond the notion that giving is only about money.
This may mean, as I have implied, approaching our
worship practices differently, so we’re not putting poor
people on the spot when they join us for worship.
But I also think we need to enlarge, broaden our
understanding about the many ways we are offered to
give that have absolutely nothing to do with the
contents of our wallets!
Just think of all the "giving" opportunities each day
brings our way:

…the gift of our encouragement to someone
feeling low;

…the gift of faith when someone has lost all
hope;
…the gift of love to someone who feels unloved.

…the gift of a smile to a stranger;
…the gift of our time to someone who is feeling
lonely;
…the gift of rejoicing with someone who has
experienced the wondrous and is just dying
for someone to notice;
…the gift of our ingenuity when someone needs
help to solve a problem;

There are so many ways for us to give that have
nothing to do with money and every one of them is
blessed in God's sight, and a source of joy and grace
to both the receiver and giver.
Let's make this Lent a great season of giving, shall
we!?!

Love and prayers,
Fr. Richard

NORTHWEST CHAPTER
of
the Iowa Diocese
by Christine Schiltz

What is a chapter? The areas that are now chapters were called deaneries until Bishop Alan Scarf helped everyone
to divide into smaller groups. A chapter is a group of churches within a certain area of the state that meet and
work together to strengthen one another.
Which churches makeup the Northwest Chapter? The following churches belong: St. Alban's in Spirit Lake, Trinity
in Emmetsburg, St. Thomas in Algona, St. John's in Mason City, St. Mark's in Fort Dodge, Good Shepherd in Webster
City, and St. Matthew’s by the Bridge in Iowa Falls.
When does the chapter meet? Each chapter meets twice a year, unless an activity comes up—one meeting in the
spring and one in the fall.
What does the chapter do? At the meeting, each church brings to the table what it has been doing in regard to the
Diocesan Strategic Plan, “For a Time Like This.” A Diocesan representative is assigned to each chapter (Tory
Lightcap for Northwest Chapter) who is present at each meeting and brings information on important issues.
Describe the meetings. At the spring meeting there is usually a theme, and this spring presenters from the
Multicultural Commission of the Diocese, will work with each chapter to plan a workshop to explore racism in the
United States as well as our personal racism. “With the many situations in the United States that have at their
roots racism and prejudice, hidden and blatant, and with the two very recent grand jury decisions that must cause
us all pause for reflection, prayer, and hopefully action, all of us, but particularly white Christians, need to examine
ourselves.“
What can we do to become part of the healing that still exists in our part of the world even with laws that
seemingly no longer project Whites and with a Black President? What can we do to open our church doors to all
persons, meeting them where they are without expecting them to meet us where we are? How can we go out of
our church doors empowered to “make us one” and still embrace our diversity? There is no cookie cutter answer
to moving outside ourselves to recognize our way is but one way; as the body of Christ, we are part of a larger
communion than what for many of us is defined by our own relatively small community.
We want to move beyond having people feel just guilt without knowing what can be done; what actions can we
take to rectify the situation? At the same time, we must keep in mind the historical roots of our prejudices and
racism, i.e., our personal stories of White Privilege.
The fall meetings usually center around the Convention, including elections, and the financial report. Any church
may bring an amendment to the meeting.
Who attends the meeting? The clergy from each of the churches involved and the Diocesan delegates attend the
meeting, along with any interested lay people. Among those attending is a chapter representative to the
Diocesan board. That person at present is Fr. Richard. Since he is retiring soon, we are to elect a lay person to be
our representative.

*NORTHWEST CHAPTER SPRING MEETING IS AT 3 PM MARCH 8, AT ST. MARK'S IN FORT DODGE.*
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2 Annual
Hunger March
BENEFIT FOR THE LORD'S CUPBOARD
Saturday, March 7
10am at Crossroads Mall
Form or Join a team ~ Collect pledges or give a
donation.

There are time slots available every 10 minutes.
Reservations are necessary to book a sitting, so
please contact Shannon Ely to reserve your time.
These pictures will be taken in Taylor Hall.

GOOD SHEPHERD will have their pictures
taken on TUESDAY, MARCH 24. Time slots are
available from 2:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m.
Reservations are necessary, so please contact
Shannon Ely to reserve your time. Pictures will be
taken in the Fellowship Hall of Good Shepherd.

A $50 donation will provide for a family of 4.

For information please call 576-7586
We will be producing a joint
pictorial directory for our
two church congregations.
There is no cost to us, unless
members decide to purchase
personal copies of their photos.
Here are the details:

ST. MARK’S will have two picture-taking days:
TUESDAY, MARCH 17 from 2:00-9:00 p.m. with
time slots every 10 minutes. and MONDAY,
MARCH 30 from 12:00-7:00 p.m.

In addition to a free directory, participants are
eligible for the following:
 Each family will receive a complimentary
8x10 photo.
 Additional photos that are ordered receive a
20% discount.
 If a non-perishable food item is donated, a $5
off coupon is available.
 Everyone who registers an e-mail address
will receive a $10 coupon via e-mail.
Shannon Ely may be contacted as follows:
Cell phone: 515-408-3809
Email: shannonrely@yahoo.com

An organizational meeting will be held March 15, 2015 at 11:00 a.m. in Taylor
Hall to plan the Rector’s Retirement Celebration and Bishop’s visit scheduled for
May 31. Anyone interested in helping with organizing this special event is
welcome to attend.

Seeing Through the Fog:
Hope When Your World Falls Apart
"It’s not about how long I have left to live. It’s about how I spend the time I do have." —Ed
Dobson

(6:00 pm Tuesdays at St. Mark’s / 12:30 pm Sundays at Good Shepherd)
It’s not too late to join in this 2015 Lenten Study, which is a DVD series
by Pastor Ed Dobson, “about living well when you realize you can’t live
forever. It is about having gratitude for each sunrise, birthday, and moment
of knowing God more. It is about holding hope when circumstances hold
pain.”
When doctors told Ed Dobson that he only had two to five years left to live,
at first he lost hope. But thanks to friends and family, he soon found himself
on a path filled with new discoveries, fresh insights into his faith and the revelation that truly, "it ain't over till it's over."
Ten years later, Ed still lives to tell his story. In Seeing Through the Fog, he shares the lessons he has learned. His
touching story and words of wisdom will inspire you to seize the day—and make the most of every moment of life you
still have left.

We learned on Sunday of the death of Rhonda Masser’s daughter, Elizabeth (Libby) Masser. The
certainty that death touches each one of us is of little consolation to a parent who loses a child. We
mourn with Rhonda and her family and entrust Libby to God’s never-failing love. May light perpetual
shine upon her in that heavenly kingdom, where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, but life
everlasting.

The recent fire that consumed the Flowerday/Hilts home has left us all in shock, wondering why such terrible
things can happen to people that are dear to us. We, of course, cannot really know the why behind life’s low
moments, at least not in this life. But we can and do, in faith, offer to God our hurts for healing and respond
compassionately to those who need our love and concern.
It has been so gratifying to see how magnificently our community has rallied around Adrianne and Jasmine
and their children. Local organizations, such as the Red Cross and State Farm Insurance, and area churches are
responding to the many needs of these families: housing, food, clothing, childcare, and so much more. A fund
has been set up to channel financial donations of support; if you would like to contribute, please send your
check to the following:
Larry Bucknam,
Treasurer of Good Shepherd,
900 Walnut Street, Webster City IA 50595
(515-832-1168)
Note in Memo Line: Flowerday/Hilt Fund
In recent days, I have been thinking about a particular text from Isaiah, which in so many ways speaks to both
God’s desire and power to pull beauty out of the ashes of human tragedy. I share them with you, not only to
remind you of the grace and mercy of God, but to challenge you to be instruments of that grace and power in
the lives of Flowerday/Hilt family going forward. This new chapter in their journey is only beginning.
“To all who mourn in Israel, he will give a crown of beauty for ashes, a joyous blessing instead of mourning,
festive praise instead of despair. In their righteousness, they will be like great oaks that the LORD has planted
for his own glory.” (Isaiah 61:3)
God bless you!
Fr. Richard

Paw Prints from St. Mark’s
 Congratulations to the new Vestry Members elected at the Annual Meeting, Anna Bacon and Jim Schreier.
At its meeting following the election, the Vestry elected Shannon Ely as Senior Warden, Mary Kay Daniel as
Junior Warden, and Anna Bacon as Clerk of the Vestry, as well as voting Art Bacon to serve as Treasurer.
John Daniel was elected to serve as delegate to the Diocesan convention this year, with Shannon Ely as
alternate. Thank you to all of these church members for the sacrifice of their time and talents, and their
willingness to serve!

St. Mark’s has a new website and website address!! There is a members’
section, which will contain information of a more sensitive nature that we
don’t want published for the public; such as, financial reports, prayer
requests, and such. When you check out the website, be sure to sign up
as a member. Send your pictures of parish events to the office so they can
be included in the “Gallery”. Let us know what you think and if you have
any suggestions. The address is www.stmarksfdia.org.
 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper: The coordinators of this year’s Pancake Supper, Anna Bacon and
Shannon Ely, would like to express their heartfelt thanks for all the contributions and efforts of everyone at
St. Mark’s who conributed in helping to make the numbers for this event above and beyond the last many
years! Special thanks goes to the “Shrove Tuesday Team”: Joyce Anderson, Art Bacon, Mary Kay Daniel,
Margo Daniel, Susan Derscheid, Ron & Char Ely, Fr. Richard, Esther Merrill, Celeste Rice, Mary Beth Rice, Jim
& Kathleen Schreier, Karla Skaggs, and Jennifer Zhai. Also, a HUGE Thank-You to the ladies from Gateway
to Discovery for all their hard work! Over $1200 was raised for Gateway.

 Help prepare for Palm Sunday and Easter. The Altar Guild and other parishioners
will be gathering in the Community Room on Friday, March 27 at 7:00 p.m. to
clean and polish brass in preparation for Easter, and to make palm crosses for
Palm Sunday. Constructing palm crosses is a project that requires many hands,
and it’s a fun time of fellowship, so please join us. Call Mary Duro at 573-3294
with any questions.

 Easter Lilies: If you would like to donate lilies for Easter, please fill out one of the forms and put it in the
offering plate with your check/cash, or drop it by the office during the week. You may take your flower(s)
home after Easter.

 Scholarships: Applications for fall scholarships are due April 1. (Scholarship guidelines are in the February
newsletter.) Applications are available in the parish office, or call the office at 576-2019 and one can be
mailed or emailed to you.

 Church Women United: If any of you ladies are interested in being a part of this excellent ministry group,
just show up at the next meeting. It will be held March 6 at 9:30 a.m. in the Celebration Center at
Friendship Haven in honor of the World Day of Prayer.

“WOOLKLIPPINGS”
FROM GOOD SHEPHERD

 At their February 8th Annual Meeting, Good Shepherd elected Deb Leksell and Richard Mason to replace
outgoing Bishop’s Committee members, Adam Martin-Schwarze and Tom McLaughlin. Tom McLaughlin
volunteered to replace Larry Bucknam, who has retired from his position on the Bishop’s Committee. He will,
however, remain as Treasurer for Good Shepherd. Rhonda Masser was elected as delegate for the Diocesan
Convention in 2015, with Tom McLaughlin as alternate. Congratulations to all!

 Acolyte and Lay Reader Training: Many children and adults have expressed interest in acolyte and lay reader
training, so Fr. Richard has set aside time before Easter to tutor us. Following are the schedules:
ACOLYTES
3:30 PM (or 4:00 PM if out-of-towners would like to attend)
Mondays, March 16 & March 23 (with a makeup date of March 30)
Fr. Richard will gear the training to age-appropriate level of ministry (for instance, some may only
be able to carry the cross or torch). However, all will be shown the basics of serving communion.
LAY READERS
4:15 PM (following the acolytes on both Mondays)
Mondays, March 16 & March 23 (with a makeup date of March 30)
Fr. Richard will instruct on the craft of Lay Reading. When clergy is NOT present, each lay reader
should be familiar with Morning Prayer, Liturgy of the word, and possibly lay distribution of
communion (with the Bishop’s permission).
PLEASE RESPOND BY EMAIL, OR CALL 835-1780 (Deb Leksell) WITH YOUR INTEREST and time preference.
 HOORAY for Joel! Joel Haberman is the class 1A state wrestling champion at 132 lbs! He was a runner-up last
year at 126 lbs. Joel is a senior at Clarion-Goldfield-Dows High School. His wrestling team won the state dual
title for the second straight year.

