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What is Pentecost? Why Does It Matter?
On Sunday, June 4, Christians across the world will celebrate Pentecost. In fact, not all Christians recognize this
holiday (holy day). But it is generally honored in liturgical churches (Roman Catholic, Anglican, Lutheran,
Eastern Orthodox, etc.). Pentecost is not as well-known or as popular as Christmas and Easter, though in many
ways, Pentecost is the birthday of the church.
For Christians, Pentecost is a holiday on which we commemorate the coming of the Holy Spirit on the early
followers of Jesus. Before the events of the first Pentecost, which came a few weeks after Jesus’ death and
resurrection, there were followers of Jesus, but no movement that could be meaningfully called “the church.”
Thus, from an historical point of view, Pentecost is the day on which the church was started.
The English word “Pentecost” is a transliteration of the Greek word pentekostos, which means “fifty.” It comes
from the ancient Christian expression pentekoste hemera, which means “fiftieth day” and is borrowed from
Greek-speaking Jews who used the phrase to refer to a Jewish holiday. This holiday was known as the Festival
of Weeks, or, more simply, Weeks (Shavuot in Hebrew). This day became especially significant for Christians
because, seven weeks after the resurrection of Jesus, during the Jewish celebration of Shavuot/Pentecost, the
Holy Spirit was poured out upon his first followers, thus empowering them for their mission and gathering
them together as a church.
This event is recorded in the New Testament book known as The Acts of the Apostles. Chapter 2 begins, “And
when the day of Pentecost had come, [the first followers of Jesus] were all together in one place” (2:1). All of a
sudden, a sound came from heaven, like a strong wind, filling the house where the people had gathered.
Something like tongues of fire rested on their heads. “And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak in other languages as the Spirit gave them the ability to speak” (2:4).
The languages spoken by the early Christians were intelligible (not other worldly) and were heard by thousands
of Jewish pilgrims who had come to Jerusalem to celebrate Shavuot. The content of the miraculous messages
had to do with God’s mighty works (2:11). Many who heard these messages in their own languages were
amazed, though others thought the Christians were just drunk (2:12).
At some point, Peter, one of the leading followers of Jesus, stood up and preached his first sermon to help folks
understand what had just happened. In this sermon he cited a portion of a prophecy from Joel:
‘In the last days,’ God says,
‘I will pour out my Spirit upon all people.
Your sons and daughters will prophesy.
Your young men will see visions,
and your old men will dream dreams.
In those days I will pour out my Spirit
even on my servants–men and women alike–
and they will prophesy.
(Acts 2:17-18; Joel 2:28-29)
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Later, Peter explained that the Spirit would be given to all who turned from their sin and turned to God through
Jesus (Acts 2:38).
This was a momentous event. For the first time in history, God began to do what he had promised through Joel,
empowering all different sorts of people for ministry. Whereas in the era of the Old Testament, the Spirit was
poured out almost exclusively on prophets, priests, and kings, in the age of the New Testament, the Spirit
would be given to “all people.” All would be empowered to minister regardless of their gender, age, or social
position.
Although this truth would not mean that every Christian would be gifted for every kind of ministry, it did imply
that all believers would be empowered by the Spirit. The church of Jesus Christ would be a place where every
single person matters, where every member contributes to the health and mission of the church (see Eph 4:1116).
Christians are meant to live in the presence and power of the Spirit of God. The Holy Spirit helps us to confess
Jesus as Lord (1 Cor 12:3), empowers us to serve God with supernatural power (1 Cor 12:4-11), binds us
together as the body of Christ (1 Cor 12:12-13), helps us to pray (Rom 8:26), and even intercedes for us with
God the Father (Rom 8:27). The Spirit guides us (Gal 5:25), helping us to live like Jesus (Gal 5:22-23).
(Taken from article by Rev. Dr. Mark D. Roberts, Patheos.com)

El Greco, The Pentecost (1596-1600)

Paw Prints from St. Mark’s
 FRONTIER DAYS PANCAKE BREAKFAST: We are hosting a pancake breakfast on Saturday, June 3, from 7:009:30 a.m. in Taylor Hall. Come and enjoy some tasty cakes and fine fellowship! No ticket cost for the
breakfast, but a freewill donation to support Jade Green’s missions trip will be requested—free will offering
only. Plan to come before the parade and help support the work of our faithful cantor! (See notice below.)

 ST. MARK’S LEADERSHIP RETREAT: Friday and Saturday, June 9 starting at 6:00 p.m., and June 10 starting
at 9:00 a.m. are the dates for the St. Mark’s planning retreat to be held in Taylor Hall. The retreat will
include devotions, discussion, planning, visioning study, and fellowship. You are invited to participate along
with members of the vestry.
Significant factors to be considered at the retreat will include:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Taking inventory of our present circumstances.
What strategies are needed to improve our outlook.
Do we have a mandate from the scriptures and our foundational imperatives?
What will be the past and current legacy we desire to pass on to the next rector?
What strategies will influence the impact of St. Mark’s in the next year, two years, four years?
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6. What leadership gifts will we need from our next rector?
7. Are there current factors that need to be addressed that may be standing in the way of productive and
faithful ministry?
8. Are we using our current resources to effect this change that we are hoping for?
9. Do we have a sense of where God may be leading us?
10. How do our future plans impact our relationship with the Good Shepherd congregation?
11. Do we see the conclusion of St. Mark’s’ ministry in sight? Why? Why not?
12. What are key strategies that we can commit to over the next:
1 year
2 years
3 years?
13. What commitments are you able to make to ensure that we achieve our goals and vision over the next
three years?
As you can see, this is an ambitious use of our time. The need for your involvement is paramount and I,
along with the vestry, are counting on your participation. This is critical work that has a direct bearing on
our near future.
WE HOPE YOU WILL COME, SHARE, AND BE READY TO CREATE NEW POSSIBILITIES FOR THE ST. MARK’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH WE LOVE DEARLY.
~ from Bishop Michael
Intentional Interim Rector

SPRING CLEAN-UP DAY: Come prepared to help spruce up the building grounds
after coffee THIS Sunday, June 4. Come and spend some time working together
as a church family at the outside clean-up day. Then, plan to come again in the
fall to help out inside the church building.

 PROGRESS FOR DHOAL: For those of you who have contributed to the effort to bring Dhoal Larjin’s family to
be with him here in the United States, following is a thank-you from him and his sponsor, Fr. Bob Kem.

A Word of Deepest Thanks
Psalm 116:10 How shall I repay the Lord, for all the good things he has done for
me?
Words will not express the heartfelt thanks for your generosity to me and my
family. We are almost there in reaching our goal to reunite one another. I ask for
your continued prayers for two things after we met with an Immigration Lawyer in
Des Moines.
1. Contact with an Immigration Lawyer in Nairobi, Kenya who will get papers
to the proper officials to clear my mother and my wife for their passports. These go to the US Kenyan Embassy for clearance.
2.

The proper amount of a small bribe or pay-off to customs officials to let them pass through without further detention.

Thank you so much for all you have done for me and my family. We hope to see you once they arrive safely.
Faithfully in Christ,
Dhoal Larjin
Rev. Bob Kem
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 PRESERVE IOWA SUMMIT: As a historic part of downtown Fort Dodge, St. Mark’s has been asked to house
classes for the Summit on Friday, June 9 for this annual historic preservation conference.

Preserve Iowa Summit is the premier statewide conference for professionals and volunteers involved in
historic preservation. Participants will have opportunities to learn about a broad range of preservation
topics, from historic tax credits to archaeology, etc. The summit is coordinated by the Iowa Department of
Cultural Affairs’ State Historic Preservation Office, the City of Fort Dodge, the Fort Dodge Historic
Preservation Commission and Preservation Iowa. It is funded in part with federal funds from the National
Park Service, a division of the U. S. Department of the Interior.
Registration is open to the public, now until the Summit; price after May 11 is $155. General sessions,
concurrent breakout sessions, and hands-on educational training will occur throughout the Summit -- as well
as informational tours, networking opportunities and an exhibit hall. Two special workshops on Iowa's
agricultural history and gravestone repair on planned for Saturday, June 10.
Five mobile tours are being planned for the Summit, according to Carissa Harvey, senior city planner.
They are: Karl King Bandshell in Oleson Park; the former Phillips Middle School; Warden Plaza; U.S. Gypsum
Co.; and, sculptures throughout Fort Dodge.
For more information, contact Paula Mohr at (515) 281-6826; paula.mohr@iowa.gov or Maggie Carlin at
(515) 576-8191; mcarlin@fortdodgeiowa.org.
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ALL proceeds go to help Jade Green’s mission
trip to Casa Angelina Orphanage in Guatemala
this summer.
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HELP SUPPORT OUR
CANTOR – PROMOTE
THE ST. MARK’S
FRONTIER DAYS
PANCAKE BREAKFAST:
Jade Green will be returning
to Guatemala in Central
America as an Intern at Casa
Angelina orphanage whose
primary mission is to provide
safety for young girls, ages
infancy to child bearing age.
Sex trafficking is of primary
concern. Her trip will
encompass nearly two
months, and any help we can
give her will be truly
appreciated. Please spread
the word and plan to attend
the breakfast

Taylor Hall
Saturday, June 3
7:30-9:00 a.m.
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If you like the music of handbell
choirs, be sure to take in this
concert presented by Rezound!
This group is an auditioned
community handbell ensemble
located in the greater Kansas City
area. As part of their Summer 2017
tour, they will be performing their
“Music of Time and Space”
Saturday, June 7 at 7:00 p.m. at
Grace Lutheran Church in Fort
Dodge. There is no charge, but
donations would be appreciated.

“WOOLKLIPPINGS”
FROM GOOD SHEPHERD
 GRADUATIONS: Good Shepherd congratulates Zeb Katschke, high school graduate of Iowa Falls/Alden High
School. Sierra Conley, high school graduate of Webster City High School and Jake Haberman, graduate of
Wartburg College with a degree in biology. Good job!

THRIFT SALE - NON-STARTER! The Thrift Sale was cancelled this year, mostly due to
over-extended members and limited sale items. If you have been collecting items,
please feel free to donate to an appropriate agency OR if you have good storage and it
will keep, save it for next year
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THE CARD MINISTRYT is going well. Many positive responses from people being remembered by their church
family, friends or even just Good Shepherd.

REVIVAL/LAVIVER: Extended conversation on REVIVAL set for September 15 was held. It ranged on
whether to actually do the Revival to having a huge outside party involving community (lots of work and
resources), to a quiet, contemplative church renewal (little work) to asking St. Mark’s if we could combine our
Revivals on that Saturday night. More to come…decision to be made.
We continued to chat about the Breaking Bread Ministry that the Rev. Lydia Bucklin, diocesan staff, is very
involved in. Having a Breaking Bread event during one of the community band concerts is a possibility.

 COMMUNITY OUTREACH: We decided to not send a representative to the Ministerial Association but asked
to be informed of community ecumenical programs, such as the Summer Lunch Program, Angel Back Pack
Program, and the Thanksgiving Ecumenical Food Packaging project. Deb Leksell agreed to be the contact.
Good Shepherd has for years supported the Ecumenical Human Needs Committee financially and
physically, with Rhonda Masser and Judy McLaughlin personally serving on the committee and our church
being used to meet with people requesting financial help.
In view of the proposed cuts to the national and state budgets, the need for community involvement in
social needs - particularly children’s hunger - are more important than ever.

 JOINT OUTDOOR SERVICE WITH ST. MARK’S: This fun event is tentatively set for August 6 at the Mason
Farm. Mark your calendars!

 FINANCES: Good Shepherd is in good shape. Our members are meeting their financial commitments and
the building loans are up to date and at this point even ahead of schedule by 8 payments. Of course, we
need to complete the courtyard project and approve and pay for a new church sign. Come and see the
proposed design - hopefully completed by September 1, in time for the Revival/LaViver!
In the works is also the siding of the church shed to match the church, which was previously approved.
 SUMMER DIOCESAN EPIC CAMP: July 24-28 was discussed. There are scholarship funds up to $75 per child
set aside for Good Shepherd set apart for attendance. The cost per child is $300. The Diocese offers
scholar-ships and some fund raisers may need to happen. We invest in our children.
 NEW SIGN FOR GOOD SHEPHERD: It is in the works! Attached is a photo of a mock-up proposed by Ray
Kinnetz, of Kinnetz Signs. Once approved, it will hopefully be in place no later than September 1. At this
time, we do not have an estimate of the cost. What do you think? The lower signs can easily be exchanged
as needs change (such as the church time).
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 MAY 21 was an especially meaningful service. The Rev. Mary Jane Oakland celebrated Holy Communion
and ended the service with a healing ministry. Many, who asked for special prayers and needs, participated
in this very moving spiritual event. Mary Jane said she would offer this regularly.
Not only was the service meaningful, but the church school overflowed with exuberant charmers. We
discussed the Gospel where Jesus said, love me, keep my commandments and you will not be left
orphaned. We are looking forward to the Holy Spirit and Pentecost.
More photos can be found on the church Facebook page and website: www.goodshepherdwcia.org

 SHARING NEWS OF OUR CHURCH FAMILY AND FRIENDS… Judy and Tom McLaughlin mourn the loss of John
Marvel (Judy’s brother), whose memorial service will be held June 3.
Lon is expected to come before the parole board on June 21. We continue to pray for him.
We continue to hold all who have asked for our prayers in our thoughts and prayer life.
O God of peace, who hast taught us that in returning and in rest we shall be saved, in quietness and in confidence shall be our
strength; By the might of thy Spirit lift us, we pray Thee, to Thy presence, where we may be still and know that Thou art God. ~
John Wallace Suter, Jr 1890-1977

 NEW MINISTRY AT GOOD SHEPHERD: We are pleased to welcome the Rev. Robert Kem as regular supply
clergy through the summer, beginning June 3. It is fitting to celebrate new ministry on the day of
Pentecost. Robert Kem retired from St. Anne’s in Ankeny and served St. Mark’s from January through
Easter this year. We are looking forward to broadening our worship experience.
 BISHOP CURRY IN KANSAS CITY: Rhonda Masser and Debby Leksell joined the Diocese of Iowa on their bus
trip to a regional revival in Kansas City with the Presiding Bishop Michael Curry on May 6. Both were
excited to go and not disappointed with their 12 hour day. It sparked the Vestry dialogue on Revival at
Good Shepherd.
The crowd probably was in the 1000-1500 mark, set in an outdoor venue surrounded by restaurants, bars
and kiosks. All sorts of people, not attending the Revival, wandered around through the event. Wonderful
music, including a band and choir, as well as the South Sudan music group and St. Augustine’s Liturgical
Dance group kept the energy going. Presiding Bishop Michael Curry spoke with enthusiasm, joy and
spontaneity for 25 minutes. Lessons, messages, singing ending in individual prayer stations completed the
2 ½ hour service.
Both Rhonda and Debby visited with people who were observing the event and had a chance to invite
(evangelize) them to join. Who knows what spark might have been ignited? Sometimes it is as simple as
saying, “come…you are welcome…”
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One of the key strengths of the Holy Spirit in the Episcopal Church is open communion. ALL are welcome at
the Lord’s table and thus in the Lord’s house. Good Shepherd, in particular, practices hospitality, thanks to
the presence of the Holy Spirit. (Pentecost is coming, you know!)
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St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
1007 First Avenue South
Fort Dodge IA 50501
&
Good Shepherd Episcopal Church
1100 Mary Lane
P.O. Box 108
Webster City IA 50595

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
9:00 AM Sunday Holy Eucharist
June 3
June 9 & 10
June 14

Pancake Breakfast, 7-9:30 a.m.
Leadership Retreat, 6:00 p.m. Friday
9:00 a.m. Saturday
Vestry Meeting, 6:00 p.m.

Good Shepherd Episcopal Church
10:45 AM Sunday Holy Eucharist
June 10

Saturday Evening Service, 5:00 p.m.

June 2017
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