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Make It a Family Affair 

Diocesan Events Set for June & July  
  

 
 
Fun, Learning & Worship for the Whole 

Family! 
 
ADULTS:  Check out the fantastic learning tracks 

being offered! Join a track that captures your 

imagination or fits your needs, and you’ll spend 8 

hours delving into that subject over the course of 

the weekend. OR just use the time as a solo 

retreat… Let someone else cook, find a quiet 

repose away from the hubbub of home in a dorm 

room with no distractions. Enjoy the rhythm of the 

Daily Office…worship scheduled into your weekend 

AND enjoy casual time with friends old and new! 
 
Kids entering grade 3 and younger: FREE 

CHILDCARE during track time. Their meals and 

lodging (with a parent/guardian) is free as well! 
 
YOUTH TRACK (entering grades 4 -12):  Gather 

for fellowship, music, worship, music, formation, 

music, and fun. Youth enjoy group favorites such 

as a Friday pizza party, swimming at the local 

pool, games, and lock-in. The Diocese of Iowa’s 

Youth Ministry Development Team (YMDT) leads 

this track that will meet at St. Paul’s Episcopal 

Church across the street from Grinnell Campus. 

Most participants enjoy the chaperoned lock-in 

accommodations, but youth can choose to sleep in 

the dorms with their parents. 

 

EPIC 2018 

Iowa Episcopal Summer Camp 
 
Join us at Pictured Rocks Camp in Monticello, 

Iowa, for Episcopal tradition, Christian 
formation, worship, and creative bible study. 
Summer camp traditions such as swimming, 

arts and crafts, making new friends, nature 
hikes, games, and s'mores around the 

campfire are included. 
 
WHO:  EPIC Summer Camp is open to all 

youth (not limited to Episcopalians) entering 
4th through entering 12th grades 
 
WHEN:  Monday, July 23, campers arrive 
3pm to 5pm - Friday, July 27, families join us 

for lunch 
 
WHERE:  Pictured Rocks Camp, Monticello, 

Iowa 
 
HOW MUCH:  $300 per camper. Financial 
scholarships are available. No child will be 
turned away. 
 

***Scholarships are always available! 
To request scholarship, email Lacey at 

lhoward@iowaepiscopal.org.  
Your request will be kept private.*** 

 
DEADLINE:  Don't delay! We can only accept 

60 campers and we fill up fast! 

 

Paw Prints & WoolKlippings 

http://www.goodshepherdwcia.org/
mailto:lhoward@iowaepiscopal.org.
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?llr=7s5gmvpab&oeidk=a07ef3mzgcrd5f7866f&oseq=
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NEWS I June 3, 2018 

On Love - and Fire - in Windsor 
In the lead up to the May 19 wedding of the 

Duke and Duchess of Sussex, many unusual 

elements, not least the marriage of a British 

prince and an American actress, captured the 

attention of the press. But on the day of the 

wedding, it was the preaching of Presiding 

Bishop Michael Curry that surprised 

worldwide media, the Twitter-verse, and 

those inside St. George's Chapel. 

Curry began his 13-minute sermon, 

which Vanity Fair's Katey Rich described 

as feeling "entirely different from a 

traditional royal wedding service;' by 

quoting the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.: 

"We must discover the power of love, the 

redemptive power of love. And when we 

do that, we will make of this old world a 

new world. Love is the only way!” 

Curry continued to extol the power of 

love – and not just the love of a young 

couple. "Jesus of Nazareth, on one 

occasion, was asked to sum up the essence 

of the teachings of Moses, he said, "And he 

reached back to the Hebrew Scriptures of 

Deuteronomy and Leviticus. And Jesus said, 

'You shall love the Lord, your God, with all 

your heart, all your soul, all your mind, and 

all your strength. This is the first and great

commandment, and the second is like it: love 

your neighbor as yourself."' Curry described 

the new earth that God will establish through 

love: "When love is the way, there is plenty of 

good room for all of God's children. Because 

when love is the way, we actually treat each 

other like we are actually family. When love is 

the way, we know that God is the source of us 

all. And we are brothers and sisters, children 

of God. My brothers and sisters, that's a new 

heaven, a new Earth, a new world, 

a new human family:' 

Curry's sermon drew laughs at his promise 

to end with alacrity to "get ya'll married" and 

at a reference to the social dysfunction 

instilled by social media. It also drew high 

praise from traditional media. The BBC, the 

Independent, and CBS News all called 

Curry's sermon "powerful:' But the consensus 

among  many  -  including the Telegraph, The 

Washington Post, The Guardian news.com, 
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The Independent, Reuters, Vox, The 

Sun, Huff Post UK, and GQ - was that 

Curry, in fact, "stole the show:' 

On Twitter, T.J. Holmes of ABC's 

Good Morning America said, "We have 

a breakout star of this Royal Wedding: 

Rev. Michael Bruce Curry:' 

The New York Times compared 

Curry's sermon to the presence of 

Pippa Middleton at Prince William 

and Princess Kate's 2011 wedding. 

"Keep your fascinators, tiaras, regalia 

and romance;' wrote Margaret Lyons, 

Anna Schaverien, and Jonah Engel 

Bromwich. "What if the surprise 

biggest star - the Pippa Middleton, if 

you will - of this royal wedding 

 

YouTube/CBC News 

photos 

 

 

was a sermon about love?" The 

Times wrote that the service had 

been "staid, stuffy even'' until 

Curry's sermon. 

Indeed, the presiding bishop's 

sermon, delivered with the 

welcoming energy and 

evangelizing flair to which Episco 

palians are accustomed, may have 

caught unawares royals expecting a 

staid, stuffy homily. Or, as WXYZ 

Detroit's Brad Galli tweeted, 

"Watching the royals watch 

American Bishop Michael Curry 

has become an unexpected 

highlight of this Royal Wedding. 

This man is fantastic:' 

 

 

Matthew Townsend 
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(NOTE:  The following report was written by Debby Leksell, Senior Warden of Good Shepherd, from that church’s 
perspective, but since representatives from St. Mark’s also attended, most of the article is pertinent to both churches.) 

 

 
 

Called, fed, and sent…we were fed at the Growing Iowa Leaders day on May 19 at Good Shepherd.  Four and a 
1/2  (baby Bernie who added much joy) members from St. Mark’s and four from Good Shepherd (Richard, 
Marsha, Rhonda and Debby) received outstanding presentations from Bishop Alan Scarfe (facilitator), the Rev. 
Meg Wagner (Diocese of Iowa) and Rev. Melissa Cooper (ordained Deacon in the United Methodist Church).  
In addition, both Bob Kem and Mary Jane Oakland came to the workshop and are excited to pursue a new 
direction forward with Good Shepherd.  
 
Melissa’s specialty is in the area of intergenerational ministry and cross generational communications.  Her 
topic was intergenerational faith formation and was in direct response to our strategic planning need of 
congregational growth and engaging children and youth in the life of the congregation and worship. 
 
Questions:  How do churches innovate while balancing with tradition - the old model of church and faith 
formation is not working?  How do we engage our children and youth? 
 
Simple answers:  Adult involvement in youth in the church is the most powerful.  For every child/youth, five 
people need to have direct involvement with them–know their names, interests, engage them in conversation 
every time we see them, be a model of faith formation.  Be an intergenerational faith community! 
 
Supporting the family of the children/youth–the greatest thing parents need is a village.  Consider how the 
church can be a “village.” 
 
How do we form faith balancing traditions to innovation? 

1.  Caring relationships 
2.  Rituals and milestones 
3.  Church year seasons 
4.  Learning the traditions 
5.  Praying an spiritual formation 
6.  Reading the bible 
7.  Service - justice…caring 
8.  Worshipping 

 
Intergenerational relationships involve sharing what we believe and sharing who we are: 

1.  Express care - talk to children/youth about things they care about and meet them where they are.  Show that 
you like them, be present, express positive feelings, be warm, invest in them, show interest and be dependable 

2.  Challenge growth 
3.  Provide support by encouragement, guiding, modeling and be an advocate 
4.  Share power - hear their voice and let them share in decisions, respect them, respond to them, 

collaborate with them 
5.  Expand possibilities - expose them to new ideas and opportunities, connect with them, introduce them 

to people, help them navigate through barriers 
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Bottom line…how can we make our church intergenerational?  We decided Good Shepherd did a good job 
already, but we acknowledge there are needs we are not meeting because attendance is sparsely attended 
and youth are intermittently engaged. 
 
Ideas to explore:  removing barriers of our system–one possibility is to have intergenerational worship–involve 
everyone in worship not only in youth participation as acolytes and lectors, greeters, or the occasional 
children’s Eucharist but consider having all children in church–a prayer/play center.  It was suggested creating 
space front and center for children to create their offerings to God.  After all, we worship to give praise.  
Children can listen and create projects with paper, crayons and markers, play dough, play bible bingo (adults 
too), pipe cleaners….at the offertory, they can take their offerings up to the altar. Chaos?  maybe but it also 
creates mature disciples.  Let’s call it controlled chaos. 
 
Good Shepherd has a shortage of church school teachers.  This would solve that issue.  It is only recently in the 
2000+ years of the church that we have had separate church school. 
 
There was such a wealth of materials presented for a new dynamic service infused with the Holy Spirit for all. 
 
Meg’s specialty is communications.  Her presentation focused on Sharing our Identity:  becoming a public, 
visible, presence known in the community.  She started with inspiration and ended in her breakout session 
with technical expertise on social media communications - websites, Facebook, twitter… 
 
Episcopalians have been inspired by our Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s primary message of the Jesus 
Movement.   We were encouraged to read the Gospel of Luke during Lent and the Book of Acts during the 
Easter season.  Now, in the “ordinary times” –a time of growth–we are “sent”. 
 
Overview: 

1.  Evaluating who we are 
2.  Who is your community 
3.  Branding of our community 
4.  Best practices in our church community 
5.  What resources are available 

 
What are people saying about Good Shepherd?  Ask 10 people that you know - what do you know about Good 
Shepherd?  Then ask 10 people you don’t know…listen for the answers. 
 
Look at our mission or vision statement.  Is it still good?   You can check this on www.goodshepherdwcia.org - 
we do have one! 
 
Evaluate our website and other social media.  Look at advertising we do - does it reach our targeting audience?  
Evaluate for what they say about us, pictures, colors, who is looking at it, how many page views and how long 
do they spend on it.  We continue to encourage our members to LIKE and SHARE - an easy cheap way to get our 
message out.  Joan Haberman is excellent about doing this.  
 
The demographics of our area show a declining population consisting of 7% Hispanic, 3% Asian and less than 
1% Black.  The average age is rising and the population under 17 is decreasing.  Single parent households are 
increasing.  Higher divorce rate that the state average. 
 
What is our brand?   

1.  What do we do? 
2.  how are we different 
3.  who are we serving 
4.  what would happen if we closed tomorrow 
5.  how do we see ourselves - what do we value 
6.  how do others see us 

http://www.goodshepherdwcia.org/
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Be Authentic!  be who we are!  be the best at that!  be consistent!  
 
Meg shared specific technical tools in developing social media–logos, fonts, using contrast, color palettes, 
photography, storytelling, inviting and clear language.  
 
Our websites should be responsive, visitor focused, easy to navigate, content that changes regularly with lots 
of photos. 
 
ALL OF THESE ARE EVANGELISM TOOLS! 
 
It was a wonderful day and we thank all who participated and presented!  Well worth 6 hours of our time.  We 
were energized and inspired by these wonderful people and the Holy Spirit. 
 
Debby Leksell 
 

                                                     
 

 
 

 
Intergenerational Faith Formation 

 

 
 

Meg Wagner, Diocese of Iowa Sharing our Identity: 
Becoming a public, visible presence known in the community 

https://pngtree.com/freepng/red-hand-painted-flower-vine-divider-line_3216060.html
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It was an action filled weekend!  The Growing Iowa Leaders workshop was followed on 
Sunday with confirmation at Good Shepherd of Hunter from Good Shepherd and Garrett, 
Mack, Tiffany and Conner from St. Mark’s, as well as a reception of new member Marsha.  
Our little church brimmed with well-wishers from both congregations—53 in total.  Bishop 
Last was there to present his confirmands from St. Mark’s and Larry Bucknam for Hunter.  
Both churches are blessed with caring, involved congregations and these wonderful young 
people. 
 

 

 
Sponsors Bishop Michael, Mary Duro, John Duro, Larry Bucknam, and Shannon Ely 

Confirmands Garrett Seaba, Mack Seaba, Hunter Hesler, Tiffany Garber, and Conner Ely  

 
A great luncheon and time of fellowship 
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Fun, relaxed and life affirming!  AND of course, it was Pentecost so the Holy Spirit was truly, truly present to 
energize us all for the coming ordinary times—a time of growth in the faith.  
 
A baked potato/salad luncheon followed with extra salads and desserts, including a lovely confirmation cake 
provided by the Seabas from St. Mark’s. 
 

 
Bernie Vogel France enjoys himself 

during a special blessing from Bishop Scarfe. 
 

 

 
 

Frontier Days is a Wild West Pioneer Weekend with Food, Music, 

Pioneer Marketplace, Storytelling, Kids Activities, and 

Reenactors from the 1800's portraying Buckskinners, Trappers, 

Soldiers, Cowboys, and Pioneers, 50's, Western, and Rock Dance 

Bands, and much more!  The 3 Day Wristbands are $10 for Adults 

ages 12 and up and $5 for Kids ages 5-11 and Kids underage the 

age of 5 years old are FREE!!.  
 
SPECIAL INVITATION FROM GRACE LUTHERAN:  

During Frontier Days, Grace Lutheran Church will be leading an 

old-fashioned hymn sing in the chapel at Frontier Village.  They 

will be half-hour sessions to be held Friday, June 1 at 5:00 or 

6:00 p.m.; and Saturday, June 2 with a choice of 12:30, 1:30, 

or 2:30 p.m. 

 

 

                                                                                                            

 

Spring Has Sprung 

     The months of summer bring blossoms.  Thus far, the unusual heat in May and 

early June—some days in the 90’s—has made it difficult for the spring 

blossoms to look their best.  Still, we rejoice that the unusually cold winter is 

past, the boots, gloves, heavy jackets and menacing/icy sidewalks are gone 

for another year. 

 

Paw Prints from St. Mark’s 
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Have you noticed the continued blossoming that began last winter, which has continued through 
winter and continues now even in summer?  God is richly blessing St. Mark’s.  It seems our prayers 
are being answered.  I speak of the increasing numbers at worship.  And what about the new faces 
we haven’t seen before?  And those pews that have stood empty for years are beginning to fill.  
…And how about the colorful gathering of those in fellowship hall after worship?  The children in 
worship, more that I can remember, even! 
 
Even the congregational singing has more gusto.  Plus, what about the offerings, stronger now than 
in a long time.  And wasn’t it an impressive crew that spent a Saturday morning cleaning, pruning, and 
tidying up outside around the building.  Also, have you noticed the many new faces at worship, “red, 
brown, yellow, black and white, they are precious in God’s sight.” 
 
And how about the basement meeting rooms—decluttered, some painted, the new carpeting—this to 
complement the refurbishing of the pastor’s study a few months ago.  What about the repair of the 
front lawn?  Soon it will be lush and green again.  And the electronic sign, masonry finished…my 
goodness, you can read it from several blocks away, imparting important information about the St. 
Mark’s ministry, times of service, important events, greetings and welcoming.  The surround on the 
sign will soon be landscaped…it will look “cool.” 
 
Did you notice the robin’s nest at the entryway off the parking lot to Taylor Hall?  For weeks, 
mother robin warmed her nest full of eggs, and soon thereafter there appeared three young 
hatchlings.  As of today, they’ve gone, flown the nest.  Mother robin will be back once again next 
spring.  She’s come year after year to grace the entry, believing St. Mark’s is a safe and friendly 
place to raise a family.  How wonderful a symbol for us, a reminder of the new birthing that is upon 
us after years of fearfulness and discouragement. 
 
God is doing a new thing among us.  It’s hard to explain, hard to believe after all we’ve been through.  
But there it is, come and see for yourself.  And when you come, especially if you’ve been away for a 
while, bring a friend with you, and perhaps you, too, will be touched by the joy of the fresh winds of 
the hearts and souls sensing new life a St. Mark’s. 
 
+ Bishop Michael 
Intentional Interim Rector 
 
 
   A huge thank you to Tom and Joanne Kramer, Paul Rodenborn, Mary Duro, Margo PROGRESS BEING MADE:

and John Daniel, Anna Bacon and everyone who helped with the basement remodel project.  Below, three 
of our newest members jointed Anna Bacon to remove old carpeting from the basement. 

                                                         
 Tom and Joanne Kramer Anna Bacon & Paul Rodenborn 

 

 

  to everyone at St. Mark’s for their love, thoughts, and prayers MANY, MANY THANKS

during Mom’s illness and subsequent death.  We will be forever grateful! 

     Love, The Ely Family 
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“WOOLKLIPPINGS” 

FROM GOOD SHEPHERD 
 
 ANNUAL THRIFT SALE:  Sign up sheets to help with the June 16th Thrift Sale are on the vestment cabinet.  

Fliers to distribute around town are also on the cabinet. 
 

  
 PRAYER FOR US ALL:  "It comes when we least expect it. It comes after countless prayers or when we have 

not prayed at all. It comes when we have been living a good life or when we have been throwing life away 
as fast as we can. It comes without regard to what church we attend or never attend. The mercy of God, 
the intervention of a power beyond our control, comes when and where it wants, to whom it wants. The 
love of the Spirit knows no borders, no list of exclusive members, no politics, no preferences. Thankfully, 
mercifully, God's grace can come to any of us, to all of us, just as we are, when we need it most, when we 
least expect it, when we least deserve it. So great is the love of God that nothing can contain it, beyond a 
thankful heart.”  ~ The Rt. Rev. Steven Charleston 
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St.  Mark’s Episcopal Church 
10:00 AM    Sunday Holy Eucharist 
 
Jun 13 Vestry Meeting, 6:00 p.m. 
 
 
Good Shepherd Episcopal Church 
10:30 AM    Sunday Holy Eucharist 
 
Jun 9 Saturday Evening Service, 5:00 p.m. 
 


