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Have you noticed St. Mark’s new awning over the door to the parking lot? It really makes the building look
great. St. Mark’s is blessed with the design skills of Mary Kay Daniel. Last year’s reconstruction of the street
was quite the annoyance; thank goodness the parish leadership saw it as an opportunity for improvements.
Both Good Shepherd and St. Mark’s have visually and materially improved their buildings in the last year.
These steps begin the process of opening up our congregations for growth. Also likely to help, especially at St.
Mark’s will be small, tasteful, informational signs (especially out-of-doors) helping building users find things.
For example, which door is unlocked and when, where bathrooms are, where UDMO is, when the office is
open, and others. I suspect we need to find some folks who are unfamiliar with the building, and ask them
what they would like to know. I seldom think of such things, because I know where stuff is, and when new
folks are going to meet me at the church, they get pretty lost. I’m guessing that isn’t a welcoming strategy.
When this newsletter comes out, I’ll either be on a short retreat or hanging out at a family reunion. I suppose
a fundraiser could be wagering bets on whether or not a week in a non-air-conditioned hermitage was a
success or a fail. (OK, feel free to laugh at me now.)
On the other hand, being in a space without mechanical noise (though with indoor plumbing) seems a good
choice for the quiet meditation to allow my soul to be open to God.
What are your plans for the summer? Where will you encounter God? Have you built in time and space to
serve others; or to renew and deepen human relationships?
My summer reflection is a quote from theologian Stanley Hauerwas, “I don’t have a private life as a Christian.
That Jesus is Lord is going to make my life dysfunctional in relationship to a good deal of American practice.
Being Christian should scare the hell out of us.” I admit this is unsettling guidance – as are all ways of picking
up my cross to follow Jesus. What scares you about seeking to live as Jesus lived?
Blessings and prayers for everyone through your sojourn of summer. I will be away the last week of June and
the first week of July as well as during diocesan youth summer camp the last week in July. In case of dire
emergency, I can be reached on my phone, but for everything else, contact the senior warden.
Elaine
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Paw Prints from St. Mark’s
St. Mark’s Commissions
WORSHIP (Liturgy/Music/Altar)
BUILDINGS & GROUNDS (Property)
OUTREACH (Human Needs & Baby’s Room)
FELLOWSHIP (parties, food, & social events)
PASTOR/CONGREGATIONAL CARE
FINANCE (Foundation/Scholarship)

Mary Duro, liaison
Ed Tjelmeland, liaison
Mary Kay Daniel, liaison
Jennifer Zhai, liaison
Sharon Vogel, liaison
John Daniel, liaison

SAVE THE DATE!
Sunday, August 7, 2016
Richard and Karen Mason will be hosts again this year for a joint St. Mark’s/
Good Shepherd picnic and outdoor service. Hot sandwiches, condiments, and
drinks will be provided. Please bring a side dish or a dessert to share. We do
have about 25 chairs, but please bring one if you have one. RSVP to Karen Mason
@ rkmason1931@gmail.com by August 5. (More details will be communicated
over the next several weeks.)

“WOOLKLIPPINGS”
FROM GOOD SHEPHERD
 Give Elaine a Break: Elaine is on a much needed break until Saturday July 9. First, Diocesan training weekend of
June 24-26, followed by a retreat, followed by vacation. This is her first vacation in the year she has served and
it is a much needed one.

To honor her renewal time and respect her vacation, please contact the following people if you have need of
pastoral care or there is an emergency:
Deb Leksell
Rhonda Masser
Tom McLaughlin

(835-1780) or
(835-8570) or
(832-3798)

 Special Thanks to Everyone: A successful thrift/rummage/
garage sale was held at Good Shepherd after a week of “hard
labor” in June. We had outstanding help all week: washing,
organizing, pricing and staging the items. Pictures were shared
on the Facebook page. We pre-sold a couple of items from
that marketing tool. Pretty much everyone had a time or two
in. We named Richard Mason $1 bag specialist, especially after
he followed people around and literally stuffed their bags
towards the end of the sale. Everything was cleaned up by
1:00 and the trucks took off for the outreach to Opportunity
Village in Ft. Dodge. $935 was the profit, but that’s only one
measure of success. The people who came together in
community spelled success. (Special thanks to St. Mark's for
their donations and purchases.) Friends, neighbors, strangers
were warmly greeted. It was great!

Successful garage sale…

 Remembrance: Former member of Good Shepherd, Bill Moody, passed away June 14. There will be a memorial
service for him sometime in July, after daughter Katie has her baby. Wife Janet Moody’s address is 1248 River Acres
Drive, New Braunfels, TX 77130. Janet is the daughter of founders of Good Shepherd, Helen and Verne Lubbers,
and the sister and sister-in-law of Mike and Laurie Lubbers. We offer our condolences to the extended family.
 Summer Lunch Program: Good Shepherd assisted Trinity Lutheran Church the week of June 27th at the Webster
City Summer Lunch Program held at the Middle School. The program offers a free lunch to children through the
week. Rhonda Masser was in charge of volunteers and scheduling—thanks to all who helped.
 Support Christian Education: The Bishop’s Committee of Good Shepherd last meeting enthusiastically passed a
policy to support our members, especially the youth, attending diocesan sponsored events to foster Christian
education formation. Brianna, Ursula and Noelle have attended Happening events this last year as well as
Diocesan Convention. Now, summer camp in Monticello is “happening” in July, with Brianna, Noelle, Ayden and
maybe Khaiana attending. Once again, Elaine will be part of the staff for this event.
To encourage attendance, the policy allows for church support of ½ of the registration fee up to a $75 maximum per
event per attendee. The youth may attend up to 4 events per year. They are also encouraged to have fundraisers
to offset the church support. Our Diocese has a generous scholarship program to also support attendance.
The summer camp scheduled for July has only one opening left and we are hoping
that Khaiana gets it! All three teens have made close friendships and had enough
fun that they are committed to attending every event they can. (Ursula has horse
shows this time, but is looking forward to Happening in September).
Happening is for high schoolers in grades 9-12, and New Directions is for youth in
grades 6-9. Each has a weekend event in both the spring and fall. The Diocese is
committed to fostering Christian Education and the formation of lifelong
friendships among Episcopal youth, but these events are open to all youth! You
don’t have to be an Episcopalian! Our children are encouraged to “bring a friend”.
Saturday night processional

Our youth are the key to having a church in the next generation. We feel so
blessed to have them now!

CAT Holy Cow!:

Good Shepherd and St. Mark’s will be starting the process to discern our ministry
direction…the search process. To this end, a national survey (Church Assessment Tool, aka CAT) about
who we are and what we are seeking in ministry will need to be completed in a timely manner. The
surveys will then be compiled and run through a national data base by Holy Cow Consulting. Most of this is
done online. Robbie Katschke, from Good Shepherd, has been appointed to spearhead the process at Good
Shepherd. For those of you not in the digital world, we can help with a personal visit and laptop computer!
 Creating a glorious space!: Barbara Flowerday has generously offered to do inserts in our windows of the
sanctuary, which will be mostly beveled clear glass depicting the church seasons: Advent, Christmas, Epiphany,
Lent, Easter, Ordinary Time, and the Good Shepherd. These will be in the same style of the two previous stained
glass memorial windows she has done. She will donate her time as a gift to the project and may dedicate a
window with her time. A template of one of the windows has been completed and will be available at the
church for a while for people to view her vision.
The inserts will be funded by memorial donations. When the total cost has been determined, if you are
interested in a memorial window donation, our project will be completed window by window. Note: Deb
Leksell, who would like to donate the cost of one window, is beginning the project. If there are more donations
than windows, the dedications for each window can be many.
Good Shepherd is blessed, blessed, blessed by the many gifts we have been given through the creativity of its members.
Another good reason to come to church!

A man asked a priest: "If God is everywhere, why do I go to Church?”
The priest replied: "The whole atmosphere is filled with water; but
when you want to drink you have to go to a fountain or a well."

 A New Direction: Highlighting Ministries! Each of us has our passion, our vocation and avocation. It might be
praying for others (intercessor), teacher, listener, farmer concerned about the environment, librarian, parent or
grandparent, baker, weaver, artist, caregiver, addressing hunger, social services, musician, baker…
Good Shepherd’s website is a constantly growing expression of who we are and why we are. It can be a tool for
our growth as a church family, both inward and outward. Most of us are attracted to an active, vibrant church
with a true sense of mission. Good Shepherd, as most churches, is made up of collective members who have
passion, vocation and avocations. Can we share that? Can someone look at us on social media and say, “I
identify with that!"
The Bishop’s Committee decided that we need to have discussion about a possible new direction on our website
- that of highlighting ministries. It puts a personal face on “why” we are. We do some of that already through
postings on Facebook and the website - the children baking communion bread, cleaning up the church grounds,
the updated sign, food pantry, baptism, KIDS against Hunger...
Questions:
1. What is your passion...mission or ministry?
2. What would you like to share about your mission or ministry?
3. Do you have special concerns about privacy?
4. Other
Over the summer, we are going to use the sermon times to discuss these issues
when Morning Prayer has been scheduled (July 3rd and 24th). In addition, this
would be a great after church discussion during the coffee hour.
Good Shepherd is poised for growth - not only as a church family but also as a
welcoming body of Christ. What are we called to do? Our stated mission is to
be a place of welcome, forgiveness, and reconciliation so that LOVE WINS.
In the meantime, check out the website www.goodshepherdwcia.org.
Deb Leksell, Senior Warden (and web-person)

Good Shepherd greets you!

 Helping Community: Outreach has always been an important part of our mission and ministry at Good
Shepherd. We’ve supported many projects through the years: CROP walk; Kids against Hunger; Diocesan clean
water wells; missions in Haiti, Swaziland, and Bolivia; Angel Back Pack; Hospice; Public Health; Heifer; Bethel
Mission; Hope; Damascus Road Prison Ministry; seminary student support; Diocesan Alleluia Fund; local
Domestic Abuse Shelters; Food Pantry…
The Ecumenical Human Needs Committee in Webster City has consistently received support. Rhonda Masser is
the administrator and Judy McLaughlin the secretary. The program is dangerously low on funds because the
need has been great. Good Shepherd regularly has given $600-$800 a year to this worthwhile community
resource, but has not done so for several years. The Bishop’s Committee voted at the last meeting to expend
$500 of our outreach budget to Ecumenical Human Needs to help meet their budget shortfall.
 VOLUNTEERS: Good Shepherd is in need of people to serve in a couple of different areas—
 Teaching: We need church school teachers for the Kindergarten thru 6th grade class. Church school will begin on
Sunday, September 18. The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in the kitchen. You can always share a month
if you are not available for an entire month. Contact Deb Leksell or Joan Haberman if you have any questions.
 Bishop’s Committee: Kelly Ubben has personal conflicts and would like to resign her position for now. Is this
something one of you might consider? Talk to anyone on the Bishop’s Committee to find out what is
involved: Deb Leksell, Rhonda Masser, Joan Haberman, Richard Mason or Tom McLaughlin. Let one of us
know you would be willing to fill in. It is work BUT it is the work of the Holy Spirit!
 Baking Lesson: Have you ever wanted to learn how to make the bread sometimes used at communion and
always a best seller at the bazaar? Well, you can learn how on Thursday, July 14 starting at 11:00 at the church.
We will be making bread from start to finish (2 batches). Since this is our normal Thursday lunch with Elaine,
bring a brown bag lunch and stay…or come at noon and observe! WARNING: Children may be involved! We
will bake a few communion loaves and the remainder will be sold to help offset expenses for the youth going to
camp. (For those who stay long enough, there might be butter and jam involved.)

Happy 4th of July (Deb, Sharon and Denise)

