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Greetings, Happy July! 
 
Wow, this first month has gone by quickly!  Every day I give thanks to God for being here and being with you.  
Every day I gain a few more insights into the strength and goodness of St. Mark’s, Good Shepherd, and our hopes 
and dreams. 
 
What a roaring start it has been.  The magic show was a delight for the children, and just as fun for the adults.  
Good Shepherd’s Garage Sale is coming together, and plans for a meal for RAGBRAI participants has a full head of 
steam.  Hooray for all of you hard-working and passionate folk. 
 
On Father’s Day, my dad reminded me of something that you know well: fellowship and relationships are crucial.  
Dad told me that their Lions and Lioness Clubs wanted to give my parents a lifetime achievement award.  My 
parent’s response was typical, “we’ve received plenty of awards over the years, and there is no need to put time and 
energy into another one.  All our volunteer work has given us more than the time and energy we put into it.  We 
have deep, wonderful, lifelong relationships and know a circle of thoughtful and generous people.  It’s been our life 
blood and is a tremendous gift we never expected.”  No reward is needed. 
 
This is the truth of the bringing the Reign of God into being.  This is following Jesus.  Even if we sometimes 
grudgingly get involved, when we get to know people and work together for the common good, unexpected 
blessings flow.   
 
Some of the steps of our joining with one another flow from the diocese.  They offer helpful insights.  For example, 
reviewing together experiences which have shaped the parish, what is the history?  Have you gathered and done a 
timeline?  It’s time to update it, teach me about it and bring newer members on board.  How has the story changed?  
What would you see as major themes of St. Mark’s?  What would you see as major themes of Good Shepherd? 
 
Likewise, at the vestry retreat, changes to committee structure were proposed and adopted.  Let’s have a ministry 
fair to share the opportunities to serve and together develop this new more streamlined system – developing the 
best uses of “people” resources of our congregations – without overworking people. 
 
St. Mark’s website offers a mission statement which greatly details our baptismal covenant.  It’s beautiful, poetic and 
classic Episcopalian.  However, as our face to the world and our charge for the future, this formulation may not be 
clear or inviting to those who aren’t already long-time Episcopalians.  I ask each of you, what would be the elevator 
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conversation, as in, the short and to the point, description of the mission of the church.  Please send in a sentence 
or two on your understanding of mission.  Let’s talk about it over coffee, discuss it on Facebook, and as we work to 
serve the bicyclists. 
 
From the email address which the Rev. Graves used, I can see he was at least on the email lists of many local 
organizations.  What connections to the local community are the parishes known for?  What warms your soul in 
terms of how the congregation works for the community? 
 
Beyond history, what hopes and dreams do you have for the future?  The past is over, and new patterns for the 
future can be set in the actions and prayers of today.  Together pray and work for the best for our churches.  Pray 
for the parishes to grow toward God. 
 
These are just a few of the many things to begin to share with one another.  I plan to choose a local gathering place 
to hang out once a week or so with each parish, and be available.  The Good Shepherd folks quickly suggested I 
spend Tuesday noon with them.  What would be one or two good times and places to hang out with St. Mark’s? 
 
I want to get to know each of you.  I’ll begin with the Vestry and Bishop’s Committee, the sick, and parish leaders.  
However, if you want to get to me first, call and set up an appointment.  I’ve had visits with a handful of people so 
far, and I’m really enjoying getting to know you.  The worship schedule places some limits on our Sunday 
connections, suggesting that building relationships requires some new ideas, times and places to gather.  Maybe 
sharing brews and theology?  Or wine and discussions of the divine?  Or how about a good old fashioned hymn-
sing over root beer floats?  We could develop for Kathleen and Denise a list of hymn favorites by gathering around 
a piano for a raucous evening singing-til-your-voice-gives-out. 
 
What’s your pleasure?  Sharing puns?  Or funny stories?  Or watching a thought-provoking movie together and 
discussing it?  A parish picnic?  Laser Tag?  Roller skating? A weekday Holy Eucharist and/or Bible Study?  I don’t 
think I’d be up for paintball, but hiking, biking and canoeing rank high in my favorite things.  So far, all I know is 
that the Fort Dodge and Webster City people can throw a good party, that is a great start!  ;-) 
 
God is joyful, let’s have fun together as we seek to follow Jesus. 
 
Elaine 
 

 

                                                                   
 
 Church Building Access:  If you have reason to visit St. Mark’s during the week, please know that the north door 

(near parish offices) will be locked at all times until completion of road construction.  The main entrance doors 
on the WEST side of the building will be unlocked on weekdays during regular office hours. 

 
Also, if you are not already aware, the locks on the outside church doors have been changed.  We have notified 
those we know need to have access to the church after regular hours, and will be issuing keys on a “loaner” 
basis to others. 

 
 Farewell to Our Cantor:  Sunday, July 12 will be Susan Helling’s last day to lead us in songs of worship.  She has 

taken a job in a southern Iowa town and will be moving there with her family in the near future.  Please join us 
after the church service in Taylor Hall on the 12th to show your appreciation for the many hours of music she has 
blessed us with the past couple of years. 

 
 On a positive note (no pun intended), although we are losing Susan, we are gaining the beautiful voice of 

Michael Richardson who will be replacing her as a cantor to alternate with our other special talent, Denise 
Naeve.  Please give Michael a warm welcome as he joins us on upcoming Sunday mornings! 

 
 Foundation Board Meeting:  The Foundation Board will hold its quarterly meeting after the church service 

Sunday, July 19.  Board members, please plan to be there! 
 
 Parking:  We have been notified by tenants above TC Mae’s restaurant that cars parked in their reserved spaces 

will be towed.  We know the parking situation is tough right now, but please don’t park in that location. 
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 Summer Coffee Hour:  We are still in need of Coffee Hour servers for four Sundays in August.  Please check your 
calendars and take a turn to serve coffee to your fellow parishioners.  Thanks for your help! 

 
 Church Women United will be visiting Beacon of Hope Shelter, 1021 1st Ave N, and its Second Change Thrift 

Store at 17 N 11th St during their meeting Monday, July 13 at 1:30 p.m.  They are asking attendees to bring 
general miscellaneous donations for the store. 

 

10th Annual National Night Out & Back to School Bash 
 
Upper Des Moines Opportunity (UDMO) will be one of the sponsors for 
the Back 2 School Bash again this year.  For Webster County, the event 
will be Tuesday, August 4 from 5:00 to 7:00PM in the Corpus Christ 
parking lot (North 8th St & 5th Ave N, Fort Dodge). 
 
This is a nationwide celebration of neighborhood unity & public safety!  
Come for entertainment and prizes also!  Distributing materials to help 
lower income children start back to school is one of its main purposes.  
Backpacks stuffed with various supplies like pencils, notebooks and 

paper are handed out, and several businesses and organizations set up booths where children can participate in 
games and receive prizes. 
 
For those of us who have children or grandchildren, we know how expensive it is to purchase everything on class 
lists, besides the extras like clothes and lunch items.  PLEASE CONSIDER DONATING EITHER SUPPLIES OR 
MONEY TO HELP A LOWER INCOME CHILD GET EQUIPPED FOR SCHOOL THIS FALL.   

 
 

 

 
 

ICKY’S IS LOOKING FOR ADULT VOLUNTEERS! 
 
Spend some time enjoying local youth this 
summer!    Summer hours are 4:00-7:00pm 
on Mon, Tues, Thurs, and Fri, and from 7-
10PM on Sat.  Or, if you know of a student 
going into 5th thru 12th grades next fall, 
suggest they try out ICKY’s, the 
ecumenical community youth center, 
located at 125 North 27th Street in Fort 
Dodge.  There is a cafe, as well as 
volleyball and other outside activities, 
video games, board games, etc. with adult 
supervision.  Contact Shannon Ely at 408-
3809 for more information. 

 

We are seeking donations of 

spaghetti sauce (any flavor) 

spaghetti noodles, salad dressing 

or monetary donations. 

 

Tues, August 4 
5:00 – 7:00PM 
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A MAGICAL EVENT 
 
Many thanks to the John Daniel clan for sponsoring the Magic Show & Picnic on Sunday, June 14!  The 
afternoon was filled with fun and warm fellowship between Covenant partners, St. Mark’s and Good 
Shepherd.  Take a look at a few of the photos Deb Leksell sent: 

      

                 

        

        



 

 

 
“WOOLKLIPPINGS” 

FROM GOOD SHEPHERD 
 
 Annual Good Shepherd Garage Sale:  Good Shepherd held a successful 6th annual sale June 26-27, taking in a net 

income of $807.40.  We had customers lined up outside waiting for the door to open at 2PM on Friday.  The sale 
was over at noon on Saturday and we were cleaned up and ready for our cleaning lady to work her magic by 
12:30.  We had great help all week and were glad to have some of our St. Mark's friends stop by. 

 

                                                                                    
 Clare & Brianna sold cookies & water. Richard Mason helping a customer. 
 
 There was a new addition to the Conley family April 23.  Willow Ann, weighing in at 7lb. 8½oz., was born to 

Samantha and Curt Deaton.  Proud grandparents are Deb and Tom Donley.  Congratulations to all! 
 

 Tuesdays with Elaine:  We've had almost a month to get to know Elaine, Interim Priest, and we find her 
delightful.  She rolled with the punches when her lay reader didn't show up for the first service and she didn't 
have any green vestments at St. Mark's.  Good Shepherd has been enjoying the vestments and apologize to all! 

 

    
Tuesdays with Elaine in Webster City looks to be a great tradition to start out with.  Whoever has the desire and 
time is invited to lunch at a restaurant TBA on Tuesdays at 12:45.  Contact Deb Leksell or Joan Haberman for the 
restaurant of the week.  It would be a courteous gesture to let them know you are coming so a reservation can 
be made if needed.  It's a good chance for getting acquainted and just keeping in touch. 

 
If anyone has any desire or need for a call from Elaine, please contact her by phone or email.  Tuesday afternoon 
is a good time for her to get in touch with you. 

 
 The Bishop's Committee met June 21.  As always, the minutes of the meeting are posted on the 

www.goodshepherdwcia.org website on the Members Only portion.  Business bullet points:  
1. Approved a budget for the outside remodeling. 
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2. Named a finance committee to work on the revolving loan fund application:  Deb Leksell, Rhonda Masser and 
Richard Mason. 

3. Building committee report:  the flat roof over the old kitchen has been replaced 
4. Photo Directory update:  Since our building is so shabby we decided on a collage of recent photos for our 

"information page." 
5. Summer lunch program:  We will be filling in the week of July 13-17 when needed by Trinity Lutheran Church. 
6. Working on a parking lot welcome sign. 
7. Approved a Fall Benefit Concert Wednesday, November 18. 
8. Heard Covenant Committee report:  Good Shepherd will help St. Mark's on their RAGBRAI Spaghetti Supper 

July 20 AND an outdoor service is being planned at the Mason farm in the near future, if details can be 
worked out. 

9. Suggested ideas for Growth this month:  talk about church, invite, follow up, keep in touch, market Saturday 
night services, house blessing, involve children in the Eucharist, start work on a history of Good Shepherd, 
adult study, focus on the 6 characteristics of a growing church. 

 
 From the Bishop's Committee:  Shabby shabby shabby!  We've been focusing on the outside of Good Shepherd 

since it was pointed out how shabby we looked after nearly 60 years.  A building fund drive with the goal of 
raising $26,400 was enthusiastically launched on June 15.  Needed improvements will be:  new steel siding, steel 
sheathing on the support beams, energy efficient windows in the church itself, a stone facing on the church, new 
signage and landscaping. 

 
 It is time!  We hope you will consider prayerfully your commitment to Good Shepherd to go forward with a new 

bright look by replacing rotted siding, windows, and maintaining the structural integrity of the support beams. 
 
 Wedding Shower:  Nancy Whaley is hosting a Fiesta Couple's Shower to honor her son Joseph Whaley and bride-

to-be Janel Burkle on July 11 –  everyone at Good Shepherd is invited: 
 

 
 

 

 


