
1 

                                                              

January 2017 
 

The Joint Newsletter of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Fort Dodge, Iowa 
and the Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd, Webster City, Iowa 

 

Bishop Michael Last, Intentional Interim Rector for St. Mark’s:  lastm46@gmail.com 
Admin Support:  stmarksadmin@frontier.com 

 

St. Mark’s: 515-576-2019     St. Mark’s Fax: 515-576-0632      Good Shepherd: 515-832-2707 

St. Mark’s Web Site: www.stmarksfdia.org   Good Shepherd’s Website: www.goodshepherdwcia.org 
 

 
Presiding Bishop Curry’s Christmas 

Message 2017 
 
In 2 Corinthians, the Apostle Paul says, 
 
If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation. The 
old has passed away, behold, the new is come. 
 
At a point in that passage, St. Paul says, “God was 
in Christ, reconciling the world to Himself,” and he 
also says at another point in the same passage, 
“and we have been given the ministry of 
reconciliation.”  
 
Have you ever gone to the movies or read a story 
or a novel, and the novel starts with the end, so you 
know where the story ends, but then the rest of the 
story or the novel is actually the story behind the 
story. We know about Christmas. We know about 
Mary.  We know about Joseph. We know about the 
angels singing Gloria in excelsis deo. We know 
from our childhood the animals in the stable. We 
know of the magi who come from afar, arriving 
around Epiphany, bearing gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh. We know of the angels 
singing in the heavens, and the star that shown 
above them.  Therein is the story.  
 
But the story behind the story is what St. Paul was 
talking about. God was in Christ reconciling the 
world to himself, and Jesus has now given us that 
same ministry of reconciliation. God was 
reconciling the world to himself by becoming one 
of us. The divine became human. God entered 
history. Eternity became part of time. God was 
reconciling the world to himself by actually living 
it himself. In Jesus, God came among us to show us 
the way, to be reconciled with the God who has 
created us all and everything that is. And God has 
likewise come in the person of Jesus, to show us 
how to be reconciled with each other, as children of 
the one God who is the Creator of us all.  That's the 
story behind Christmas. 

 
God is showing us the Way to become God's 
children, and as God's children, brothers and 
sisters of each other. God is showing us in Jesus 
how to become God's family and how to change, 
and build, and make a world where everybody is a 
part of that family. Where children don't go to bed 
hungry. Where no one has to be lonely. Where 
justice is real for all and where love is the ultimate 
law. 
 
Know there is a story behind the story, and it's a 
story worth singing about, and giving thanks for, 
and then living. 
 
One of my favorite writers, the late Howard 
Thurman, composed a poem many years ago about 
Christmas, and he says it probably better than I: 
 

Now the Work of Christmas Begins 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 
when the star in the sky is gone, 

when the kings and princes are home, 
when the shepherds are back with their flocks, 

the work of Christmas begins: 
to find the lost, 

to heal the broken, 
to feed the hungry, 

to release the prisoner, 
to rebuild the nations, 

to bring peace among the people, 
to make music in the heart. 

 
The story behind the story is that God so loved the 
world, and so loves you, and so loves me. 
 
Have a blessed Christmas, a wonderful New Year, 
and go out and make music in the heart of the 
world. 
 
 
The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry 
Presiding Bishop and Primate 
The Episcopal Church 

Paw Prints & WoolKlippings 

http://www.goodshepherdwcia.org/
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                                 Wishing you the Merriest of Christmases and the Happiest and most fulfilling 
 new year. 

 
The Christmas Eve service was reported by many as a hit out of the park.  

The greatest love story ever told, wonderful music, youth involvement, 
skilled instrumentalists, and a rich variety of youth and adults 
participating, as well as good fellowship after the service.  This service 

was a wonderful benchmark along the way of St. Mark’s good progress.  New 
faces, many faces, young and older.  Though not a “packed” congregation, the attendance was 
strong and encouraging, reflecting a significantly stronger attendance than last Easter.  We are 
so grateful to Kathleen and the St. Mark’s musicians who weekly add rich texture to our 
worship, this was especially so on Christmas Eve. 
 
I also want to give special recognition to Pam and Kris in the church office.  Week after week 
they partner in preparing for worship.  The worship booklets and accounting of offerings are 
critical responsibilities that we just take for granted, but oh how important to what we do. 
 
A new year will bring new horizons of possibilities to St. Mark’s.  The leave taking of the 
Intentional Interim, and the anticipation of the coming of a permanent rector.  A fresh start, a 
momentum we’re experiencing that can be built upon.  A vestry that is united in vision and 
eagerness to launch fresh new beginnings.  We see our youth more involved, and solid pastoral 
care being given to shut-ins and those in care facilities. 
 
There is momentum, the wheels are moving, our prayers are being answered.  Ahead of St. 
Mark’s is a new year, a fresh beginning, anticipation of a new and growing chapter of ministry.  
For those reading this epistle, and who may have grown inactive in the life of St. Mark’s, 
consider returning.  I am confident that if you will, there will be a sense that life is changing 
here, much more positive and optimistic, strong preaching and worship, some physical 
improvements have been made, an assurance from the Diocese has been made to partner with us 
to find a strong and gifted priest. 
 
Come and see for yourself.  And when you do, you will see there is a place for you/you and your 
family.  That you are needed to carry out the great commission to “go and make disciples”…to be 
that inviting congregation we once were, and are working hard to be again. 
 
Let this fresh new year signal for all of us fresh-new commitment to rebirth the vitality and 
commitment of St. Mark’s, to reach as we can and are enabled by the Holy Spirit…walking in the 
light of God’s fresh new horizons. 
 
+ Bishop Michael 
Intentional Interim Rector 
 

Paw Prints from St. Mark’s 
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   On Wednesday, December 20, instead of meeting for Confirmation class, Bishop CHRISTMAS CAROLING:
Michael took his students out caroling to visit several St. Mark’s members who are homebound.  As he 
asked for volunteers to help with transportation, the number of carolers grew to a dozen or more.  All had a 
great time spreading Christmas cheer to those they went to see.  (In addition to the places mentioned 
under the pictures below, the group also visited Jane Martin at Fort Dodge Rehab.) 

 

    
 Visiting Mark Merrill At Cheri Cerwick’s home 

 

    
 Singing to Bob Smith Caroling at Diane Burch’s home 

 

   As well as Bishop Michael’s recruitment of his Confirmation students as acolytes, the ST. MARK’S YOUTH:
congregation has been blessed recently with the presence of the children who attend Godly Play.  In the 
photo below taken at the December 17th service, you can see Caleb Seaba (new acolyte) standing with 
Bishop Michael and Anna Bacon behind the altar at the front of the church.  Below them are four of Lydia 
Schmoker and Beth Collins’ students from Godly Play. 
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   The kids from Godly Play added to the beautiful service on the evening of December 24 CHRISTMAS EVE:
with their portrayal of some of the characters from the nativity. 

       
 King Caleb, King Nash, Angel Samantha, The Nativity Group with a brother Watching Bishop Michael 

       King Tally, and little sheep Tiffany Garber 

 

 

News from the Search Committee 

 
St. Mark’s ministry portfolio has been submitted to the transition office (Fr. Steve Godfrey) of the Diocese.  
When he returns from vacation on January 8, he will review and let us know if any changes need to be 
made. 
 
We still have some work to do to the web page and church profile.  I will be working with Mary Kay and 
Pam to get this completed by the 22nd of January.  After that is finished and submitted, the call will go out 
for a Rector.  Then we should start getting applications for the position.  The search committee will screen 
the applicants and submit to the Vestry their recommendations.  It is then the Vestry’s decision to hire a 
new rector for St. Mark’s. 
 
I am asking each and every member and friend of St. Mark’s to pray the following prayer (taken from St. 
Gregory’s Episcopal Church in Deerfield, Illinois). 
 

A PRAYER FOR TRANSITION 
O faithful God, as your people, we cherish our memories and our history as a  
Sacred gift. We ask you to guide us in our time of transition. We need your 

Wisdom that we may be receptive to change, conversion and growth. 
We need your grace to direct our hearts that we may be willing to offer 
Ourselves in joyful service. Do not allow fear, ignorance or pride to limit 

The work of your Spirit, nor custom to prevent the creativity within us from 
Bearing fruit. Open our hearts to the call of the Gospel. Give us courage and 

renewed Hope, that we may meet the challenge of being the church of our time. 
 

We ask this in Jesus’ name AMEN 
 
Please remember extra prayers for the search committee and Vestry during this time until a new rector has 
been hired. 
 
God’s Peace, 
Art Bacon, Chairman 
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“WOOLKLIPPINGS” 

FROM GOOD SHEPHERD 
 

 HEALING IN OUR LIVES:  A few hearty souls braved three Wednesday wintry 

nights to share a meal, fellowship, study, prayer and Compline during Advent.  
Fr. Bob Kem facilitated the discussion and study.  It was wonderful to welcome 
Karen’s sister, brother-in-law and mother Marie to share this time.  We do not 
know where a seed is dropped whether it will flourish, but we do know that 
the Holy Spirit is present.  Thank you to Bob Kem! 

 

 
 

 OUR BAZAAR:  After a flurry of preparation, it began with a prayer.  St. Margaret’s Guild Bazaar and Good 

Shepherd Soup Luncheon was a success!  We’ve been blizzarded out before, but this time we were nice-
weathered out!  Beautiful weather may have prompted many not to come to enjoy 18 delicious soups and 
fabulous baked treats as well as darling handcrafted ornaments and wood projects.  Nevertheless, we had a 
good crowd that was generous to our church.  We had many people work extra hard to provide items to sell - 
our friends and relatives were very generous.  35 people were present to make it a success.  The funds 
generated were about what we have made in the past - $1100 for soup and $1800 for the bazaar.  Not bad for 
our small, but mighty church! 

 
Thanks to everyone who participated, donated and shared in this special day.  We do make a difference! 

 

 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=wGoexbtyTBMozM&tbnid=XVj8XGKAIJXiEM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://seasons.flyingdreams.org/christmas.htm&ei=MJm0UtvVDMjayAGVjYG4Cg&bvm=bv.58187178,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNGyWwFJ_5iCbTzhi5jvOZR61wp5zw&ust=1387653509669292
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 WINDOW DEDICATION:  Good Shepherd got an early Christmas gift from Barbara Flowerday Golberg - a 

gorgeous stained glass window in memory of Barbara Hosack.  It truly says Barbara, including a hat!  This will be 
the first of six windows in the sanctuary.  We are planning a dedication party of the window on January 28 at 
12:00.  Family and friends will be invited to this special event. 

 
A hospitality committee will be formed.  If you are so inclined, please let Debby know.  But at least, plan on 
attending that Sunday.  Thank you Barbara for this gift.  You are a renaissance woman! 

 
The Christmas, Lent and Advent windows are spoken for by donors.  The Easter and Ordinary Times 
windows need donors.  If you are interested in donating either the whole window or part of a window, 
please let Tom McLaughlin know.  Our goal is to get the entire east side done first (Christmas, Lent, Easter). 

 
Come and see this beautiful addition to our building. 
 

               
 

 “LIGHT ONE CANDLE”  Advent seemed so special this year because of our impromptu candle lighters for 

each Advent service.  With reverence and awe, the service began with this symbol. 
 

          
 MacKinnon and Teagan…Come Holy Spirit" 
 

 WELL, IT’S OFFICIAL!  We need a new roof on the church itself.  It was estimated $11,000 worth of damage.  All 

but the deductible of $1000 is recoverable.  Building fund monies are available so we should not have to have a 
new roof capital fund drive.  Yes, we have abundance.  Work should begin this spring. 

 

 CHURCH OUTREACH:  We give thanks to the abundance of more than enough for Good Shepherd so that we 

can share with the wider world in outreach.  The Vestry voted in their December meeting to give the 
following in outreach: 
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Episcopal Relief and Development (designated Puerto Rico)  $500 
WC Ministerial Association (designated Angel Back Pack Program)  200 
Ecumenical Human Needs       200 
Benefit for Nora Scott (child with leukemia)     100 

 
Cindy Jessen donated $108 to the church to be used for families in need.  Two local families were chosen to 
receive the gift of $108. 
 
Mary Jane Oakland, Bob Kem, Lydia Bucklin, and Kris Leaman, our supply clergy, were also given monetary 
gifts.  Music Director Denise Naeve, Kris Hogan and Pam Coles, St. Mark’s administrative assistants were 
included with monetary gifts, as well as Cindy Jessen, who cleans for us.  All of these people have blessed us 
with their ministry.  We send them our gratitude and love.  With the Holy Spirit, they make it all possible! 
 
God Bless Us One and All! 
 

 IMPROMPTU CHRISTMAS PARTY!  After the December 9th Saturday night service, 16 people wanted to go 

out to eat!  There was no room at the inn (restaurants), so we decided on pizza ordered in at Debby’s 
house.  It really was a lot of fun!  No stress! 

 

     
 

       

 

 CHRISTMAS MOVIE OUTING:  Nine children and two adults enjoyed the Sunday, December 17th movie THE 

STAR at the Webster Theater.  It is the animated story of the birth of Jesus.  They had a great time being 
together as the Good Shepherd family. 

 

 MUSIC WITH BONGOS?  Really??  Bishop Last has offered to come and play his Bongos to a new tune, 

tentatively scheduled for January 7.  There is a theme here…don’t tuck yourself away and hide from winter!  
You are needed in church.  And you need church!  Let us make a joyful noise unto the Lord. 

 

 CHRISTMAS DECORATING:  Good Shepherd celebrated the third Sunday of Advent by decorating the 

Christmas tree, setting up the creche and socializing over pizza and sweets.  The children received their 
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traditional ornaments for their family tree.  A highlight of the day was having Clare and Angie Martin-
Schwarze visiting from Washington. 

 

         

 
 Clare & Angie Clare & Katie Haberman are so happy to see each other! 

 

 IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR AGAIN!  The Good Shepherd Annual Meeting is scheduled for January 21 following 

church.  There might be soup left!  LOL!  Along with the Annual meeting where important decisions are 
made for the coming administrative church year (more later), there is the election of the Vestry members.  
Deb Leksell and Richard Mason are scheduled to go off this year.  Tom McLaughlin and Rhonda Masser 
stayed on an additional year.  Kelly Ubben place is also open.  Heavens!  That leaves just Barbara Flowerday 
Goldberg to “run” the church.  New leadership is needed!!  Consider prayerfully whether you are called.  It 
is a growth experience with great fellowship.  We never leave mad; we always reach consensus.  Talk to any 
of the current Vestry for input:  Deb Leksell, Richard Mason, Tom McLaughlin, Rhonda Masser, Kelly Ubben, 
Barbara Flowerday Golberg. 

 

 MUSIC WITH BONGOS?  Really??  Bishop Last has offered to come and play his Bongos to a new tune, 

tentatively scheduled for January 7.  There is a theme here…don’t tuck yourself away and hide from winter!  
You are needed in church.  And you need church!  Let us make a joyful noise unto the Lord. 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
The 2016 St. Mark’s Education Grants will be governed by the following revised guidelines and procedures, which will 

be published in the next three newsletters in order to provide fair notice of the opportunity within our congregations. 
 

Guidelines and Procedures 

St. Mark’s Martin Education Grants 

Revised By the Vestry on September 28, 2010 
 

 1. As redefined by amendments to the Trust Agreement, the St. Mark’s Martin Education Fund is designed to provide 

grants for educational needs of Communicants in Good Standing of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Fort Dodge, and 

Good Shepherd Episcopal Church, Webster City.  The Vestry shall inform the Education Grant Committee before any 

applications are received (prior to March 31) of the amount available for distribution in the next academic year. 

 2. There is to be an Education Grant Committee composed of three persons appointed by the Vestry and one person 

from the Vestry will serve as liaison.  Their terms will be staggered for three years so that each year a new person will 

be appointed to the committee.  The purpose of the committee will be to receive the grant applications, review them 

for completeness and then make a recommendation to the Vestry regarding how the funds should be allocated.  One 

person from the Vestry will be appointed to serve as a committee liaison. 

 3. During the months of December, January and February fair notice should be given to the parish by means of bulletins 

and the Paw Prints/Wool Clippings that education applications are available and are due by April 1.  Applications will 

be available in the office of St. Mark’s and are to be given to those who request them. 

 4. All applications for education grants must be in the office of St. Mark’s Church on or before April 1
st
.  There will be 

no exceptions to this rule.  Failure to meet this deadline with a fully completed application will disqualify the 

applicant.  The office personnel are not responsible for notifying applicants of missing data or mistakes.  This is the 

applicant’s responsibility.  A notation of date and time received will be placed on the application by someone in the 

church office. 

 5. Copies of all applications will be distributed by the parish secretary to all members of the committee.  The committee 

will review all the applications and forward their recommendations in writing to the Vestry no later than the regularly 

scheduled April Vestry meeting.  If applicants are disqualified or denied a grant, the reasons for the committee action 

should be included in the report. 

 6. The Vestry shall review the committee’s recommendations and make the awards as they deem appropriate and in 

accordance with these guidelines.  The Vestry may alter or amend the recommended awards at their discretion.  All 

applicants will be notified of the decisions regarding their grants by a letter signed by the Senior Warden, by May 1
st
.   

 7. When it is called for, the Rector, Senior Warden or a member of the Vestry shall present the award to an applicant at 

the applicant’s High School awards program.  Appropriate media announcement will also be made. 

 8. If the grant is awarded, payment will be made in two equal installments payable in July and December.  Checks will 

be made out to the school, but sent to the student.  The December distribution will not be made until the students 

unofficial transcript is received in the parish office by mail or email, demonstrating satisfactory work with a GPA of 

2.5 or above and full time status.  Notification of this requirement will be sent with the July check. 

 9. Education grants may be awarded in amounts up to $1000 per applicant per year.  An applicant may reapply each year 

for additional funds using the same form, provided the applicant has demonstrated satisfactory work with a GPA of 

2.5 or above in the previous years and is still a full time student.  The maximum number of applications is five (5) 

years. 

10. The Grant awards shall take into account the following criteria: 

a. The Vestry may give preference to applications according to the following ranking: first, Communicants in 

Good Standing of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Fort Dodge; and second,   Communicants in Good Standing 

of Good Shepherd Episcopal Church, Webster City. 

b. Applicants should be full time students of 12 credits or more. 

c. Applicants should have a GPA of 2.5 or above and cannot be on academic probation or failing. 

d. Applicants may reapply for a total of 5 years 

11. Grant Eligibility 

Paraphrased Definition of Communicant in Good Standing 

According to the National Canons of the Episcopal Church 
 

A Communicant in Good Standing is a person who: 
 has been baptized in the name of the Trinity and said baptism has been recorded in the parish register; 
 has received Holy Communion at least three times during the preceding year; has been faithful in corporate 

worship, unless for good cause, and been faithful in working, praying, and giving for the spread of the Kingdom of 
God.  



 

 

 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
1007 First Avenue South 
Fort Dodge IA 50501 January 2018 
                     & NEWSLETTER 

Good Shepherd Episcopal Church 
1100 Mary Lane 
P.O. Box 108 
Webster City IA 50595 
 

 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
9:00 AM    Sunday Holy Eucharist 
 
Jan 10 Vestry Meeting, 6:00 p.m. 
 
Good Shepherd Episcopal Church 
10:45 AM    Sunday Holy Eucharist 
 
Jan 13 Saturday Evening Service, 5:00 p.m. 
Jan 21 Annual Meeting  (after morning service) 
 


