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Preparing For Lent 
On Wednesday, February 18th, we begin another Lent.  We call this day Ash Wednesday, for it starkly reminds 
us that life, your life and my life, does run its course.  “Remember you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 
We are born and we die.  As believers, Lent also proclaims to us that our earthly life, though fleeting, opens 
out to a larger and eternal life which we will share with all the Saints of God.  We are born to live in space and 
time for a time and we die in the Lord to live forever. 
 
I do hope we can keep these forty days holy, to use them as a time to grow in love, mercy, grace, and truth.  
And since beginnings are important, I invite you to gather for the Liturgy of Ash Wednesday, to come together 
to admit our failings and be thankful that God loves us anyway.  The service times for both services are posted 
at the end of the article. 
 
For now, take a moment to read the poem below.  And then read it again and again during these last days of 
the season of Epiphany.  It starkly places all of our Wednesdays within the context of Ash Wednesday, yet 
reminds us of the Easter hope and joy which we share as God’s beloved people. 
 

Marked by Ashes 
(Poem by Walter Brueggemann, Old Testament Scholar and Theologian) 

Ruler of the Night, Guarantor of the day . . . 
This day — a gift from you. 
This day — like none other you have ever given, or we have ever received. 
This Wednesday dazzles us with gift and newness and possibility. 
 

Paw Prints & WoolKlippings 

mailto:stmarks50501@frontiernet.net
http://www.goodshepherdwcia.org/
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This Wednesday burdens us with the tasks of the day, for we are already halfway home 
     halfway back to committees and memos, 
     halfway back to calls and appointments, 
     halfway on to next Sunday, 
     halfway back, half frazzled, half expectant, 
     half turned toward you, half rather not. 
This Wednesday is a long way from Ash Wednesday, 
   but all our Wednesdays are marked by ashes — 
     we begin this day with that taste of ash in our mouth: 
       of failed hope and broken promises, 
       of forgotten children and frightened women, 
     we ourselves are ashes to ashes, dust to dust; 
     we can taste our mortality as we roll the ash around on our tongues. 
We are able to ponder our ashness with 
   some confidence, only because our every Wednesday of ashes 
   anticipates your Easter victory over that dry, flaky taste of death. 
On this Wednesday, we submit our ashen way to you — 
   you Easter parade of newness. 
   Before the sun sets, take our Wednesday and Easter us, 
     Easter us to joy and energy and courage and freedom; 
     Easter us that we may be fearless for your truth. 
   Come here and Easter our Wednesday with 
     mercy and justice and peace and generosity. 
We pray as we wait for the Risen One who comes soon.  

 
Lenten Blessings, 
Fr. Richard 
 

P.S.  We will be having a Lenten Program in each congregation, so look for details in the coming days! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
February 18, 2015 

The Liturgy of Ash Wednesday 
Imposition of Ashes 

7:00 a.m. & 12:10 p.m. ~ St. Mark’s 
5:00 p.m. ~ Good Shepherd 
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    Good Shepherd: Sunday, February 8, 2015, after the 
                    11:15 a.m. service 
 
    St. Mark’s:  Sunday, February 15, 2015, at the 
           conclusion of the 10:00 a.m. service 

 
 According to the Canons of the Church, every 
congregation meets once a year to review the year past, 
accept reports, and elect congregational representative to a 
Vestry or Bishop’s Committee and to the Annual Diocesan 
Convention. 
 
 Both congregations will be electing two members to 
serve on the parish level (Vestry or Bishop’s Committee) and 
one delegate and alternate to Diocesan Convention. 
 
 If you would like to nominate someone for these 
important leadership posts, please use the form below and 
submit it to the church on the Wednesday before the 
Annual Meeting.  Remember, any person seeking Vestry or 
Bishop’s Committee election must meet the following 
eligibility requirements as set forth in Diocesan Canon 32, 
Sec 2: 
 
(a) The electors shall be confirmed adult communicants of 
this Church in good standing in this Diocese; and such other 
baptized persons of like ages as may have been regular 
attendants upon the public Worship of the Church in said 
Parish, who have contributed to its support for at least three 
(3) months next preceding the election. Voting by proxy shall 
not be allowed. 
 
 (b) The right of challenge shall be permitted. In case of 
challenge, Communicant status and regular attendance shall 
be determined by the Rector, if there be one, or if there be 
none, by the Warden presiding. The matter of contribution 
to the support of the Parish shall be determined by the 
Treasurer of the Parish, or in the absence of the treasurer, by 
any other Vestry member having knowledge of the case. 
 
 Individuals nominated who do not meet the above 
qualifications as determined by the Rector and Treasurer 
will be notified prior to the meeting that they are ineligible 
for Vestry or Bishop’s Committee membership at this time, 
and offered direction as to how they might become eligible 
in the future. 
 
 Before you submit a nomination, please, as a courtesy, 
speak to the individual to see if he or she is willing to serve if 
elected. 
 
St. Mark’s is planning a luncheon following the 
Annual Meeting and Good Shepherd is having a 
pancake breakfast prior to the 11:15 a.m. service. 

 

 
 

YOUTH CENTER NEWS 
 

Our community youth center, ICKY’S, continues to 
grow!  We are attracting more middle school 
through high school youth, who enjoy coming to 
relax, build relationships, and enjoy the center’s 
amenities.  We have cool big screen TV’s for DVD’s 
and Video games, great furniture to use, a snack 
bar, a study room, and wonderful staff people 
drawn from churches within Fort Dodge, including 
St. Mark’s. 

ICKY’S is a LLC, registered with the State of Iowa, 
and is applying to become a 501c3.  It is served by 
a Board of Directors, who are drawn from member 
organizations.  Currently, seven Fort Dodge 
Churches fund and serve the center: St. Mark’s, 
First Presbyterian, UCC Congregational, First 
Covenant, New Covenant, St. Olaf’s Lutheran, and 
First United Methodist.  At a recent board retreat, 
Fr. Richard was elected the first President of the 
center and he’s very excited to be in his new role.  

ICKY’S operates on three days each week, Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. and 
Saturdays from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.   We hope 
to expand the hours in the future, as we secure 
more resources for the center. 

The Vestry of St. Mark’ has donated $5,000 to the 
center for 2015 to show its commitment to the 
ministry.  On January 10th, our parish hosted a 
wonderful soup supper which generated over $700 
for ICKY’S and Good Shepherd not only came to the 
supper, but its Bishop’s Committee gave a 
donation of $200 to the event.  Taken together, we 
raised almost $1,000.  How fantastic is that!  

St. Mark’s has made a weekly commitment to staff 
the center on Tuesday afternoons from 3:30 p.m. 
to 5:30 p.m.  Shannon Ely, Esther Merrill, Karla 
Skaggs, Susan Derscheid, and Fr. Richard currently 
make up the St. Mark’s volunteer staff, but we 
could always use more volunteers.  We have a 
great time, so speak to one of us if you are 
interested in joining us in this ministry to youth. 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=jcvPS_cmNe6BSM&tbnid=cM4mAFaciGCJMM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://soleilsucre.over-blog.com/80-categorie-10866422.html&ei=OaqfUvnVH5PPqQG274HIAQ&psig=AFQjCNFlC5NLv1Bi1Fhpw8PbTUX4o8Fn6Q&ust=1386280818030226
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=SPfXqvlaoRDGFM&tbnid=3JuSDdd3DX-VnM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.gloriadeilutheranic.org/&ei=tszrUqWIIoSSyAGPyIAo&bvm=bv.60444564,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNG0El46yWPb5R5VMVrdfcH5Z0MBbg&ust=1391271145763876
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Nomination Form & Guidelines 
for Vestry or Bishop’s Committee Membership 

 
1. Shall be confirmed, at least 16 years old, and either communicants of the church in good and regular attendance, 

or other baptized persons of like ages who have been regular attendants in the public worship at the church, and 
who have contributed to its support for at least 3 months prior to nomination.  (Canon 32, Sec 2) 

 
2. Shall be regular financial contributors of the parish. 
 
3. Shall be willing to attend Vestry / Bishop’s Committee orientation, regular monthly meetings of the Vestry / 

Bishop’s Committee, special meetings as called, the Annual Meeting of the parish, and (for St. Mark’s) the 
Annual Vestry Planning Retreat held each year following the Annual Meeting (to be held March 7-8 for the 
year 2015). 

 
4. St. Mark’s:  Must be willing to work with or serve as a chair of a parish commission, be the liaison member to 

the Vestry, and meet with the commission as a working member at scheduled meetings. 
 
5. Must be willing to attend monthly scheduled Vestry / Bishop’s Committee meetings and not miss more than 3 

per year with or without excuse. 
 
6. Must be willing to help carry the news of the actions of the Vestry / Bishop’s Committee to the parishioners and 

act as a feedback to the Vestry/ Bishop’s Committee to assure that the vestry is in tune with those they are 
intended to serve and represent. 

 
 With the above qualities in mind, I wish to nominate ____  to be a 

member of the Vestry/ Bishop’s Committee. 
 
       ☐ I have spoken to this person about requirements for service on the Vestry / Bishop’s Committee. 
 
Submitter’s Name:   
 

 

ATTENTION!  If you know of a St. Mark’s or Good Shepherd college-aged student who plans to 
attend college or a trade school in the fall, be sure to take a look at the “Guidelines and 
Procedures” for scholarship qualification printed at the end of the newsletter.  This includes 
students who have already completed one or more years at a post-secondary school. 

 

Younkers Community Days 
Friday, Feb. 27 - Saturday, Feb. 27 

 

 $10 off a regular or sale price item of $10 or more.  
 Up to 30% off a single regular or sale price item.  
 Up to 25% off a regular and sale price purchase.  
 Up to 30% off an online purchase of regular and sale 

price merchandise.  
 30% off select shapewear.  
 $25 off all Easy Spirit® and Naturalizer® shoes.  
 
Exclusions apply; see booklet for details. 100% of 
booklet sales benefit The Baby’s Room, sponsored by 
St. Mark’s, and located within UDMO offices. 

 
A Valentine Prayer 

 
I said a Valentine prayer for you 

and asked the Lord above 
to fill your heart and bless your soul 

With the precious gift of love. 

 
I asked Him for sincere love 
The kind that's meant to stay 

Just like the generous love 
You give to those you touch each day. 

 
I prayed for love from family 

And from every cherished friend 
Then I asked the Lord to give you 

His love that knows no end. 
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St. Mark’s has a new website and website address!!  There is a members’ 
section, which will contain information of a more sensitive nature that we 
don’t want published for the public; such as, financial reports, prayer 
requests, and such.  When you check out the website, be sure to sign up 
as a member.  Send your pictures of parish events to the office so they can 
be included in the “Gallery”.  Let us know what you think and if you have 

any suggestions.  The address is www.stmarksfdia.org. 
 

 We have an AA (Alcoholics Anonymous) group that meets in Taylor Hall on Wednesday 
evenings starting at 7:00 p.m.  The meeting has 50-100 people, men and women, who 
are on the path to recovery.  So if you drive by and see the lights on—that’s what’s up. 
This is another way that St. Mark’s serves the community.  Thank you for your support. 

 

 Cabin Fever:  Honoring our Covenant with Good Shepherd, and just in the spirit of good Christian 
fellowship, we experienced a new event this year.  Held with Good Shepherd parishioners at their church in 
Webster City, this fun night of worship, food, and games was well-attended, and enjoyed by all.  Many 
thanks to Deb Leksell for the following photos: 

 

     
 

    

  ICKY’S Chili & Soup Supper:  Many, many thanks to all the wonderful St. Mark’s parishioners who shared 
their time and talents to make the 1st Annual Soup Supper a huge success!!  Everyone enjoyed the delicious 
food, proceeds of which will be used to benefit ICKY'S, our ecumenical youth center here in Ft. Dodge.  May 
God bless all of you!  First time around and we brought in over $920!! 

 

Paw Prints from St. Mark’s 

http://www.stmarksfdia.org/


 

 

 Speaking of funding for ICKY’S, St. Olaf Lutheran Church will host the “FROM ORDINARY” Christian quartet 
at 7:00 p.m. on Saturday, February 7 with a free will offering to benefit ICKY’S.  St. Olaf’s is located at 239 
North 11th Street here in Ft. Dodge.  Keep the spirit of sharing going…and plan to attend this event. 

 

 Coffee Schedule for 2015:  Be sure to pick up this year’s schedule for coffee duty from the hall table outside 
the sanctuary, so you’ll know in advance of receiving the Housekeeping duties each month when your turn 
will be coming! 

 

 Shrove Tuesday:   Our annual “feast before the fast” event will be held this year as follows:  
 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 
Taylor Hall 

February 17 
5:00–7:00 p.m. 

 
The menu includes a choice of plain or blueberry pancakes, sausage, orange juice, milk, and coffee.  A 

donation basket to benefit GATEWAY TO DISCOVERY will be available for contributions.  If you will be 

writing a check for a monetary donation to the supper, please note on your check “Shrove Tuesday.”  
 

Free Marti Gras beads will be distributed as long as they last.  Tickets with date, time, etc., are available to 
distribute in Taylor Hall, or you may pick them up at the St. Mark’s Parish Office by calling ahead.  Let’s 
make this year as successful as 2014!  We can, with your support! 

 

 Church Women United:  The next meeting of CWU will be held Monday, February 9 at 1:30 p.m. in the 
Celebration Center at Friendship Haven, 420 Kenyon Road.  Trinity United Methodist will present the 
program, “Do You Understand What I Have Done for You?  No need to register, just show up for the 
meeting and join other local Christian women in a time of fellowship. 
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 Annual 

Hunger March 

BENEFIT FOR THE LORD'S CUPBOARD 

Saturday, March 7 

10am at Crossroads Mall 

Form or Join a team ~ Collect pledges or give a donation. 

 
A $50 donation will provide for a family of 4. 

For information please call 576-7586 

 
 

  

 
  



 

 

 

 

 
“WOOLKLIPPINGS” 

FROM GOOD SHEPHERD 
 
 Good Shepherd is pleased to announce the launching of their website.  You can check it out at: 

www.goodshepherdwcia.org. 

The old website is still out there until the domain name expires this month, so be careful to look for the new one.  
 
 St. Mark's family joined Good Shepherd on January 10, their Saturday night service, for 
Cabin Fever night.  We all enjoyed watching the children express their joy in the 
Christmas/Epiphany program after the service.  A group photo was taken of St. Mark's and 
Good Shepherd.  Chili and chicken noodle soup as well as exquisite desserts were enjoyed and 
then Game Night was on!  Children and adults had a great time.  If you check out the website 
at www.goodshepherdwcia.org, you can see many photos in the photo slideshow as well as 

sprinkled through the website tabs.  "A photo says a thousand words"! 
 
 Tom and Judy McLaughlin, Al and Joan Haberman, and Rhonda Masser enjoyed the Parish Supper at St. Mark's 

January 20 with proceeds to benefit ICKY's (the youth ecumenical ministry in Fort Dodge).  Tom was pleased to 
present a check to Betty McNiel of $200 on behalf of Good Shepherd.  We have neglected our social outreach.  
This was a great start for the 2015 year!  Good Shepherd has a long tradition of giving to the communities we 
are connected to, as well as the wider world. 

 
Some past outreach projects have included:  Hospice, Ecumenical Human Needs, domestic abuse shelters (both 
in Clarion and Fort Dodge), CROP, Angel Backpack program, summer lunches, Public Health, Kids Against 
Hunger, UDMO Food Pantry, Bethel Mission, Heifer project (bees last year), Church of the Damascus Road 
prison ministry, missionaries in Bolivia, Haiti, Swaziland, the diocesan clean water project, seminary students… 

 
 The Annual Meeting at Good Shepherd is scheduled for Sunday, February 8, after the 

service.  But first, Tom McLaughlin and his capable kitchen staff will be serving pancakes 
from 9:30-10:30 a.m.  Make it a point to share in the camaraderie as well as great food and 
be a part of the direction of Good Shepherd for the coming year.  It will be a transition year 
for us with Father Richard scheduled to retire May 31 and the search for a new priest. 

 
 Lent is coming.  Ash Wednesday service will be at 5:00 p.m. on February 18.  Oh, there is a calendar on the 

website which you can always check for up-to-date information.  If something isn't there, contact 
goodshepherdwcia@gmail.com, or Deb Leksell, 515-835-1780 or St. Mark's 515-576-2019 (if you don't have 
email) for more information. 

 
 Are you interested in a Study series through Lent?  Last year after the Sunday service, we viewed DVDs on the 

various Christian denominations—that we are all part of the "tree of Christ" and branch from there.  It 
generated some great discussion and most people stayed after church for this.  A Bible study?  It can be 
organized!  Just verbalize what you might want. 

 
 Are you interested in becoming a lector, a Eucharistic minister, a lay reader, an acolyte, a church school teacher?  

We have need of all of these ministers.  If training needs to happen, it can! 
 
 We also need church school teachers for the elementary class for March, April and May.  You can share a 

month. 

https://tessatangent.wordpress.com/page/2/
http://www.goodshepherdwcia.org/
http://www.goodshepherdwcia.org/
mailto:goodshepherdwcia@gmail.com


 

 

 The Bishop's Committee revised the Building Use Policy in November.  We have clarified the meaning of an 
“active member,” and this policy will be given to those using the building.  Any questions regarding the policy 
can be directed to Larry Bucknam, Joan Haberman, Robbie Katschke, Adam Martin-Schwarze, Rhonda Masser 
and Tom McLaughlin. 

 
 Adam Martin-Schwarze and Tom McLaughlin have completed their terms on the Bishop's Committee.  Please let 

Tom know prior to the Annual Meeting if you would like to serve on the committee. 
 

  Good Shepherd made their first delivery of 2015 to the food pantry at Upper 
Des Moines Opportunity in Webster City.  The pantry has a need for boxed meals 
such as Hamburger Helper, ketchup and mustard.  Personal items such as toilet 
tissue, toothbrushes, toothpaste, shampoo and deodorant are always needed.  
Thanks to all for your generosity! 
 

 
Winter Food Pantry Ingathering 

 

 
OUR BOYS MADE US PROUD! 

 
Good Shepherd is so very fortunate to have three outstanding young men, each attending different schools, who 
have demonstrated strength of character and sportsmanship, as well as being outstanding athletes.  Joel Haberman 
won the conference wrestling tournament in Clear Lake on Saturday, January 24.  Joel was recognized at the 
tournament as the first wrestler from Clarion-Goldfield-Dows to become a four time league champion.  When this 
was announced, the entire gymnasium, filled with 8 schools, stood up and cheered and clapped for Joel.  It was such 
a grand event for his proud family.  The place just rocked!  It was a tearful moment for those who know him well. 
 
Antrez Conley, wrestling for Webster City, took first in his weight class.  His final match had all of the Webster City 
and Iowa Falls people on their feet screaming and cheering and pushing him to win.  He was pumped!  He won in 
overtime.  Deb Conley said he and his brother Dustin stopped by after the tournament and were still flying! 
 
Zac Katschke, wrestling for Iowa Falls-Alden, took fourth in his weight class.  His strength of character showed 
through so positively.  When he was defeated, he looked his opponent in the eye, shook his hand, and congratulated 
him.  His family was so proud of his hard work, effort and attitude.  Probably the greatest emotional event was his 
last home meet - senior night (he is a senior) at Iowa Falls.  His match at 145 was the last match of the evening.  Zac 
was the reason Iowa Falls-Alden took first place in that meet.  The Iowa Falls-Alden supporters brought the roof 
down with their cheering, stomping and clapping urging Zac to pin his guy.  He did! 
 
That winning moment, that adrenaline high.  We are grateful when those we love get to live that moment.  Winning 
is wonderful; strength of character developed from hard work is the greater benefit.  All three from Good Shepherd 
at the same tournament…we are so proud to have them and think that we had a part in making them outstanding 
young men - modest, respectful, kind, caring, compassionate.  Larry Bucknam, their Sunday school teacher, was 
sorry they weren't at church on the 25th so they could talk wrestling.  "Buck" was one of the founders of the 
wrestling program in Webster City.  Nothing makes his Sunday like a group of teenagers at church school.  The girls 
even love him! 
 

         
 Zac winning match of last home Antrez Conley Joel Haberman's 
 meet Iowa Falls-Alden  Conference Win  

 



 

 

The 2014 St. Mark’s Education Grants will be governed by the following revised guidelines and procedures, which will 

be published in the next three newsletters in order to provide fair notice of the opportunity within our congregations. 
 

Guidelines and Procedures 

St. Mark’s Martin Education Grants 

Revised By the Vestry on September 28, 2010 
 

 1. As redefined by amendments to the Trust Agreement, the St. Mark’s Martin Education Fund is designed to provide 

grants for educational needs of Communicants in Good Standing of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Fort Dodge, and 

Good Shepherd Episcopal Church, Webster City.  The Vestry shall inform the Education Grant Committee before any 

applications are received (prior to March 31) of the amount available for distribution in the next academic year. 

 2. There is to be an Education Grant Committee composed of three persons appointed by the Vestry and one person 

from the Vestry will serve as liaison.  Their terms will be staggered for three years so that each year a new person will 

be appointed to the committee.  The purpose of the committee will be to receive the grant applications, review them 

for completeness and then make a recommendation to the Vestry regarding how the funds should be allocated.  One 

person from the Vestry will be appointed to serve as a committee liaison. 

 3. During the months of December, January and February fair notice should be given to the parish by means of bulletins 

and the Paw Prints/Wool Clippings that education applications are available and are due by April 1.  Applications will 

be available in the office of St. Mark’s and are to be given to those who request them. 

 4. All applications for education grants must be in the office of St. Mark’s Church on or before April 1
st
.  There will be 

no exceptions to this rule.  Failure to meet this deadline with a fully completed application will disqualify the 

applicant.  The office personnel are not responsible for notifying applicants of missing data or mistakes.  This is the 

applicant’s responsibility.  A notation of date and time received will be placed on the application by someone in the 

church office. 

 5. Copies of all applications will be distributed by the parish secretary to all members of the committee.  The committee 

will review all the applications and forward their recommendations in writing to the Vestry no later than the regularly 

scheduled April Vestry meeting.  If applicants are disqualified or denied a grant, the reasons for the committee action 

should be included in the report. 

 6. The Vestry shall review the committee’s recommendations and make the awards as they deem appropriate and in 

accordance with these guidelines.  The Vestry may alter or amend the recommended awards at their discretion.  All 

applicants will be notified of the decisions regarding their grants by a letter signed by the Senior Warden, by May 1
st
.   

 7. When it is called for, the Rector, Senior Warden or a member of the Vestry shall present the award to an applicant at 

the applicant’s High School awards program.  Appropriate media announcement will also be made. 

 8. If the grant is awarded, payment will be made in two equal installments payable in July and December.  Checks will 

be made out to the school, but sent to the student.  The December distribution will not be made until the students 

unofficial transcript is received in the parish office by mail or email, demonstrating satisfactory work with a GPA of 

2.5 or above and full time status.  Notification of this requirement will be sent with the July check. 

 9. Education grants may be awarded in amounts up to $1000 per applicant per year.  An applicant may reapply each year 

for additional funds using the same form, provided the applicant has demonstrated satisfactory work with a GPA of 

2.5 or above in the previous years and is still a full time student.  The maximum number of applications is five (5) 

years. 

10. The Grant awards shall take into account the following criteria: 

a. The Vestry may give preference to applications according to the following ranking: first, Communicants in 

Good Standing of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Fort Dodge; and second,   Communicants in Good Standing 

of Good Shepherd Episcopal Church, Webster City. 

b. Applicants should be full time students of 12 credits or more. 

c. Applicants should have a GPA of 2.5 or above and cannot be on academic probation or failing. 

d. Applicants may reapply for a total of 5 years 

11. Grant Eligibility 

Paraphrased Definition of Communicant in Good Standing 

According to the National Canons of the Episcopal Church 
 

A Communicant in Good Standing is a person who: 

 has been baptized in the name of the Trinity and said baptism has been recorded in the parish register; 

 has received Holy Communion at least three times during the preceding year; 

 has been faithful in corporate worship, unless for good cause, and been faithful in working, praying, and giving for 

the spread of the Kingdom of God. 


