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Seven Reasons to Celebrate Advent 
~ by Ryan Shelton,Worship Pastor, Evanston, Illinois 
 
I grew up in one of the branches of the church that 
did not celebrate Advent. Before the leftover turkey 
disappeared from the refrigerator, we were in full-
blown Christmastide through December 25. 
 
I was in my twenties before I was introduced to the 
tradition of Advent, and it frankly did not have 
much appeal right away. What was the value of 
four weeks of longing and expectation? It seems so 
contradictory to the prevailing atmosphere of 
festive, cheery glow in the shopping malls. 
 
But I have grown to love Advent. And though it is 
not a mandated observance in Scripture, there are 
profitable reasons to consider making Advent part 
of your holiday rhythm. Here are seven potential 
benefits of observing Advent. 
 
1. Advent reminds us we are not the center of 

God’s plan. 
 
Advent is an opportunity to refresh your 
perspective that God has a grand plan for history 
that is so much larger than just you and your kin. 
For all the emphasis on gift-giving and 
sentimentality that characterizes our cultural 
holiday, we can tend to focus on our small circles of 
friends. So in the midst of a season that might 
shrink our gaze, Advent reminds us to pan the 
camera back out to the larger scope of God’s 
purposes for history. 
 
Before the foundation of the world, God wrote “the 
book of life of the Lamb who was slain” (Revelation 
13:8), a story culminating in the marriage of the 

Lamb and his Bride (Revelation 19:7). What a 
marvel that we are spectacularly included in this 
grand plan, but we are not individually the main 
characters in this story. 
 
The expectation of Advent points our gaze to a far 
grander story than our sentimental yuletide 
inclinations. 
 
2. Advent reminds us of generations of saints 

longing for the Messiah. 
 
Not long ago, it was a luxury to have two-day 
shipping for online purchases. Now you can have 
your purchase show up in just a matter of hours. Do 
modern people even have a category for longing, 
pining, and waiting? 
 
Advent gives us an opportunity to imagine the long-
awaited coming of the Messiah, who was promised 
thousands of years before his arrival in Bethlehem 
(John 8:56; Hebrews 11:13). Generations of saints 
had promises from God in Scripture, and types that 
heightened their yearning for the coming One. 
 
As we imagine ourselves in this kind of expectation, 
we begin to see glimpses of how Jesus expected his 
disciples to see predictions for his ministry in the 
entire collection of Scriptures (Luke 24:27, 44), not 
simply a few isolated prophecies. With this kind of 
yearning, the pages of the Hebrew Bible rustle with 
Jesus from Genesis to Chronicles. 
 
3. Advent connects us to centuries of church 

tradition. 
 
Church tradition is not our final authority like 
Scripture, but we are not the first generation to 
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seek to live faithfully to God’s word. We are naïve 
to blindly disregard a practice that has been fruitful 
for so many citizens of God’s Kingdom. 
 
We should remember our leaders, and consider the 
outcome of their faith (Hebrews 13:7), and 
celebrating Advent is an opportunity to imitate the 
faith of many faithful leaders who have gone before 
us. We can avoid what C.S. Lewis called 
“chronological snobbery” by letting the voices of 
seasoned saints offer wisdom into our context. 
 
4. Advent brings slowness in the midst of a frantic 

season. 
 
The Christmas holiday, especially in the West, 
seems to be on a vector towards insanity. Black 
Friday appears to have no desire to remain confined 
by a 24-hour window, even while shoppers have 
literally been reported to stampede retail stores. 
Students are busy studying for finals, parents are 
busy shopping for gifts, families are busy traveling 
to visit relatives — even social calendars can crowd 
uncomfortably during December. 
 
Advent provides opportunity to slow the pace, or 
even comparatively grind it to a halt. Remember the 
deliberateness of God. He completed his promise 
“in the fullness of time” (Galatians 4:4). Whether 
through daily readings, candle-lightings, or other 
Advent-themed traditions, we resolve to pause and 
reflect in a season that could otherwise drown out 
reflection — and be still. 
 
5. Advent teaches us patience. 
 
Patience is a fruit of God’s Spirit (Galatians 5:22). 
But though it is his work, we may seek out means 
whereby the Spirit of God can cultivate patience in 
our hearts. 
 
As we observe Advent, God can grow patience in 
our hearts by demonstrating that God is patient, 
and not because he is slow (2 Peter 3:9). By 
remembering the longing for Christ’s first coming, 
we see God’s mercy. He did not rush into swift 
destruction of his enemies and triumph of his 
kingdom — glorious as that will be. 
 
Every moment of God’s patience is an opportunity 
for repentance for those who would otherwise be 
destroyed in his final coming (Romans 2:4). During 
Advent we behold the patience of Jesus, and by 
beholding him we are transformed more into his 
likeness by God’s Spirit (2 Corinthians 3:18). 
 

6. Advent demonstrates the rarer jewel of 
Christian discontentment. 

 
Puritan author Jeremiah Burroughs wrote of The 
Rare Jewel of Christian Contentment. And indeed 
this rare jewel is worth cultivating, especially in 
view of a mass conspiracy of advertisements 
designed solely to rob it from you. But not all 
discontentment ought to be shunned. 
 
Where Christian contentment is rare in the vast sea 
of discontented people, distinctly Christian 
discontentment may be rarer. How else can the 
result of the firstfruits of the Spirit be groaning 
inwardly (Romans 8:23)? What are we to make of 
the souls of martyrs under the altar of God crying 
out, “How long, O Lord?” (Revelation 6:10)? We do 
not have to look far to find reasons to grow in 
righteous discontentment with the sin-broken 
world around us, and lift up holy cries of lament. 
 
Advent uniquely models this in the Christian 
calendar, as we remember similar cries for the first 
coming of Christ, and join their refrain for the 
second coming. 
 
7. Advent fortifies confidence in the promises of 

God. 
 
Finally, the best application of all of a season of 
heightened, purposeful remembrance and 
expectation directs us toward the glorious Second 
Advent of King Jesus. 
 
As we reflect on God’s faithfulness to his promises 
past, we are reassured in the promises we yet await. 
Jesus said he is coming soon (Revelation 22:12), and 
though our concept of soon may seem to have a 
different calibration than our Lord’s, the Holy Spirit 
strengthens our faith by tracing the exactitude of 
God’s faithfulness to the saints long ago. 
Confidence in the second coming of Christ inspires 
missions (Matthew 24:14), enables Christian 
fellowship and mutual encouragement (Hebrews 
10:25), and equips us for joyful suffering (Hebrews 
10:34). 
 
So if you are like me, and did not grow up with the 
tradition of Advent in your family or church, 
consider the benefits to your Christian walk this 
season by joining many in the Christian faith who 
have found great benefit in purposefully preparing 
during Advent for the great celebration of 
Christmas. Let us join the voices of generations of 
saints past and present in the refrain, O come, O 
come, Emmanuel. 
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The Lotus Community Project is focused on supporting women and families in need. 

Our experienced staff and network of community partners provide support, training, 

coaching, and access to create the best opportunity for success.  

 

                                           
                   

                     

                 

                       

          

  
 CHRISTMAS 

SCHEDULE  at St. Mark’s 
 

  December 24 – 6:00 p.m.  (Carols at 5:30 p.m.) 
 Christmas Eve Service of Lessons & Carols 
 

  

 CHRISTMAS 
SCHEDULE  at Good 

Shepherd 
 

  December 24 – 4:00 p.m.  (Carols at 3:30 p.m.) 
 Christmas Eve Service 
 Holy Eucharist  
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 REPORT FROM THE CONVENTION:  John Daniel, Diocesan Convention delegate for St. Mark’s, submitted the 

following report: 

This was the fourth convention I have attended.  Sharon Vogel and I represented Fort Dodge. 
Many faces and clergy were more familiar this year.  Our former priests, - Richard Graves, Ben 
Webb, Bob Kem, and Elaine Caldwell were there and they send their greetings.  Ben is now 
serving a church in Indianola.  Quite a bit of the convention seemed to be directed toward 
revival. 
 
Something of note would be from Lacey Howard, youth missioner.  We have a deep admiration 
for her and her work with the youth.  Lacey has resigned in order to continue with her career 
goals.  She had an excellent report of the youth activities of the past year. 
 
This year’s convention took place on Saturday and Sunday.  Saturday’s highlight was Presiding 
Bishop Michael Curry.  He shared his vision and remarks for close to an hour with no notes and 
many quotes.  Saturday evening there was a service at the cathedral –we had many bishops 
involved from many countries.  Our former bishop, Bishop Epting, was in attendance.  He is 
involved with a church in Coralville.  It was quite a surprise to see and visit with him. 
 
The Sunday service you all saw in Fort Dodge via the telecast.  The service was held at the hotel 
to accommodate the large crowd in attendance.  Bishop Michael and I were in the front row.  
We received the full message, music, and sermon.  It truly was an inspirational service.  It was 
quite an experience to be just a few feet from the bishop who gave the Royal Wedding sermon. 
 
John Daniel 

 

   After several years of using the UDMO UPDATE:
space in the lower level of St. Mark’s, Upper Des Moines 
and the Baby’s Room have outgrown the space we 

provided to them.  As of November 1, they have relocated to the former O’Connor insurance building at 1325 
1st Avenue South.  St. Mark’s has been deeply involved in the Baby’s Room and have included them in our 
annual budget.  Several church members, especially Anna Bacon, have kept the Baby’s Room going.  Many 
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thanks for Anna’s dedicated service and to all the volunteers.  As of the present, St. Mark’s will continue its 
support of UDMO and the Baby’s Room. 
 
It has been a wonderful and successful outreach project of St. Mark’s for many years.  In the next year we will 
be looking into what our involvement will be. 
 

   Once again, faithful St. Mark’s volunteers served about 60 guests, as well as helpers, on MANNA MEAL:
Saturday, November 10 downtown Ft. Dodge at the First United Methodist Church.  Sharon Vogel 
(Fellowship Commission liaison), along with others, made spaghetti casseroles, and other volunteers 
brought bread, milk and desserts, as well as their service.  All of the many Bingo prizes donated were 
greatly appreciated.  Thank you to all for your support and service. 

 

                  
                     Sharon Vogel & John Duro move tables in preparation. Mary Duro high-fives Art Bacon, or perhaps is blessing 

                                the food? 
 

     
                     The serving line Volunteers take their turn. Humble Bishop Michael cleans up. 
 
 ALTAR WINE INGATHERING:  Due to an abundance of wine donated in 2014, this is the first time in four 

years St. Mark’s has held its Wine Ingathering.  Parishioners were charitable in their giving, so it appears 
there will be enough fresh wine to last the year of 2019.  Thank you to all who donated! 

 

 GROUP STUDY:  Whether you’re new to the Episcopal Church, or are a “cradle Episcopalian,” 

you can benefit from being a part of examining author Greg Garrett’s most recent book, My 
Church Is NOT Dying: Episcopalians in the 21st Century.  According to one synopsis, the author 
describes “the unfolding vision of a church stepping into the future, instead of dwelling in the 
past.” 
 
It is the hope that this study will result in a better understanding of what the Episcopal Church is 

called to do, from its historical mission to the current time.  Join us at 11:00 o’clock each Sunday after the 
church service to study this perspective from Greg Garrett in My Church Is NOT Dying. 
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 HELP BRIGHTEN OUR BLESSINGS:  The church’s beautiful brass and silver pieces are in need of some 

attention in preparation for the Christmas season and the Altar Guild could use your help on Friday, 
December 7 at 7:00 p.m. to clean and polish.  We will meet in Taylor Hall to chat, and have fellowship while 

 we work together.  We can make short work of this project with the help of many hands, so please join us.
 

 :  Traditionally, St. Mark’s includes poinsettias as part of the Christmas decorations CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS

for the church.  If you would like to provide a poinsettia in memory or in honor of a loved one, there are 
forms on the hallway table outside the sanctuary.  Please put the form in the offering plate or call the 
church office with the information.  Small plants are $12 and the large ones are $20.  (Dedications will be 
listed in the Christmas Eve bulletin.)  The order deadline is December 17. 

 
   Come and join us on December 24 at 5:30 p.m. for singing Christmas carols prior CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE:

to the 6:00 p.m. Service of Lessons & Carols.  Once again, our music director, Kathleen Schreier, has a great 
line-up of special vocalists and instrumentalists to lead us as we join together in praise to the newborn King. 

 
   Over the course of the next few weeks, there will be a sign-up list in Taylor Hall for OFFERING ENVELOPES:

offering envelopes for 2019.  If you would like a box of envelopes, just initial the list.  Envelopes will be 
ready for pickup on the table outside the sanctuary on December 30, or sooner if you come into the office. 

Information Regarding Offering Envelopes:  For those of you who may not be aware, if you sign up to 
receive a set of envelopes… 

a. There is no charge to you for the envelopes. 
b. Although they are dated, you are not required to make a donation every week. 
c. You can put either a check or cash into the envelope.  (Cash contributions can then be credited 

to you and be used as a tax deduction at the end of the year.) 
d. The envelope may be marked on the outside as a donation for a specific purpose; i.e., Rector’s 

Discretionary Fund, the Baby’s Room, etc. 
 

   The last checks of the 2018 fiscal year will be written on December 27, 2018; therefore, YEAR-END FINANCES:
all invoices and requests for payment (with receipts) are due in the church office by 10:00 a.m. on December 

27, 2018.  Year-end contributions need to be into the office no later than 10:00 a.m. on DECEMBER 27.  

Thank you for making our fiscal year transition as smooth as possible.  If you have any questions, call Thera 
Shey in the office at 576-2019. 
 
 

 

 

 
“WOOLKLIPPINGS” 

FROM GOOD SHEPHERD 
 

 FOOD PACKAGING SUCCESS:  On Sunday, November 11, the Webster City Ministerial Association sponsored 

a food packaging session at Fuller Hall in Webster City.  Seven sheep from Good Shepherd were among the 
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85-90 people involved in the packaging.  The afternoon’s labors resulted in putting together over 26,000 
minestrone soup meals.  The Webster City Main Street Kiwanis Club did a City fundraising drive and 
collected over $8000 to cover the expenses for this packaging.  The meals will be distributed domestically to 
areas of need in the USA.  THANK YOU to all who made cash and/or time donations at this time of 
THANKSGIVING!!! 

 

 THE WCMA is also recruiting bell ringers for the Webster City “Red Bucket” campaign, to be held on four 

weekends in December.  All the monies raised will remain locally and be distributed to relief agencies in 
Webster City and Hamilton County.  Several members from Good Shepherd are joining teams from other 
Webster City congregations to help in this effort. 

 

 MORE BLESSINGS OF OUTREACH:  Good Shepherd believes in our outreach.  The Vestry voted to give $150 

to the Ft. Dodge Domestic Abuse Shelter, $100 was designated to go to the Hamilton County Youth and 
Family Services, and $100 was given to the Webster City Schools Backpack program. 

 

 WAY OF LOVE ADVENT CURRICULUM:  Most of us were inspired by Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s sermon 

at the Diocesan Convention.  Michael calls us to Learn, Pray, Worship, Bless, Go, Rest, Turn.  Journeying the 
Way of Love Advent Curriculum is available for individuals and families to have an advent home study with a 
daily Advent calendar.  For instance, on Mondays we are called to GO.  Monday December 3 is an exercise - 
take time to listen closely to someone you may not ordinarily take seriously, or who has a different 
perspective than you.  Wednesdays we are called to PRAY.  On December 5 - set a time for 5 minutes.  
Silently repeat this prayer:  come Lord Jesus… 
 
Good Shepherd is going to take advantage of our new audio visual technology and have 3 Wednesday 
evening Advent gatherings starting December 5 at 5:30: 
   We will have a: 

+ Time for gathering 
+ Time for nourishment (soup) 
+ Video(s) by the Presiding Bishop Michael Curry - about 8 minutes 
+ Discussion relating this to me/us/we 
+ Closing prayer 

 
December 5 interview on PBS - 6 months in - a new Episcopal Church Presiding Bishop on Church Challenges  
(8 minutes) 
   “What challenges do you face?" 
 
December 12 A word to the church (4 minutes) and The Jesus Movement (4 minutes) 
   “what does it mean to “follow me?" 
 
December 19 What do we mean to pray “Thy Kingdom Come”?  (3 minutes) and Christmas message (4 
minutes) 
   “what does “thy kingdom come mean to me?…..how will your life change with the Christmas message” 
 
Join us!  Your family and friends are welcome!  Children too! 

 
 DECEMBER CALENDAR:  

December 1:  Soup luncheon and Bazaar  10:00-1:00 

December 2:  First Sunday in Advent with Kris Leaman at 10:30 

December 5:  Wednesday night Advent Study and soup supper with PB Michael Curry at 5:30 

December 8:  Saturday night service at 5:00  family party at Debby Leksell’s after the service 

December 9:  No service 

December 12:  Wednesday night Advent Study and soup supper with PB Michael Curry at 5:30 
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December 16:  Third Sunday in Advent with Bob Kem at 10:30 

December 19:  Wednesday night Advent Study and soup supper with PB Michael Curry at 5:30 

December 23:  Fourth Sunday in Advent with Kris Leaman at 10:30 

December 24:  Christmas Eve with Mary Jane Oakland - carols at 3:30 service at 4:00  (All welcome at 
McLaughlins following the service) 

December 30:  Lay Distribution of Communion 10:30 
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                     & NEWSLETTER 

Good Shepherd Episcopal Church 
1100 Mary Lane 
P.O. Box 108 
Webster City IA 50595 
 

 

St.  Mark’s Episcopal Church 
10:00 AM    Sunday Holy Eucharist 
 
Dec 2 Spaghetti Supper, 4:30-7:00 p.m. 
Dec 7 Cleaning & Polishing, 7:00 p.m. 
Dec 12 Vestry Meeting, 6:00 p.m. 
Dec 24 Christmas Decorating of Church, 9:00 a.m. 
Dec 24 Service of Lessons & Carols, 6:00 p.m. (Carols at 5:30 p.m.) 
 
 
Good Shepherd Episcopal Church 
10:30 AM    Sunday Holy Eucharist 
 
Dec 1 Soup Luncheon & Bazaar  10:00-1:00 
Dec 8 Saturday Evening Service, 5:00 p.m. 
   Followed by family party at Debby Leksell’s 
Dec 24 Christmas Eve Service, 4:00 p.m. (Carols at 3:30 p.m.) 
 [All welcome at McLaughlins after service] 
 
 


