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The Joint Newsletter of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Fort Dodge, Iowa 
and the Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd, Webster City, Iowa 

 

Bishop Michael Last, Intentional Interim Rector for St. Mark’s:  lastm46@gmail.com 
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St. Mark’s: 515-576-2019     St. Mark’s Fax: 515-576-0632      Good Shepherd: 515-832-2707 

St. Mark’s Web Site: www.stmarksfdia.org   Good Shepherd’s Website: www.goodshepherdwcia.org 
 

 
 

 
 

“Healing in Our Lives” 

 
Bible Study of the healing ministry of Jesus 

and sharing our own experiences 
 

Facilitated by Rev. Bob Kem, International Order 
of St. Luke the Physician 

 
Wednesdays, December 6, 13 and 20 

 
Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd 

1100 Mary Lane 
Webster City IA 

 
Light supper at 5:30 

Study from 6:00-7:15 PM 
 

You Are Invited! 

 
We are excited to announce the Healing Bible study 
being offered in December.   We’ll start with a light 
supper and then move into the study.  So many of us are 
hurting and in need of healing.  We’re feeling vulnerable. 
 
Participants are asked to bring a spiral bound notebook 
and contemporary Bible.  If you don’t have one, you can 
share! 

 

 

 
 

Episcopal Diocese of Iowa Youth Ski Trip 
 
The Youth Ski Trip is an annual winter-fun weekend with 
skiing, snowboarding, tubing, and more! This year's Ski 
Trip will take place Friday, January 12 through Sunday, 
January 14 at a new location:  Camp Sacajawea and 
Seven Oaks in Boone.  We hope that youth (grades 6-
12) and adults from your congregation will join us!  
Group registrations are due to the Diocese by 
December 18, 2017. 

 

 
 

 CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE  
at St. Mark’s 

 
  December 24 – 9:00 a.m.  (4th Sunday of Advent) 
  Advent Service 
 Holy Eucharist 
 
  December 24 – 6:00 p.m.  (Carols at 5:15 p.m.) 
 Advent Service of Lessons & Carols 
 Holy Eucharist 

 

 CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE  
at Good Shepherd 

 
  December 24 – 4:00 p.m.  (4th Advent / Christmas Eve) 
 (Carols at 3:30 p.m.) 
 Christmas Eve Service 
 Holy Eucharist  

Paw Prints & WoolKlippings 

http://www.goodshepherdwcia.org/
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                                 I live in a world that may be different from many of you who read this article.  I 
travel several hundreds of miles each week on the interstates.  The interstates 
have an attitude all their own.  Drivers that ignore speed limits, and who 
carelessly cut in as they weave in and out of traffic.  Truckers who believe 

they and their big rigs own the road.  Troopers who perilously fly by in 
pursuit of a speeding automobile…it seems especially at night.  As I travel 
the roadways, I often listen to news shows to keep me informed and alert.  

Alas, the news is often depressing, filled with political intrigue.  I serve on the 
board of Music Man Square in Mason City, in hopes collaborating with the city fathers in a 
major redevelopment project for downtown Mason City…only to see the project time and again 
defused by negativism.  Like many cities there is the nightly news that includes reports of 
shootings, drugs, robberies.  The death of five youth traversing city streets late at night at 
high speed under the influence, killed in an instant.  Weekly, I engage with those experiencing 
diminished capacity, illness, perhaps a drug relapse.  Even here at St. Mark's we seem to be 
living on the edge.  There are times when I am extremely optimistic about our future, certain in 
my heart of hearts that the Holy Spirit is working among us, stirring, breathing the breath of 
God into these old bones, rattling in new ways, causing me to be confident that our future is 
ours to own, rather than a diminished capacity owning us. 
 
Advent, Christmas, a new year—especially the new year ahead of St. Mark's—looks filled with 
the Spirit.  Little steps of progress remind us that that though St. Mark's ministry is 162 years 
old, God has not finished with us.  We have youth to confirm.  Classes to teach.  There are 
visitors each Sunday, a marvelous location here in the heart of a city on the move, significant 
financial resources that if managed and utilized faithfully, will help us to write a new, and 
perhaps enduring, chapter of ministry. 
 
Christmas is a time of hopefulness.  It is the story of God's enduring love for us by coming in 
the flesh, touching our lives, not only with hopeful optimism, but in the flesh, demonstrating 
that in the midst of discouragement there is reason to believe better days are ahead.  That 
salvation awaits; that no matter how discouraging life may seem, Jesus is present among us.  
That his Spirit is not abandoning us, but real, alive, voraciously advocating and encouraging us to 
take up our staff and get going, believing that there is mission and opportunity ahead of us.  
That each time we celebrate Christ's presence in Holy Communion, it is a battery recharge, a 
reassurance that we have not been abandoned. 
 
So, come let us adore him, Christ the Lord, whose spirit dwells among us, and who has plans for 
us …here at St. Mark's and in our hearts and souls.  God working through us to accomplish 
kingdom work in this place, in our day.  God lifting the darkness and heaviness of daily life and 
breathing the indwelling of the Holy Spirit to brighten our days and charge us with the changing 
of our world where we are. 
 
+ Bishop Michael 
 

Paw Prints from St. Mark’s 
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  The sanctuary was alight with the glow of 104 votives this year!!  And for the first ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY:
time, the Sanctus bell was rung at the lighting of each candle.  Some even remembered to bring treasured 
photos of their loved ones to display in the altar area.  What a beautiful time of worship and remembrance 
for all. 

 

   Many faithful helpers served about 60 guests and another dozen volunteers on Saturday, MANNA MEAL:
November 11 at the First United Methodist Church in downtown Ft. Dodge.  Sharon Vogel (Fellowship 
Commission liaison), along with several others, made casseroles, and other volunteers brought bread, milk 
and desserts, as well as their service.  Art Bacon and John Duro called Bingo—all of the abundance of Bingo 
prizes donated were greatly appreciated.  Thank you to all for your support and service. 

 

      

      

     
 

 The THANKSGIVING FOOD INGATHERING FOR THE LORD’S CUPBOARD was a big success!  Many mouths could 

 be fed with everything the St. Mark’s congregation donated.  You are all amazing!
 

   Perhaps the highlight of the year for St. Mark’s came on November 14, the day the ELECTRONIC YARD SIGN:
new sign was installed.  Many hours of donated time have been spent in finally bringing this dream to 
fruition.  Please take your hats off to the Buildings & Grounds Commission, and especially Ed Tjelmeland 
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and Art Bacon, who worked diligently with the City of Fort Dodge on regulations; Bemrich Electric for 
wiring; Nellis Construction for masonry preparation; and, Chesnut Signs to finalize a design and location.  
They should be commended!  Take a look below as things developed: 
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   John Daniel, Diocesan Convention delegate for St. Mark’s, submitted the following CONVENTION REPORT:
report: 

Thursday October 28-29 was the 164
th

 Annual Convention.  This was the third convention I have 

attended.  This convention was more energetic than in years past.  They carried the revival theme 

throughout, especially during the Saturday morning meeting. 
 
The pre-convention workshops on Friday morning had some very practical ideas for commun-

ication and outreach.  Social media can be used invite people, particularly at Christmas and 

Easter.  Facebook is a tool that can help promote events and share photos.  They suggested 

sermons can be offered in print or video. 
 
Social media/Facebook 

1.       Promoting events  

2.       Sharing photos 

3.       Update of new things 

4.       Place to publish sermons 
 
A resource that we can use for guidance and ideas is the website, iowashare.org. Be sure to look 

up the website and see what you think of it. 
 
It was also recommended to provide new guest welcome bags that could include a calendar of 

events, bookmarks, a brief history of St. Mark’s, and some seasonal candy to show that the church 

welcomes everyone. 
 
If possible, maybe we could put some of these things on the agenda for the next Vestry meeting. 

~ John Daniel 
 

 BRIGHTEN OUR BLESSINGS:  The church’s beautiful brass and silver pieces are in need of some attention in 

preparation for the Christmas season and the Altar Guild could use your help on Friday, December 8 at 7:00 
p.m. to clean and polish.  We will meet in Taylor Hall to chat, and have fellowship together while we work 

 together.  We can make short work of this project with the help of many hands, so please join us.
 

 CHRISTMAS DECORATING:  Anyone who would like to lend a hand in decorating the church for Christmas, 

 please come on Wednesday, December 20 at 9:00 AM.  All are encouraged to help.
 

   If you would like a box of offering envelopes for 2018, just initial the sign-up list in OFFERING ENVELOPES:
Taylor Hall.  Envelopes will be ready for pickup on the table outside the sanctuary on December 31, or 
sooner if you come into the office. 

Information Regarding Offering Envelopes:  For those of you who may not be aware, if you sign up to 
receive a set of envelopes… 

a. There is no charge to you for the envelopes. 
b. Although they are dated, you are not required to make a donation every week. 
c. You can put either a check or cash into the envelope.  (Cash contributions can then be credited 

to you and be used as a tax deduction at the end of the year.) 
d. The envelope may be marked on the outside as a donation for a specific purpose; i.e., Rector’s 

Discretionary Fund, the Baby’s Room, etc. 
 

   The last checks of the 2017 fiscal year will be written on December 28, 2017; therefore, YEAR-END FINANCES:
all invoices and requests for payment (with receipts) are due in the church office by 10:00 a.m. on T.  Year-end 
contributions need to be into the office no later than 10:00 a.m. on December 29.  Thank you for making our 
fiscal year transition as smooth as possible.  If you have any questions, call Kris in the office at 576-2019. 
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“WOOLKLIPPINGS” 

FROM GOOD SHEPHERD 
 

 CHURCH OUTREACH has always been important at Good Shepherd.  We regularly budget $1000 out of our 

church budget to share with the wider world and our community.  The full $1000 is available.  Projects in 
the past have been the Ecumenical Human Needs fund, the Angel Back Pack program, the Kiwanis food 
packaging program, clean water in third world countries - pumps, Hospice, the women’s shelter, the prison 
ministry in Fort Dodge, the Heifer project, Bethel Mission, the dioceses of Nzara and Swaziland…just a few 
through the years. 

 
It was suggested at the Iowa Diocesan Convention that donations be made to the Episcopal Fund for World 
Relief, earmarking funds for Puerto Rico.  If you have any projects that particularly speak to you this year, 
please let a Vestry member know before the next Vestry meeting, December 11.  We will be allocating 
funds then.  Just as you give to the church, so the church gives to the wider world and we make the world a 
little better. 

 

 ALL SAINTS SUNDAY was a moving, solemn experience for all present.  

Thanks to Tom McLaughlin who read the names as the bell tolled by Barbara 
Flowerday Golberg.  Thanks to Judy McLaughlin, Lay Eucharistic 
Minister, and Richard Mason who lit the candles.  Thanks to Judy 
McLaughlin, Deb Leksell and Joan Haberman for setting up the altar 
area.  It was beautiful.  Bob Kem spoke eloquently on the saints Triumphant 
(those who have passed), the saints Militant (those present today), the 
saints Expectant (those who have yet to come) and on the Beatitudes, which 
is a summary of all Jesus’ teaching.  And the greatest commandment is 
LOVE!   It was such fun to close with, “I sing a song of the saints of God”, 
ending with “and I mean to be one too!" 

 

 
             All Saints Sunday                                Judy McLaughlin & Bob Kem, Celebrant                          Bob & Richard celebrate a 
 Hawkeye win! 
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 HEALING BIBLE STUDY:  We are excited to announce the sessions being offered in December and facilitated 

by Fr. Bob Kem.  We’ll start with a light supper and then move into the study.  The Holy Spirit moved in our 
Vestry meeting.  Even though we had already decided to open it to the public and promote it on Facebook, 
we decided to place an ad in the paper and create a flyer to be stuffed in bazaar bags.  Barbara is working 
on the front and Debby did the ad on the first page of this newsletter.  So many of us are hurting and in 
need of healing.  We’re feeling vulnerable.  Both Bob and Mary Jane offer healing prayers and anointing of 
oil after every service, as well as pastoral counseling. 

 
Participants are asked to bring a spiral bound notebook and contemporary Bible.  A good one is the New 
Annotated Oxford Bible, but ANY contemporary Bible will work.  If you don’t have one, you can share! 

 

 CHRISTMAS DECORATING:  Even though much of the church will have already been decorated for the bazaar, 

December 2, we finish the tree and place the crèche on the altar after the service on the Sunday before 
Christmas Eve, which is December 17.  We’ll have a tree trimming family party with pizza and give the children 
their Christmas ornaments.  Please come! 

 

 CHRISTMAS EVE service time will be 4:00 PM with carols sung at 3:30 for those who choose to come early.  

Episcopalians have such limited times to sing carols!  God Bless Mary Jane, who offered to provide written 
materials for Advent IV for us to finish the Advent season without attending church in the morning of the 24th.  
We are blessed with wonderful, caring clergy. 

 

 STEWARDSHIP:  Listen to the Spirit…Give from your Heart!”  Listening to Bob Kem preaching about how we 

are stewards of the Lord’s money, just think about that concept. 
 

Why pledge?  To pay our bills!   If our treasurer, Larry Bucknam, knows about what to expect, he can set up 
a budget that we can all vote on and approve.  We can make informed decisions on Mission and Ministry.   

 
You can pledge a financial commitment, you can pledge your time, and you can pledge your talent or 
service.  When we have a full church, we really feel the Holy Spirit among us.  We need you to be there 
more than anything else.  You need to be there to be part of our church community and for your own well-
being. 

 
We have been careful stewards of the operating funds in past budgets.  Our building remodel loan is 
already pre-paid by eight payments.  Our courtyard has become a lovely, sacred space, and soon, we’ll have 
a lovely leaded glass memorial window.  This year, we’ve delighted in our regular clergy presence – Mary 
Jane Oakland, Bob Kem, Lydia Bucklin and Kris Leaman.  We are blessed! 

 
Good Shepherd has been a very real presence in the community life of Webster City in particular with 
outreach donations.  Our building has been used for Ecumenical Human Needs, Girl Scouts, birthday 
parties, weddings and graduations, but most importantly, it is a center of worship and family life. 

 
Please consider prayerfully what you can do to continue the witness and ministry of Good Shepherd.  You 
may mail your pledge to Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd, PO Box 108, Webster City IA 50595 or 
drop it in the offertory plate any Sunday or Saturday night. 

 
Thank you for your joyful presence in our lives! 
Deb Leksell, Senior Warden 

 

 REVIVAL 2018:  MISSION AND MINISTRY  The next step in Revival is Growing Iowa Leaders.  We are CALLED, 

FED AND SENT.  We are to engage in our intentional work of mission and spiritual vitality.  Questions to 
consider:  “where are we as a congregation in this season of our common life?  What would we like to 
receive?  What do we want to offer the wider body of Christ across the Diocese?  How can formation and 
new spiritual practices be tailored to Good Shepherd?” 
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There will be Growing Iowa Leaders weekends.  Sometime in January or February a core team will be 
meeting with leadership at Good Shepherd to determine the focus of the learnings and offerings for the 
scheduled Growing Iowa Leaders weekend May 19 and 20.  You can be involved!  You can be a leader!  You 
may be “called”.  Listen to the heart about what the Holy Spirit is saying to you. 

 
More later!  Stay tuned! 

 

 NEW LEADERSHIP NEEDED!  We need new Vestry members to be 

elected at the annual meeting.  If you feel called to be part of this 
exciting ministry, please let a Vestry member know.  Tom McLaughlin 
and Rhonda Masser generously agreed to another year at the last 
annual meeting even though their terms expired.  Deb Leksell and 
Richard Mason are supposed to go off this year. 

 
It is vitally important for other people to be involved in the decision 
making of the church community.  New energy and fresh ideas make 
us stronger, more resilient and open to  the Holy Spirit for innovation 
and growth.  Please prayerfully consider your witness and your gifts. 
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St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
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Fort Dodge IA 50501 November 2017 
                     & NEWSLETTER 

Good Shepherd Episcopal Church 
1100 Mary Lane 
P.O. Box 108 
Webster City IA 50595 
 

 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
9:00 AM    Sunday Holy Eucharist 
 
Dec 3 Pledge Sunday 
Dec 8 Cleaning & Polishing, 7:00 p.m. 
Dec 13 Vestry Meeting, 6:00 p.m. 
Dec 20 Christmas Decorating of Church, 9:00 a.m. 
Dec 24 4

th
 Advent Service, 9:00 a.m. 

 Lessons & Carols, 6:00 p.m. (Carols at 5:15 p.m.) 
 
Good Shepherd Episcopal Church 
10:45 AM    Sunday Holy Eucharist 
 
Dec 9 Saturday Evening Service, 5:00 p.m. 
Dec 17 Christmas Decorating & Family Party 
   (after morning service) 
Dec 24 Christmas Eve Service, 4:00 p.m. (Carols at 3:30 p.m.) 
 [No morning service at Good Shepherd Dec 24] 
 


