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NEWS 
As I write this, I am looking forward to our joint covenant congregations’ service at Richard and Karen Mason’s 
farm on August 7, 2016.  We will have worship, a shared meal and lots of fun!!  Following our gathering, those 
who are interested are welcome to go to Duncombe for the wedding of Barbara Flowerday.  She is an active 
Good Shepherd member and their stained glass artist. 
 
August 7 is also my Webster City Nursing Homes Sunday.  Members of the ministerial association take turns 
doing services at each of the three nursing homes in Webster City.  Anyone from either congregation who is 
interested in loving on folks, turning a few pages in hymnals, sharing Eucharist and maybe even singing or 
playing music is welcome to join in and enjoy this profound experience.  The presence of the Holy Spirit is 
strong in these gatherings. 
 
In an excellent showing, our two congregations sent seven folks to camp, both youth and adult. Camp 
provides fun, fellowship, and opportunities for spiritual growth and instruction. 
 
St. Mark’s is responsible for the August 27th Manna Meal.  On Sunday, September 25, the vestry is planning a 
fall extravaganza to welcome friends and all who have ties to St. Mark’s to Homecoming Sunday.  The event 
will include special music from Iowa Central.  Make sure to invite friends and offer rides to those who may 

need transport!! 
 
REFLECTIONS 
In order to thrive, congregations often pray for guidance.  Our Morning Prayer service has a specific Collect for 
this purpose:  Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide 
and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we may not forget you, but 

may remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Every congregation has different resources, gifts and missions.  Each congregation is called to discover and 
rediscover what are their gifts and mission. We all know that ways of being church in the world are changing and 
part of the challenge of thriving in the twenty-first century is discovering how to best follow God in our day. 
 
An example, is an Episcopal Church has received national attention for its choices.  In Augusta, Maine, a St. 
Mark’s Episcopal Church has a large campus of old buildings in which members and the community does 
exemplary mission work.  They provide housing for homeless women, food, clothing and essentials pantries, 
and a warming center as well as, a beautiful worship space for their congregation.  They have a small 
endowment, decent stewardship and giving.  Even so, their buildings are aging, weren’t designed for current 
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uses, are not energy efficient and cost quite a bit to maintain.  They realize that possibly within the next 15-20 
years the costs of sustaining these buildings will probably use up all their finances. 
 
So they gathered, and listened to one another about what is most important to them.  They prayed and 

listened to God to hear what scripture and faith called them to do.  Together they agreed that people, their 
mission to people, was most important.  That is, mission to those in their city and in their congregation.  Their 
first focus is to ensure that the ministries housed in their buildings continue and evolve as needed, no matter 
what.  As another experiment, they moved their worship services from the large church that makes their small 
congregation feel tiny, into a homey and welcoming fellowship room. 
 
Next, they put all their current buildings up for sale.  They believe that people are more important than 
buildings.  They are finding ways for the congregation and ministries to thrive without these aging (and east 
coast aging likely means a 100 years older than our buildings).  They have no idea if any or all of these will sell.  
One firm is chomping at the bit to buy and remove stained glass windows and wood carvings. 
 
They don’t know what will be next.  Most of all, they did not just leap off the cliff blindly.  They spent hours 

and even a few years building relationships within their fellowship, and with God.  They experimented and 

worked with other local ministries.  They stripped away societal ideas of success and status, and honed in on 
“how does God want us to work with God in what God is already doing in the world and in our 
neighborhood?”  Then they agreed on first steps, took those, and will continue with careful conscious 
discernment to engage the new possibilities and God’s love. 
 
This is a very scary choice.  What will happen?  Any number of possibilities could be imagined.  For example, 
what if the community decided to raise money to help them tear down some of the old buildings and erect 
new ones better designed for the ministries they support?  Or if all the buildings sold, maybe they will be led 
to start over from scratch. 
 
The resources, challenges, gifts and community of St. Mark’s, Augusta, Maine are very different from either 

Good Shepherd, Webster City or St. Mark’s, Fort Dodge. Yet, in order to thrive as fully alive congregations, the 
best hope is not to just settle into survival mode. That means living together with difficult questions and 
seeking new paths.  After all, again and again life changes, giving us new visions for buildings, people, mission, 
resources and how to be church. 
 
Elaine 

 
 

 

                                                                   
 
 

St. Mark’s Commissions 
 

WORSHIP (Liturgy/Music/Altar) 

The Worship Commission’s responsibility is to consider the 
needs of the congregation in matters of public worship, and to 
advise the Rector (with whom final responsibility rests) as to 
number, nature, and scheduling of services.  This commission 
affords lay people a direct opportunity to participate, assist, 
and enhance the worship of God in the parish. 

Mary Duro, Vestry Liaison 

Phone:  573-3294 

Email:  meduro@icloud.com 
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BUILDINGS & GROUNDS (Property) 

This commission is to oversee and supply manpower for 
repairs, maintenance, improvements, and upkeep of all 
parish-owned buildings, equipment, and grounds.  It will 
also be responsible for the selection and installation of 
permanent memorials. 

Ed Tjelmeland, Vestry Liaison 

Phone:  269-0963 

Email:  edjo84@live.com 

OUTREACH (Human Needs & Baby’s Room) 

This commission provides for the needs of the 
community.  Upper Des Moines Opportunity screens 
individuals and makes request for assistance to the 
committee through the chairperson.  They also supply, 
staff and oversee the Baby’s Room, which provides 
clothing and other necessities for babies under the age of 
two.  Volunteers are needed periodically to change over 
the seasonal clothing, help with annual fund raisers 
(spring and fall Younker’s Community Day sale), and 
making baby blankets. 

Mary Kay Daniel, Vestry Liaison 

Phone:  408-8580 

Email:  marykaydaniel@yahoo.com 

Members: Jim Schreier 

 Anna Bacon 

 Margo Daniel 

 David France 

 Karen Vogel 

FELLOWSHIP (parties, food, & social events) 

The Fellowship Commission is concerned with all activities 
of the parish that bring people together.  This includes 
neighborhood meetings, parish social functions, coffee 
hours, use of parish building and grounds, sick and shut-in 
calling, and evangelism. 

Sharon Vogel, Vestry Liaison 

Phone:  574-9568 

Email:  dsvogel@frontiernet.net 

PASTOR/CONGREGATIONAL CARE 

The Pastor/Congregational Care Commission offers a 
ministry of caring and support to parish members in times 
of need. After training, commission volunteers form Care 
Teams to make home visits, Eucharistic visits, and to 
provide the laying on of hands and anointing for 
parishioners during the Sunday service. Other support 
may include cards, food, and flowers.  Volunteers commit 
themselves to regular prayer on behalf of the parish and 
maintain the parish prayer list. 

Jennifer Zhai, Vestry Liaison  

Phone:  (515) 418-1106 

Email:  jdzhai@live.com 

FINANCE (Foundation/Scholarship) 

The Finance Commission is responsible for year-round 
stewardship education, budget (preparation/monitoring), 
insurance, long-range financial planning, and memorial 
fund supervision. 

It also consists of a committee of three trustees appointed 
by the Vestry from all aspects of church life to screen and 
make recommendations on applications for scholarships, 
as provided by the St. Mark’s Scholarship Trust. 

John Daniel, Vestry Liaison 
Phone:  571-9519 

Email:  danielrx1@frontiernet.net 

 
If you are interested in helping on one or more of these commissions, contact the vestry liaison who heads up 
that particular commission. 
 
 Annual Back to School Bash:  Each year, Upper Des Moines Opportunity hosts a Back to School Bash for low 

income families in Webster County in conjunction with National Night Out.  At this event, pre registered income 
eligible households with children in grades pre-K thru 12 receive backpacks filled with school supplies.   
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Additionally, agencies that provide services to Webster County families are on hand to provide 
information and activities for these families.  Last year, over 700 Webster County children 
received school supplies.  Monetary donations OR school supplies would be greatly appreciated.  
Please contact Mary Kay Daniel if you would like to give a monetary donation or would like her to 
purchase school supplies, or drop them off at St. Mark's in assigned location.  The Back to School 

Bash and National Night Out event is Tuesday, August 2 from 5-7pm at Crossroads Mall. 
 

 Mary Kay Daniel delivered BIRTHDAY BAGS to UDMO (Upper Des Moines Opportunity) on Wednesday, July 13.  
They were greatly appreciated and will definitely put a sparkle in a child's eye!  Thanks to everyone who 
participated in this effort with me!!!  A special thanks to Esther Merrill and Claudia Day for your donation.  If you 
would still like to donate a BIRTHDAY BAG, please Mary Kay know! 

 

 MANNA MEAL Early this Fall:  The usual date for St. Mark’s to take its turn for the fall Manna Meal is the fourth 
Saturday in September, but we have traded dates this year with First Presbyterian.  Start planning for an August 27th 
meal—we’ll need volunteers and Bingo prizes! 
 

 
 

                                                                                                    
 

INVITATION FROM THE MASONS:  Just wanted to remind people that Richard and I will once again be 

hosting a joint service on the farm on August 7 at 11:00 AM.  We will provide hotdogs, hamburgers, 

and bratburgers, as well as condiments and tableware.  Also we will have coffee, lemonade, and 

water. We do have about 25 chairs, but please bring one if you have one and a dish to share. Also if 

people could RSVP to me, Karen Mason at rkmason1931@gmail.com by August 5. Our farm is located 

at 2704 Tunnel Mill Road, Webster City. We are 4½ miles south of Webster City on Beach Street, 

which turns into Tunnel Mill Road.  If you come over on new 20, take the airport exit, then turn 

south (right) then take the first left and stay on that road to the T-intersection. Turn right and go 

south about 3½ miles.  We are the two-story gray house on the east side. 

 Thanks, 
 Karen Mason 
 

 

JOINT CHURCH 
SERVICE & PICNIC 

Sunday, August 7, 2016 
11:00 A.M. 
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“WOOLKLIPPINGS” 
FROM GOOD SHEPHERD 

 
 Angel Backpack Program:  Are there enough people interested in packing weekend back packs for children 

who go home to little food in the house?  We are being asked to do either Tuesday, November 22 or 
Tuesday, December 20.  Packaging is at 6:30PM at Trinity Lutheran and goes pretty quickly.  Contact 
Rhonda Masser, if you are interested. 

 
 Bishop’s Committee News: 
 
 Thank you, Angie Martin-Schwarze, for agreeing to fill out Kelly Ubben’s year on the Vestry.  Thank you, 

Kelly, for the service you have been able to give to your church.  We love you and appreciate you. 
 
 Good Shepherd Vestry has just approved a Facility Usage/Hold Harmless agreement, suggested by the 

Church Insurance Fund.  It is posted on the member side of the website.  The Policy is to protect the church 
mostly for events, such as weddings, parties etc. for non-members and includes a nominal usage fee, clean 
up fee and requires the user purchase insurance for the event.  One insurance company stated the user 
could add this on to their homeowners or rental insurance for as low as $37. 

 
Other suggested steps are: a posted evacuation plan and a video/written inventory in case of disaster or 
theft.  We’re working on them.  A volunteer for the video (could be a cell phone) would be wonderful.  
Contact Deb Leksell if you think you would like to tackle this. 

 
 Two ways of saying the same things:   
 

Good Shepherd Mission vs Parish  Good Shepherd Congregation 
Good Shepherd Bishop’s Committee  Good Shepherd Vestry 

 
Over 20 years ago, a team including our priest, Randy Lyle, and Deb Leksell attended a three-day three-state 
(Iowa, Kansas and Missouri) mission developmental conference in Kansas City.  This lexicon was one of the 
results of our team from Iowa.  Elaine gently contradicted Deb about mission/parish and bishop’s 
committee/vestry.  We are ALL one church, called by the same names.  Some of us are smaller than others, but 
our mission is always the same.  To serve Christ and spread the gospel.  (It’s nice to see decades later that some 
things are changeable.) 

 
 Prayers for Church Family:  Our hearts and prayers go to the Rich family for the recovery of Vincent Rich.  

18 year old Vincent (grandson of Deb and Tom Conley) suffered a brain trauma injury after a car accident.  
They are cautiously optimistic about his recovery, but he is having to re-learn everything. 
  

O God of heavenly powers, by the might of your command you drive away from our bodies all sickness and all 
infirmity: Be present in your goodness with your servant, Vincent, that his weakness may be banished and his strength 
restored; and that, his health being renewed, he may bless your holy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 



 

 Welcoming a New Grandson:  A church gathering was held on July 27 at the home of Deb Leksell to 
welcome John Michael Sparks and his family to Iowa.  It was lovely to get together and just visit with one 
another. 

 

 
Liz, Noelle and John Michael 

 
 Building Issues 
 
 A 60-year-old building will have issues and we had a couple in July.  One of the bathroom sinks had a 

drainage problem.  When the trap was removed, the pipes literally crumbled.  So a couple of days with 
the plumber replacing galvanized pipe with PVC and changing out faucets, has left a hole in the side wall 
of one of the bathrooms.  Over the years, we have talked about making one of the bathrooms 
handicapped accessible.  This may be in our future sooner than we thought. 

 
 Outside trees:  The wind storm literally split one of the trees closest to the street in half.  The city has 

agreed to take down that tree and trim up the other one.  But probably, they both just need to come 
down.  We’ll be negotiating on that one. 

 
 Courtyard design:  It is lovely to have our friend, the Good Shepherd, looking in the new clear windows 

in the sanctuary.  A stunning plan of pavers, maybe a bench, low maintenance colorful flowering 
perennials, ornamental grasses and shrubs has been designed by Teri Cornett to really set up the Good 
Shepherd and create an outdoor space.  The Vestry gave Teri the “go” to find the right pavers.  We will 
probably try to utilize the strengths of the Webster City wrestling team again. 

 
 West side plantings:  Teri also suggested Hicks yews and euonymus shrubs for the west side of the 

church. 
 
 Thinking about the front blank wall too… 

 
 We are blessed with creative talent in so many ways!  Thank you, Teri! 

 
 Diocesan Summer Camp 

 Preparing for Camp:  Since Good Shepherd has set up a scholarship fund for children to go to Diocesan 
Christian Education Formation events, such as the EPIC camp, Happenings and New Directions, the children 
are committed to help with the fund.  Ayden, Aaron and Brianna came to church on one of the Lunch with 
Elaine brown bag lunch days to make communion bread and special grain bread to sell.  Several loaves are in 
the church freezer.  Help yourself and leave a donation.  The money goes into the scholarship fund. 

                          
                                                                                       Ayden shows a special 
                                                                                       knack for baking bread! 

 



 

 Four campers left for EPIC camp Monday afternoon.  Some, excited to see old friends from Happening, 
Noelle and Brianna and some new to camp campers, Khaiana and Ayden.  God Bless Kelly Ubben for 
offering to transport them to and from Monticello.  Brief email from Elaine, adult leader, to say it’s been 
wonderful! 

 

 
 
 Teaching Volunteers Needed:  We need church school teachers for the Kindergarten thru 6th grade class.  

Church school will begin on Sunday, September 18.  The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in the kitchen.  
You can always share a month if you are not available for an entire month.  Contact Deb Leksell or Joan 
Haberman if you have any questions. 

 
 And next month…  Plan on coming and bringing friends to our Saturday night service on September 10.  

We’re going to have a special night of fun events.  Calendar the date! 
 

 


