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The Joint Newsletter of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Fort Dodge, Iowa 
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Bishop Michael Last, Intentional Interim Rector for St. Mark’s:  lastm46@gmail.com 
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St. Mark’s Web Site: www.stmarksfdia.org   Good Shepherd’s Website: www.goodshepherdwcia.org 
 

 

 
 

Fun, Learning and Worship for the Whole Family! 

For the past 30 years Episcopalians in Iowa have gathered for a weekend in the summer to learn 

church leadership skills, explore personal spirituality or just find Sabbath time. Praying The Daily 

Offices together sets a rhythm and tone for the weekend that culminates in Eucharist on Sunday 

morning with The Bishop officiating. 7‐8 hours are set aside for “track time” to get in‐depth 

study in one track topic of your choice. Morning and Evening social time, meals and this year’s 

“Gathering Session” is time with folks that aren’t in your track. 

As the event has grown, we’ve expanded to include the entire family... offering chaperoned lock‐

in programs for youth and FREE childcare in the JRC for kids entering grade 3 and younger. 

Grinnell College offers air conditioned dorm living across the field from the JRC building where all 

meals, social time, track classrooms and worship take place. We even provide golf cart 

transportation between dorms and the JRC! Meals are all buffet style and are delicious even for 

picky eaters! 

This year’s Co‐Coordinators are The Rev. Ruth Ratliff and The Rev. Jeanie Smith. Contact them 

at smsr@iowaepiscopal.org with questions or to apply for a scholarship. Questions about 

registration and logistics to Elizabeth Adams: eadams@iowaepiscopal.org or 515‐277‐6165 

 

REGISTER BY MAY 10, 2019 TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF SPECIAL SAVINGS 

Paw Prints & WoolKlippings 

http://www.goodshepherdwcia.org/
mailto:smsr@iowaepiscopal.org
mailto:eadams@iowaepiscopal.org
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NORTH 

CENTRAL 

CHAPTER 
 
WHO:  Leadership of all six churches in the 
North Central Chapter (expressly St. Mark’s 

and Good Shepherd churches), to include 
clergy (active & retired), vestries, convention 

delegates, youth and young adult ministry 
leadership, church employees, and lay 
leadership in all areas of the congregation’s 

ministry 
 

WHEN:  Saturday, April 27 from 10:00 

AM to 12:00 PM.  Lunch served following 
the meeting. 
 

WHERE:  St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Fort 
Dodge. 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
 

 
 

 

Be on the lookout for info on 
the North Central Chapter 
“Engaging All Disciples” Day 
to include the group of Good 
Shepherd, Webster City; St. 
John’s, Algona; and, St. 
Mark’s, Fort Dodge. 
 
It is scheduled to be held 
12:00-4:00 p.m. Sunday, 
September 29 at St. Mark’s. 
 
Watch for details!! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=_DW6sOQD3Ul-zM&tbnid=iv2vo-L7BizAiM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://phsibsupport.org/ibsf/great-expectation-scholarship/&ei=gCphU_mUNsOdyQGutoFo&bvm=bv.65636070,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNFz-4jZPZRB98SNpx-nBlbs1RY8vw&ust=1398961910942028
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001DRKIAb4Q4uvqHm3u32LACFMIM8n3Iuixc7cICit_m-W5n9NCviKCNQ4qa82JpkVRRAQPO1sP2ffGxApRwDBBqePocvcEUdxs0HGGYQeW7m6nEGWXGBKwg3pwj67iZTp-055hTytqgcaDBJXr4-xAbVkd9CSrhBEMo6Me5xakg395jZ6Lknsr1VxkuJuqJZIL4IaD1Vjj5s31CWX-v9zV24q6P-0lv_p_M845n0V_pkk=&c=zwelYlHung749gmTs14knE7_JWEqXoW5x4KDKF3OoQIADGllBDbDzA==&ch=CmKrd443HVDAZoxTw_cX-RO9n3xODhzwm_TAIFWDPGg6eGdi6MZbWg==
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April 14 ~ Palm Sunday 
St. Mark’s ~ 10:00 a.m. 

Good Shepherd ~ 10:30 a.m. 

 

 

April 18 ~ Maundy Thursday 

The Liturgy of Maundy Thursday 

Good Shepherd ~ 5:00 p.m. 

St. Mark’s ~ 6:30 p.m. 
                     (5:30 p.m. Agape Meal) 

 

 

April 19 ~ Good Friday 
Stations of the Cross at St. Mark’s ~ NOON 

The Liturgy of Good Friday 

Good Shepherd ~ 5:00 p.m. 

 

 

April 21 ~ Easter Day 
The Holy Eucharist 

St. Mark’s ~ 10:00 a.m. 
  (11:30 a.m. Easter Dinner) 

Good Shepherd – 10:30 a.m. 
  (9:30 a.m. Easter Coffee) 

 
We are looking for volunteers for reading parts of the Passion Gospel on 
Palm Sunday, and for the foot washing on Maundy Thursday.  Please let 
Bishop Michael or the office know if you can participate.  

https://ckcocatholics.org/holy-week-blessings-banner/
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What a busy month of March for St. Mark’s!! 
 
   The St. Mark’s team served over 200 people at the annual pancake SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER:

supper!!  Ticket sales made it possible to donate $1,300 to help out with operations at The Lotus Project, 
the new women and children’s shelter in Fort Dodge!  Many thanks to Wayne and Michelle Ely, who came 
in the morning after returning from vacation to spend the entire day frying sausage, mixing batter, and 
other preparations in the kitchen.  Our new-this-year chefs Tom Kramer and Ron Thoma worked hard 
keeping up with cooking pancakes, and many, many blessings on all those who helped with taking money, 
passing out beads, serving, cleaning up, and all the in-between things required to accomplish this “feast 
before the fast” evening. 

                    
 

                        
 

 

Paw Prints from St. Mark’s 

https://www.business2community.com/consumer-marketing/5-tips-tackling-marketings-busiest-time-year-01066525
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   On Sunday afternoon March 10, twelve of the St. Mark’s troopers gathered to PIZZA & PAINTING PARTY:
paint two rooms in the basement area of the church.  As Senior Warden Mary Kay Daniel said, “We had a 
great time!  And we were having pizza and fellowship by 5pm!  It was perfect!” 

              

           

   Much fun and feasting has been had on the Wednesday nights of Lent so LENTEN DRAMA & SOUP SUPPERS:
far this year and more is expected to come!  Bishop Michael has been directing two-person, 10-minute dramas 
in the sanctuary following soup and fellowship in Taylor Hall.  Take a look at photos from the first three weeks: 

                                              
 Enjoying the Meal Together Tom Kramer & Jennifer Zhai in “The Gatekeeper” 
 

            
 Celeste Rice and Denny Simon (on guitar) in “The Poet” Another great soup & sides 
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                                       AND 

 

    
 Many smiles after a full stomach Sharon Vogel speaks to Laura Thilges in “The Teacher” 

 

 HELP PREPARE FOR PALM SUNDAY AND EASTER.  The Altar Guild 

(along with volunteer parishioners) will be gathering in Taylor Hall on 
Friday, April 12 at 7:00 p.m. to clean and polish brass in preparation 
for Easter, and to make palm crosses for Palm Sunday.  We will need 
several more volunteers this year since both Mary Duro and Margo 
Daniel (on Altar Guild) will be out of town.  Constructing palm crosses 
is a project that requires many hands, and it’s a fun time of fellowship, 

so please join us!  Call either Anna Bacon (571-7658) or Sharon Vogel (574-9568) with any questions. 
 

 EASTER LILIES:  If you would like to donate lilies for Easter, please fill out a form (hall table) and put it in the 

offering plate with a check/cash, drop it by the office, or call during the week.  Plants are $11 for small, and 
$15 for large.  All orders are due in the church office by Monday, April 15. 

 

 MAUNDY THURSDAY AGAPE MEAL:  On Maundy Thursday, April 18 at 5:30pm before the Foot Washing/Holy 

Eucharist, there will be a simple buffet with foods similar to those Jesus would have shared with his disciples 
at the Last Supper; such as, humus, crackers, cheeses, grapes, figs, non-leavened bread or cracker bread, 
olives, nuts, etc. 

 
Please sign up in Taylor Hall for a food item to contribute and join your brothers and sisters in Christ for a 
very holy time of fellowship, and then stay for the Maundy Thursday church service following. 

 

 GOOD FRIDAY PRAYER VIGIL:  On Good Friday, April 19, we will conduct a Prayer Vigil before the altar during 

the hours that Jesus hung on the cross.  Special prayers for the sick and those in need are used as 
intercessions, as well as prayers for the Search Committee, prayers for the Vestry, and prayer for a new 
Rector., in addition to the reading of scripture and The Psalms. 

 
We would like to have three people to pray during each hour interval from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. (break for 
Good Friday church service).  Sign up for an hour (or more) to honor Christ’s time of suffering for our sins—
your heart will be blessed as you spend time with other parishioners in this holy time of prayer. 

 

 EASTER DINNER & FAREWELL TO BISHOP MICHAEL:  EVERYONE is invited again this 

year to a potluck meal on Easter Sunday, April 21 at 11:30am in Taylor Hall.  The 
meat and side dishes will be provided by the church, with attenders to bring a salad 
or dessert.  Add your name to  the sign-up sheet in Taylor Hall with the number 
who will be attending.  This will be Bishop Michael’s last Sunday to be with us as 
Intentional Interim Rector, so be sure to be here to wish him farewell and God’s 
blessings. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://haiku.bloggang.com/&ei=3GaUVJiGFc2TyASWpICgAw&bvm=bv.82001339,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNHAa2pwbzVb7tQThYrFznbtfRRujQ&ust=1419094842597059
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What joy, zest and enthusiasm Mary Kay Daniel brings to whatever 

task she takes on.  She has served as Senior Warden on the vestry for 

the past three years, and on the vestry itself for six years.  That in 

itself is an accomplishment! 

Mary Kay is always looking for ways to promote St. Mark’s and is 

willing to do whatever she can to make it happen.  She has always 

been a member of St. Mark’s and has experienced its many changes.  

She’s very much a part of what is happening right now! 

Through her business, Mary Kay’s Gifts, she is deeply involved with 

the Fort Dodge community, as well as being physically active in many 

area events. 

St. Mark’s is grateful for this lady, and is blessed by her generous 

spirit, her creativeness, and all the brightness that she brings to our 

church.  

                                 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 
 
 PALM SUNDAY: 10:00 AM – CHURCH SERVICE 
 
 MAUNDY THURSDAY: 5:30 PM – AGAPE MEAL 
  6:30 PM – CHURCH SERVICE 
 
 GOOD FRIDAY: 9:00 AM-3:00 PM – PRAYER VIGIL 
  12:00 NOON – STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
 
 EASTER SUNDAY: 10:00 AM – CHURCH SERVICE 
  11:30 AM – EASTER DINNER &  
               FAREWELL TO BISHOP MICHAEL 
 

http://www.google.com/imgres?um=1&hl=en&tbo=d&biw=1486&bih=545&tbm=isch&tbnid=3xLLeUR8KGx5eM:&imgrefurl=http://www.clker.com/clipart-blue-swirl-divider.html&docid=cVcAKcR7SU79SM&imgurl=http://www.clker.com/cliparts/K/Z/8/m/F/U/blue-swirl-divider.svg&w=1024&h=768&ei=vHyiUPn8DPKgyAGC6oCIDQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=16&vpy=211&dur=3557&hovh=194&hovw=259&tx=148&ty=73&sig=106644755909970569404&page=1&tbnh=161&tbnw=255&start=0&ndsp=15&ved=1t:429,r:8,s:0,i:99
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On Easter Sunday, St. Mark’s will send Bishop Michael off on his next mission 
with many thanks for his leadership and love.  We will miss him greatly—his 
kindness, patience, gentle prodding, and his always-ready smile. 
 
Those of you who have been regular listeners of Bishop Michael’s weekly 
program, “A Place Away,” on KVFD 1400 Sunday's at 7:00am may have heard 
the broadcast of his message on love, which included his thoughts on his 
service at St. Mark’s over the past two years. 
 
We thought it fitting that the written transcript from that broadcast be put 
down on paper here for the parishioners to see.  Following is what he wrote: 
 

“Welcome to A Place Away, a program of music, reflection, and readings of faith. 
 
I have fallen in love, this is not the first time, and I hope to God it will not be the last.  And with any love, it 
comes with its vulnerabilities, but also the potential for extraordinary joys.  Love is like that.  As in any 
relationship, there are times of peace and joy as well as unsettledness…and yes, even despair.  With love, 
there evolves a patience and willingness to go the extra mile, to offer our vulnerability, knowing hurt is 
inevitable, but also knowing forgiveness and reconciliation are possible, and thanks be to God, likely. 
 
I have fallen in love…perhaps calling it empathy with those hurting, vulnerable, those whose lives have 
encountered bitterness, betrayal, loneliness.  This love has been shaped in some degree from my own 
experience with the same.  I say this because if we are honest with one another, disloyalty, infidelity, duplicity 
are not always experiences weighed upon us from others, but may be something we recognize within 
ourselves.  As one who has spent a considerable share of life serving in parish ministry, a decade here, several 
years there, you encounter a rich variety of peoples whose stations and circumstances in life are wide-
ranging…poor and rich, those full of promise, and not …those bitter, and those who are sweet, gentle, 
thoughtful, souls.  And on the other hand, those carrying bitterness, and still others, those gracious…and in the 
graciousness have proven to be vulnerable.  I am reminded of Ruth, as in the book of Ruth in the Old 
Testament, and her mother-in-law Naomi.  Ruth, finding herself a widow upon the death of Naomi’s son 
(Ruth’s husband).  Ruth was urged by mother-in-law Naomi to move on, perhaps finding another to marry.  
But Ruth, seeing the vulnerability of her mother-in-law Naomi, and Naomi seeing the vulnerability of her 
daughter-in-law, Ruth, said, 
 
‘Do not press me to leave you 

   or to turn back from following you! 

Where you go, I will go; 

   where you lodge, I will lodge; 

your people shall be my people, 

   and your God my God.  

Where you die, I will die— 

   there will I be buried. 

May the LORD do thus and so to me, 

   and more as well, 

if even death parts me from you!’  

When Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no more to her. 

 
What sweet love between mother-in-law and daughter-in-law. 
 
I serve in “retirement” as an intentional interim priest in a congregation where there have been some 
significant concerns.  It’s hard to know if the challenges were personality driven, or simply a decline in 
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membership caused by tension and fear…especially the fear of diminishing capacity; i.e., the ability to sustain 
the oldest church in the city.  Early on in my service, it seemed there were subtle tensions, a guardedness, a 
restrained anxiousness…the recognition of a vulnerability that if things didn’t improve, it might only be a 
matter of time before it would be impossible to sustain a ministry now well over 100 years.  It was my task as 
one trained to work in such settings to initiate a chemistry change from that of apprehension and 
discouragement, to press for self-examination, and to offer a systems change that would restore hope, laying 
a foundation for yet another generation of church members. 
 
By mutually laying a foundation for change, through comprehensive broad-based planning, celebrating goals 
achieved, and not blaming for matters that didn’t go as well as hoped, an atmosphere change has gone a long 
way from blaming and finger pointing, and a welcome to many new members who have come to us in recent 
months, significantly increasing attendance and worker bees.  This has produced a climate change, gradually 
transforming a broken self-image into a positive one.  Hungry for hands and feet to carry the congregation’s 
ministry into the future, the congregation has grown to cherish those who have come to us…accepting people 
as they are, rich and poor, capable and less capable.  And with that, there has been born a confidence by all, 
that all are welcome in this place called God’s house.  The beauty I have seen unfolding is that within the body 
of Christ helpers become healers, and by the power of affirmation, people are led to trust in themselves.  
Those once shy about expressing themselves, or offering to invest themselves in the congregation’s ministry 
are led to trust in themselves, discovering their own beauty and riches.  And from that I have discovered 
therein lies a corporate love that is stunningly beautiful. 
 
I think of any number of those who have been drawn to the parish I’m serving.  Well to do, cross generational, 
average folk, those well-educated, professionals, community leaders, racially diverse, gay or lesbian, others 
from nearby shelters…a rainbow of diversity.  On occasion, we have sat together and shared our deepest 
thoughts…permitted to be ourselves and being affirmed that we are loved and lovable…that each of us has 
gifts that we can offer each other, that no matter how humble our lives, they have meaning, and that before 
our very eyes, those once reticent to share, learn from others that they have gifts, that they are welcome, 
their lives have meaning, wisdom, to be shared perhaps among a people that only months ago would have 
thought we had nothing to hold in common…a part of that wonderful chemistry of God’s making, evoking 
peace, compassion, solidarity that only months ago would not have seemed likely. 
 
It seems to me that there is a great example of how this all works.  Writes John Vanier, “Does not a child give 
life to its mother, just as much as the mother gives life to her child?  The child calls forth here maternity, helps 
her to discover her secret beauty, her capacity to soothe, to give peace and her gift to call forth trust and 
growth.” 
 
In a life filled and built on the expectations of others, we become “tied in knots” in a 
world of competition and rivalry.  And if we are not successful, it’s easy to fall into the 
trap of feeling left behind, incapable of fulfillment, easily falling into a world of 
sadness, perhaps sulking, depression, or whatever vices that promise falsely to 
compensate for one’s perceived shortfalls.  That is why I said at the outset of today’s 
program that I am falling in love.  I am, because I am seeing among my people a 
transformation, a joyfulness among the emerging friendships and comradery of a 
people who previously seemed bound by a narrow criteria for those understood to be 
their brothers and sisters in Christ.  How can I not love them?  The joy in being their 
shepherd, being a part of the great awakening, among a growingly diverse people, is 
perhaps nothing less than the living presence of God before my very eyes.” 
 

 



 

 

 

 

“WOOLKLIPPINGS” 
FROM GOOD SHEPHERD 

 

 EASTER MORNING COFFEE:  We'll be having an Easter coffee 
before church on Easter Sunday starting at 9:30am. All are 
invited! 
 
 
 

 

 LENT SERVICES:  Stations of the Cross/Compline will continue Wednesday 
evenings at 6pm until Easter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 
 
 PALM SUNDAY: 10:30 AM – HOLY EUCHARIST 
 
 MAUNDY THURSDAY: 5:00 PM –HOLY EUCHARIST 
 
 GOOD FRIDAY: 3:30 – 5:00 PM – PRAYER VIGIL 
  5:00 PM – HOLY EUCHARIST AND  
  STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
 
 EASTER SUNDAY: 9:30 AM – COFFEE 
  10:30 AM – HOLY EUCHARIST 
 

https://requestreduce.org/image/easter-worship-with-us-clipart/51830.html


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
1007 First Avenue South 
Fort Dodge IA 50501 April 2019 
                     & NEWSLETTER 

Good Shepherd Episcopal Church 
1100 Mary Lane 
P.O. Box 108 
Webster City IA 50595 
 

 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
10:00 AM    Sunday Holy Eucharist 
 
Apr 10 Bible Study, 5:45 p.m. 
Apr 17 Vestry Meeting 6:00 p.m. 
Apr 18 Agape Meal, 5:30 p.m. 
 Maundy Thursday Service, 6:30 p.m. 
Apr 19 Good Friday Prayer Vigil, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 Stations of the Cross, NOON 
Apr 21 Easter Service, 10:00 a.m. 
 Easter Dinner, 11:30 a.m. 
 
Good Shepherd Episcopal Church 
10:30 AM    Sunday Holy Eucharist 
 
Apr 10 Stations of the Cross/Compline, 6:00 p.m. 
Apr 17 Stations of the Cross/Compline, 6:00 p.m. 
Apr 18 Maundy Thursday Service, 5:00 p.m. 
Apr 19 Good Friday Prayer Vigil, 3:30 to 5:00 p.m. 
 Good Friday Service w/ Stations of the Cross, 5:00 p.m. 
Apr 21 Easter Coffee, 9:30 a.m. 
 Easter Service, 10:30 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


