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Presiding Bishop Curry’s 

Easter Message 2018 
 
There’s a passage in the 27th chapter of Matthew’s 
Gospel where religious leaders, political leaders, 
come together once again after Jesus has been 
crucified and executed, after he had even been buried 
in the tomb.  Once again, they come together to seal 
the tomb to make sure that not even a rumor of his 
resurrection will happen.  And this is what some of 
them say, “Therefore, command the tomb to be made 
secure until the third day; otherwise, his disciples 
may go and steal him away and tell the people that he 
has been raised from the dead, and the last deception 
will be worse than the first.” 
 
It is easy to overlook, and sometimes convenient to 
forget that Jesus was executed; Jesus was crucified by 
an unholy alliance of religion, politics, and economic 
self-interests, politics represented in Pontius Pilate, 
governor of the Roman Empire, representative of that 
very empire and all of its brutal power.  King Herod, 
who heard Jesus at one of the trials, representative of 
the Herodians and economic self-interests at the time; 
the chief priests, representative of religious aristocracy, 
who had a vested interest in the status quo.  These 
three powers came together—economic, religious, and 
political—to crucify one who taught “Love the Lord, 
your God, love your neighbor,” and actually live that 
way. 
 
The truth is the message of Jesus was unsettling to 
the world then as it is unsettling to the world now.  
And yet, that very message is the only source of hope 
and life for the way of the cross, the way of unselfish 
living, the way of sacrificial living, seeking the good, 
the welfare of the other before one’s own unenlight-
ened self-interest.  That way of the cross is the way of 
love.  That is the nature of love.  That way is the only 
hope for the entire human family.  The reality is the 
way of Jesus was a threat to the way the world is, 
and hope for the way the world can and will be. 
 
But on that third day, after the crucifixion, when by 
the titanic power of God, by the power of the love of  

God, Jesus was raised from the dead.  God sent a 
message and declared that death does not have the 
last word, hatred does not have the last word, vio-
lence does not have the last word, bigotry does not 
have the last word; sin, evil do not have the last word.  
The last word is God and God is love. 
 
On our pilgrimage here, we stopped and spent two 
days in Jordan, and in Amman, Jordan, we were able 
to spend some sacred and blessed and painful time 
with Iraqi Christians.  These are Christians, many of 
whom are Anglican, Christians who have fled their 
country in Iraq because of war and violence and 
hatred and desecration.  They have given up every-
thing, refusing to renounce their faith in Jesus Christ.  
And there in Jordan, with the help of the Anglican 
Church there, and many other relief agencies, they are 
at least safe, hoping to find safe and permanent homes 
in other countries. 
 
In the course of our conversations and listening to 
them, at one point I found myself quoting a hymn from 
a song that many a folk have heard around Easter, 
certainly in our country, and I didn’t expect a response.  
You probably know how it goes:  Because he lives 
(referring to Jesus and his resurrection), because he 
lives I can face tomorrow.  When I quoted that song, 
those who have lost their homes, people who have lost 
everything except their life itself, those who have lost 
loved ones, actually responded to the words of that 
song.  When I said, “Because He lives, I can face 
tomorrow”, when I said, “Jesus is alive.  He’s been 
raised from the dead”, I saw them lift up their heads 
and respond with the words “Amen.  Halleluiah.” 
 
My brothers and sisters, evil could not stop him, death 
could not stop him, violence could not stop him for 
the love of God, the heart of God, the reality of God is 
stronger than anything else, and Jesus really rose from 
the dead on that first resurrection morning. 
 
God love you.  God bless you.  And may this Easter 
season be the first day of the rest of our lives.  Amen. 
 
The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry 
Presiding Bishop & Primate, The Episcopal Church 

Paw Prints & WoolKlippings 
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                                 Time flies and with the coming of Easter I will have been among you for a 
year.  In conversation with Art Bacon, chairman of the Search Committee, I 
expressed an openness to extend beyond my original intent to be among you 
for a year to extend my service for at least an additional two months.  My 

intent is to enjoy summer months at our lake home, if possible, before 
considering the possibility of reengaging in an intentional interim 
assignment again. 
 

I’m sensing we have had a good chapter of ministry in recent weeks and months.  The depth of 
our Lenten studies has been positive (hosting 12 participants at times); the new sign board is 
beginning to be more productive; we have several new households attending worship; our new 
servers are being assimilated into regular service; plans are underway to refurbish this room; 
and, conversation has begun about work to refresh Taylor Hall.  Today we received confirmation 
of a baptism, “Bernard” Sharon Vogel’s grandson, child of Karen and David France, which will 
take place on Easter Sunday. 
 

 
Lenten Study on Wednesday Evenings 

 
We held a Service of Lament on March 21 at the request of Bishop Scarfe, inviting the 
community to share in this experience with us.  It was a service memorializing those whose lives 
were taken by gunshot at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School, Parkland Florida.  Mary Kay 
Daniel and Mary Duro helped to tend to details of the service. 
 
We seem to be on the map of those looking for assistance.  In the past month we have had six 
requests for assistance.  The contributions by the congregation that are channeled to the 
Rector’s Discretionary Fund make it possible to respond to those requests. 
 
Pastoral Care to shut-ins continues to play a significant role in my work among you. 
 
+ Bishop Michael 
Intentional Interim Rector 
 

Paw Prints from St. Mark’s 
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   In response to the donation made to our Ecumenical Youth Center here in ICKY’S KIDS ARE GRATEFUL:
Fort Dodge, the kids, helper, and Director Caleb Carlson posed for a special picture for St. Mark’s: 

 

  
   A few members from Good Shepherd joined those from St. Mark’s on Friday PALMS & PARTNERSHIP:

evening, March 23 to lend a hand in making palm crosses for Palm Sunday.  Thanks to all who came and 
shared in this craft, as well as all who helped with polishing St. Mark’s brass and silver serving items. 

 

    
 

COME HAVE EASTER DINNER at St. Mark's.  We are again planning on having Easter 

Dinner together on April 1 at 11:30AM.  The Vogel family will provide the meat and 
mashed potatoes in honor of Bernie’s baptism, and we will potluck the vegetables, 
salads, and desserts.  It would be helpful if you would RSVP your attendance OR sign 
up in Taylor Hall that you are attending and just which family favorite Easter Dinner 
specialty you might be bringing. 
 

All are invited and if a package of dinner rolls (or nothing whatever) is all you have energy to provide you are 
more than welcome, because that is the exact purpose of having Easter Dinner together.  For all of us with 
family far away, a work schedule right up to the last minute, or no energy to put on a spread at home, join us 
for a festive and favorite start to spring.  Our Easter Dinner numbers continue to increase, and we have a 
wonderful day visiting with friends.  Questions?  Just ask Sharon Vogel.  We'll come up with an answer.  515-
574-9568 (Sharon's cell) 

 

 LENTEN SOUP SUPPER & STUDY:  Several of us have been enjoying a light supper in Taylor Hall starting at 

5:45p.m. Wednesdays, followed by a study in the Community Room (see picture above).  We haven’t 
reached the end of our book, Walking Home by Margaret Guenther, and will continue on after Easter each 
week until we finish with it.  Provided Bishop Michael doesn’t get selected to serve on a jury, our next 
meeting will be April 4, same time, same place. 
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   Great response to the sign-up to serve on a St. Mark’s commission or COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEES:
committee!!  Look for lists to come out soon and we hope to see some meetings for committee members 
scheduled for the near future. 

 
   In a response to a suggestion from one of the groups at the Core Leaders Retreat MORE HELP FOR YOUTH:

last August, the vestry approved the cost of $150 to $250 for sponsoring a banner in the gym at the Fort 
Dodge Rec Center.  The cost goes toward payment of membership dues for children without funds.  With 
the joint efforts of Jennifer Zhai, Sharon Vogel, and Mary Kay Daniel, the banner was finally hung this past 
Wednesday in the gym next to many other sponsors. 

 

 
 

  This is the second year for St. Mark’s to experience an agape meal prior to the SOMBER MAUNDY THURSDAY:
Maundy Thursday service, a very simple meal with foods similar to what Jesus would have eaten at the Last 
Supper with his disciples.  And then, by example of Jesus at that meal, many parishioners came forward at the 
church service for the foot washing. 
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“WOOLKLIPPINGS” 

FROM GOOD SHEPHERD 
 
 VESTRY RETREAT:  After attending the Diocesan strategic planning session, the Vestry enjoyed a retreat on 

March 21 at Deb Leksell’s house. We focused on the following questions: 
What are 3 hopes for your congregation in the next 5-10 years? 

The “Growing Iowa Leaders” strategic planning 
session at Good Shepherd was well attended by 
St. Mark’s and Good Shepherd folks on March 
18.  Bishop Scarfe and Lydia Bucklin joined us 
and helped us discern the focus of our churches 
for upcoming May 19th meeting. 
 
The two churches felt we wanted to focus on 
growth:  How do we invite the “stranger”?  How 
do we engage the wanderers?  How do we meet 
the needs of these people in a meaningful way?  
Also, we wanted to focus on engaging the youth 
in the church.  Finally, we wanted to figure out 
ways to get our message out—that we have 
open communion and are an inclusive church 
community.  The Diocese will provide topnotch 
speakers and leaders to engage us in 
presentations and workshops tailored to our 
needs.  They are even going to throw in lunch! 
 
So plan on Saturday, May 19 at Good 
Shepherd from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM.  This is 
a unique opportunity to be called, to be fed and 
to be sent! 

https://goo.gl/forms/s2Hpxqquk0H3d8wG3
https://pngtree.com/freepng/red-hand-painted-flower-vine-divider-line_3216060.html
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more people but keep the small church vibe; grow a younger population that learn about service; more 
youth events; continue enhancing the building and site; it’s a good thing to be an Episcopalian (how do you 
market that?); keeping traditional rites and Episcopal identity while being relevant 
 
Where do you experience the most life/joy in your congregation? 
every time I walk through the door;  being away from my professional role - coming home; time before 
church being in church community; children involved; youth activities; good music; church events; coming 
together in community 
 
What are the issues/activities in the wider community where you have experienced energy and/or 
excitement from people in the congregation? 
peer helper; food coupons; providing personal hygiene products to schools children, underwear/socks; 
homeless shelter; crockpot meals for families (learning how); backpack program; ecumenical food 
packaging at Thanksgiving; ecumenical human needs committee using out church and resources; food 
pantry; kids have a chance for service; Heifer project; Meals on Wheels; Soup/bazaar 
 
Thinking as a congregation, at what crossroads do you find yourself in your ministry as a congregation in 
your community?  What paths can you define at this time? 
living out of town creates barriers for some people; easier to check out; building needs vs ministry needs; 
being able to be more involved in the regional and diocesan ministry; although we are not a church in crisis, 
we miss the younger vibe and the synergy from it; we are a well-known church in the community but how do 
we translate that into growth; focus on social media. 
 
Thinking about recent experiences in the congregation, where have you noticed people expressing an 
interest in building a skill or gaining more knowledge? 
prayer; bible study 
 
As the congregation continues to respond to needs in the community, what skills do you seek? 
(didn’t get to this one) 
 
All people of Good Shepherd are asked to focus on these questions and make them personal.  What would 
you bring to the table on these subjects?  The retreat itself was a good time to get to know one another 
better and to define where we see the future of Good Shepherd unfolding - as always, with the Holy Spirit! 

 

 INTENTIONAL PRAYER FOR GOOD SHEPHERD:  The Vestry approved this prayer for our faith statement.  This is a 

living, breathing prayer that will be in the service bulletins and deliberately prayed each week as a community.  
You are also encouraged to pray this prayer at home. 

 
Loving God, 
Hold all the earth in your goodness, 
And make us ministers of your gospel.  
We are called to love those in need: 
Let us love in truth and action.  
We are called to be people of peace: 
Let us love one another.   
We are called to be people of healing: 
Loving God, healer of brokenness, 
Make us bold to share your light with others.  
Let us love not only God, but our brothers and sisters, also. 
We pray that you send us the ones with whom we may share your grace, 
And who will share God’s grace with us.  
May we abide in God’s love.  
May God’s love abide in us. 

 
Adaptations from Daily Prayer for All Seasons  
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 COMING SOON!  Start hoarding!  The Garage/Rummage Sale committee will be announcing the date of the 

sale for this summer.  Now is the time to clean closets, basements, cupboards, garages.  Ask your friends to 
be friends of Good Shepherd and contribute to this worthwhile cause. 

 
 CHURCH OUTREACH:  An anonymous donor has gifted Good Shepherd with outreach monies to be given to 

families in need.  This very special person trusts us to gift the donation not by name, but by witness in 
ministry.  The vestry has decided to gift these funds quarterly.  Two families benefited with a little extra 
cash at Christmas.  This quarter, a high school student will receive her graduation cap and gown rental fee 
paid and another family will receive a gas card to help meet expenses for travel to and from a rehabilitation 
center for a family member. 

 
These funds are not strictly Good Shepherd’s outreach funds; an additional $1000 is budgeted for outreach 
in our community and the world.  These may be allocated as needed during the year or at the end of the 
year.  Past projects were local families in crisis, ecumenical human needs, back pack program, and the 
Episcopal Relief and Development fund for Puerto Rico. 

 
 THE EASTER CELEBRATION will include a social hour before the service at 9:45 or thereabouts.  Coffee, tea, fruit, 

pastries, including hot cross buns will be served before the service.  Please come - encourage friends and family 
to come.  Thanks to the McLaughlin family for volunteering! 

 
 GREAT NEWS!  Good Shepherd has officially grown in membership.  Marsha Anderson’s letter of transfer 

has arrived from her church in Norfolk, Virginia.  We are excited to recognize her on April 22 as a new 
member. 

 
April 22 is also the date we would like to especially recognize Larry Bucknam for his decades-long stint as 
church treasurer.  Another great Sunday to plan on!  You just aren’t going to want to miss any of these 
Sundays.  Good for the church and good for the soul! 

 
 BUILDING PROJECTS are in progress and planned.  Michelle Haberman and Karen Mason are updating the 

bathrooms with Richard’s generous help.  Check out the snappy bead board ceilings and baseboards. 
 

We’re planning on spring landscaping of the west and north sides of the church.   
 

The summer project will focus on fixing the cracks in the walls of the church hall and entryway as well as 
painting. 

 
The kitchen update is a possibility - at least new appliances. 

 
Slowly but surely, we have a church home we are proud of! 
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St.  Mark’s Episcopal Church 
10:00 AM    Sunday Holy Eucharist 
 
Apr 1 Easter Service, 10:00 a.m. 
 Easter Dinner, 11:30 a.m. 
Apr 4 Bible Study, 5:45 p.m. 
Apr 11 Vestry Meeting 6:00 p.m. 
Apr 18 Bible Study, 5:45 p.m. 
Apr 25 Bible Study, 5:45 p. 
 
 
Good Shepherd Episcopal Church 
10:30 AM    Sunday Holy Eucharist 
 
Apr 1 Pancake Breakfast, 9:45 a.m. 
 Easter Service, 10:45 a.m. 
Apr 14 Saturday Evening Service, 5:00 p.m. 
 


