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~DAY BY DAY~

“Be Kind, Please! It’s Just Better that Way?”

He has told you, O mortal, what is good;
and what does the LORD require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?

(Micah, Chapter 6)
Every time I read or hear the words, “Love one another,” I translate them immediately into “Please be kind.” And often the
whole of Church history flashes by my face. Through the rubble of all the lynchings, wars, madness and witch hunts,
judgments, errors and evils—and amidst all the church's victories for good—if amidst all of that, we could retrieve just one
thing from the ashes of time – and that one thing was “Love one another” (please be kind), it would be enough.
“Please be kind” would be enough to describe the church in its best moments, and the highest purposes given the church
in the young one from Nazareth. Simple. And enough. And if we really lived that way, it would be enough. Enough to
remake the world, enough to discover fire for a second time.
An Eastern mystic was quoted, saying: “Love one another; be kind to one another. And if you can't do either, at least do
no harm.” Simple. Of course. If it were complex, we could hide behind its complexity and claim the inability to live that
way because we “just don't understand.” Yet because it's so simple, we mostly ignore it.
But some don't.
Jesus didn't.
Kindness was his way.
Be kind, please, it's just better that way!
With love and prayers, Fr. Richard
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March 29 ~ Palm Sunday
St. Mark’s ~ 9:00 a.m.
Good Shepherd ~ 11:15 a.m.

April 2 ~ Maundy Thursday
The Liturgy of Maundy Thursday
Good Shepherd ~ 5:00 p.m.
St. Mark’s ~ 7:30 p.m.

April 3 ~ Good Friday
Stations of the Cross at all three services:
St. Mark’s ~ 12:10 p.m.
Good Shepherd ~ 5:00 p.m.
St. Mark’s ~ 7:30 p.m.

April 5 ~ Easter Day
The Holy Eucharist
St. Mark’s ~ 9:00 a.m.
Good Shepherd – 11:15 a.m.

We are looking for lectors for our Maundy Thursday service as well as
volunteers for the foot washing. Please let Fr. Richard or the office know if
you can participate.
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PICTURE MEMORIES.
from the

JELL-O PARTY
Hosted by the Covenant Committee
between Good Shepherd & St. Mark’s
Saturday, March 14, 2015, 6:00PM
Good Shepherd, Webster City

Bring Jell-O
(either your favorite fruit, vegetable or
dessert concoction or ???)
BE CREATIVE
The Committee will furnish Loose Meat
Sandwiches, Potato Salad and Chips.
Bring empty Jell-O Box to register for a Prize.
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(There are several upcoming events in churches in the Fort Dodge/Webster City area over the next couple of
months, and in an effort to unite Christ’s church as a body we are publishing information on this page.)

- EASTER MORNING -

-

JOIN AREA CHURCHES IN A COMMUNITY
WORSHIP SERVICE
COMMUNION WILL BE SERVED

Annual Rummage Sale
for Missions
First United Methodist Church

127 N 10th Street, Fort Dodge
Friday, May 15, 8:00 am – 4:30 pm
Saturday, May 16, 8:00 am – 12:00 pm

 Donations accepted from anyone between
May 1 and May 13.
 “Sneak-peek” sale Thurs, May 14, 4:006:00 p.m.
$2 donation required to
enter.
 Saturday is $2 per bag day with half
price on large items.
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Paw Prints from St. Mark’s
 The Jell-O Party at Good Shepherd on March 14 was a huge success with service beginning at 5:00.
Everyone enjoyed delicious food. The Jell-O offerings were creative with a huge variety. Adding to the fun
was the contest for the most creative and the most beautiful. Jane Martin won the prize for the best
creation—a $25 gift certificate to Applebee’s. After cleaning up, the Apples to Apples game was brought
out and thoroughly enjoyed by those who stayed for the fun and games.

EASTER MORNING PANCAKES:

Come to the Ecumenical Easter
Service at the Fort Dodge Middle School (see notice on page 4) and then join
your St. Mark’s family in Taylor Hall at 8:00 a.m. for a hearty pre-church service
breakfast of pancakes, eggs, and sausage! Our famous chefs Ron Ely and Jim
Schreier will be cooking flapjacks again with faithful helpers Shannon Ely and
Anna Bacon on hand to serve. (You don’t have to attend the Ecumenical
service—just come early for the St. Mark’s service, which starts at 9:00 a.m. to
enjoy this wonderful breakfast and time of fellowship.)

 Many thanks to Sue Blanchard, Diane Burch, Cheri Cerwick, Margo Daniel, Mary Duro, Dawn Ely, Shannon
Ely, Fr. Richard, Karla Skaggs, and Joanne Tjelmeland who helped with the brass polishing and making
palm crosses last Friday!!. The Altar Guild could not have done it without all of them!

 A CELEBRATION OF MUSIC: The Iowa Central Community College Choir, under the direction of St. Mark’s
music director Kathleen Schreier, will present a program in the St. Mark’s sanctuary at Noon on Friday,
April 24. A freewill donation will be received to support TRiO, the Student Support Services Program at
ICCC. Following the service, please join Kathleen and the musicians in Taylor Hall for a luncheon.

 Vestry Retreat: The St. Mark’s vestry spent a day and a half at Twin Lakes Bible Camp March 6-7 for
fellowship, and to plan for the building up of our congregation. Cathleen Bascom, Episcopal priest from
Forest City, led the group in a reverent experience about spiritual leadership, and some new ideas on the
subject of church organization were presented by Reverend Loren Shellabarger, guest facilitator from the
Presbyterian church in Algona. Watch for sign-up sheets in the near future for newly created commissions,
so you can be involved with serving the community and your St. Mark’s family.

 Church Women United: The next meeting of CWU will be held April 13 at 1:30 p.m. at Corpus Christi
Parish, 405 North 8th Street. A Bible study will be led in conjunction with May Friendship Day.

Easter Season Pulpit Exchange
On Sunday, April 26, Fr. Richard and Fr. Aaron Hudson will be
changing places in their respective churches to lead the morning service.
Please come and greet Fr. Aaron that Sunday as he returns to us (with Clara?) to lead our
congregations in worship at both St. Mark’s and Good Shepherd.

“WOOLKLIPPINGS”
FROM GOOD SHEPHERD
 The walls at Good Shepherd are talking: “It has been awhile since I have been painted. With time I’ve
grown weary and worn as you have walked through my doors to seek sanctuary from the outside din. As
you walked I allowed the trash to build up in hopes that you would stop and look at my façade. Last year
over 15 pick-up loads of leaves, brush, pop bottles, a beer can or two, newspapers, bags and two pumpkins
discarded here and there were finally removed. This year two loads have been taken and this time two
dead cats. Up and close you would have noticed I am falling down. A paint job will no longer do. My flat
roofs are now needing to be replaced before major leeks ensue and damage my interior, too. My beams
that support the A-frame structure that are exposed have begun to deteriorate to; the point of needing
wrapped to prevent structure collapse. My covering on the “new” addition is tattered and falling apart my
4 foot by 8 foot vertical siding has served me well but now it’s time for a new wrap. So while you are at it
would you please stop to look at my horizontal siding that has been patched throughout the years when
first I rose to provide you a place to worship our worthy God? A stone and steel siding is what my
committee has proposed. The time is near if I’m to continue to serve the refuge you seek. So come look,
listen, and poke not too hard lest a hole you make.”
The Building and Grounds Committee has proposed a roof replacement on the flat roofs and stone accent
on the outside north sanctuary wall with steel siding on all other exterior walls. Several samples of stone
and colored siding will be on display for you to give input before proceeding with August 2015 action. No
ladders will be set up for you to look at the roof, but please get up and personal with the outside walls.
Look at the well-worn siding, the weakened beams that are exposed to the weather. Don’t forget to go into
the courtyard to inspect the windows along the sanctuary walls.
It is a remodel and if you have never remodeled be aware these are estimates only. They are the best as
who know what may be found under past patches and repairs. The contractors are local and do excellent
work. Jerry Widick, owner of Webster City Roofing, and Vic Jelinek, contractor artisan, have been selected
to do the job.
Jerry does Fareway’s statewide flat roof repairs and replacement. Vic has done work for several members
of our parish family. You can check out the excellent detail work he has done in the local Asbury Methodist
Church sanctuary and offices. And, he is presently remodeling their kitchen area.
We need your input and support if we are to succeed as we move forward. “Times they are a changing.” If
the foundation that the first members of this congregation preserved and passed to the present members
is to be passed to a future membership, we must act now. ~ Richard Mason



Acolyte and Lay Reader Training: Getting ready for Easter was sometimes like "herding cats". Four
youngsters and five adults grew in the servant ministries of acolytes and lay readers. Father Richard
patiently, with good humor and love, spent two Monday afternoons in March training. It was adorable.
Judy McLaughlin provided treats both afternoons. Hunter, Clare, Alura Sue, and Khaiana are the new
acolyte angels at Good Shepherd. They join Katie, Zac and Joel who will be relieved to have the help. New
adult acolytes, Kelly, Rhonda, Deb and Judy join Richard. Just like the gospel candle never burns alone,
Father Richard shouldn't either, with all of these new servant ministers. Our children acolytes are the
centerpiece of the slideshow on www.goodshepherdwcia.org. Check them out! Easter service will be

mighty fine at Good Shepherd. New lay readers and Eucharistic ministers are Kelly, Rhonda and Richard.
Thanks be to God.

 Many thanks to all: Adrianne and Justin Hilts with Jasmine Flowerday would like to express their gratitude
for all of the support given to their families after the fire tore through their home. Good Shepherd opened
an account for donations. As of now, $2815 has been donated. The girls were stunned by the whole
community support. They are now in temporary housing in Webster City and plan on rebuilding their
house. Hunter, at Sunday school, said, "it's only stuff. Our family is safe and that's what's important." The
Flowerday/Hilts thank everyone for their generous support but would like all to know that the insurance
company has been very fair. If you plan on giving anything, they feel you should give to others in greater
need.

 Missionary Trip: The Bishop's Committee authorized $50.00 for Shelby Janssen, our former musician, to go
on a missionary trip to Peru this summer. She will be part of building a community center, cleaning up
dumps and working with children. More important than money, we give Shelby our prayers, which she
asked for.

 Covenant Relations: We had a great time with St. Mark's on Saturday, March 12 (see pictures on page 3).
It was a Jell-O experience. The Covenant team planned a great event.

 Website (www.goodshepherdwcia.org) update:
Changes:
New season – Lent / Coming season - Easter
New slideshow - Acolyte and lay reader training / New photos on "What's Happening?"
Updated monthly calendar
Monthly newsletter on "Links"
New photos throughout the site
Members are coming soon - keep checking!

 Good Shepherd Dates to Remember:
EASTER – Coffee and rolls at 10:00 a.m.
Holy Eucharist 11:15 a.m.
April 19 – Bishop’s Committee meeting following the service
May 3 – Graduation Sunday. Antrez Conley, Joel Haberman, and Zac Katschke will be honored by their
Good Shepherd family.
 Thoughts from the Senior Warden: Good Shepherd Bishop's Committee will have an informal get together
for conversation on April 18 from 2:00 to 5:00 at Deb Leksell's house. It's too informal to be called a
retreat, but may help us reach common ground on our future direction from transitional ministry to
building concerns to growth in all that it encompasses (spiritual, material, new family). We ask your prayers
for this time.

