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The Beloved Community Initiative offers training opportunities for youth and adults from across the state to 
learn to recognize and respond to bias and racism (our own and others’), to build equitable relationships, to 
communicate effectively across difference, and to develop strategies to challenge organizational barriers to 
inclusion and facilitate change. 
 
Dismantling Racism training is required of all lay and ordained leaders in the church (including vestries, search 
committees, diocesan leadership, etc.), and recommended for all other leaders and members of the church.  
The training day has been restructured to reflect The Episcopal Church's commitment to this work as part of 
our lifelong spiritual formation and our church's long-term commitment to racial justice, healing, and 
reconciliation.  Ideally, every chapter will schedule a training day in their area or take part in a neighboring 
chapter's. 
 
Currently, we are aware of two churches that have scheduled a Dismantling Racism Training session: 
 

Christ Church, Cedar Rapids 9:00-3:30pm on Saturday, June 22 
 

and 
 
St. John’s, Mason City will be incorporating the Dismantling Racism training within the North Central 

Chapter meeting beginning at 9:30am on Saturday, September 21. 
 
St. Mark’s in Fort Dodge is also planning to schedule a training day for sometime this summer, with the hope 
that it can be an ecumenical experience within the community and with nearby churches.  More information 
will be disbursed as details become known. 

Paw Prints & WoolKlippings 

http://www.goodshepherdwcia.org/
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St. Mark’s was able to award scholarships from the Martin Education Fund to four very deserving young 
ladies for the 2019-20 school year.  Sarah Seaba, daughter of Troy and Lynn Seaba from St. Mark’s, and 
Katie Haberman, Noelle Katschke, and Ursula Leksell from Good Shepherd all qualified to receive a grant 
from the fund.  

      
 Sarah Seaba of St. Mark’s Ursula Leksell, Katie Haberman, and Noelle Katschke, all of 

                                     Good Shepherd 

 TO ALL!! 
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I had the opportunity to attend the Diocesan Clergy Conference in Cedar Falls two 

weeks ago.  We attended presentations from around the Diocese on what folks 

are doing in their area and parishes.  I was inspired by the many different areas 

of interest and ways people are connecting and speaking the Kingdom of God, 

right here in Iowa.  But what really struck me is how “on fire” this parish in Fort 

Dodge is.  This congregation continues to work hard and is open to ideas and 

taking on projects; stepping outside the comfort zone and expanding Christ’s love 

into the community. 

This first weekend in June, St. Mark’s is holding a Hot Dog feed after the Frontier Days parade.  This is 

a fundraiser and fellowship opportunity that was discussed just two weeks ago in vestry and now we 

are following through and holding our feed in the church parking lot. 

 

The same evening St. Mark’s, in collaboration with Grace Lutheran Church, will be holding a Compline 

Service at the little church at Frontier Village.  Grace Lutheran Church will be holding an Old 

Fashioned Hymn Singalong from 2 to 5 pm and our Compline service will be at 6 pm.  All are invited to 

participate in the sing as well as the early evening service. 

 
June 11 is the Ft. Dodge clean-up day.  WEAR YOUR ST. MARK’S SHIRTS!! 
 

Time is drawing to a close to consider your individual gift to the GILEAD campaign.  I confess, I have 

been hot and cold on the whole idea of yet another request for money.  That said, with prayerful 

discernment and continuing to arm myself with information, I think for me, I must come from a place of 

abundance instead of scarcity.  “Everything comes from Thee, O Lord, and of Thine own have we 

given Thee.”  The monies pledged can be designated in part, back to the parish, or to any number of 

resources. Please see IowaShare.org/GILEAD for more information. I will also be continuing to talk 

about this program that will strengthen not only projects in our diocese but has the potential to 

empower and encourage so much more.  I strongly encourage you to consider this stewardship gift.  

 

At May’s vestry meeting it was decided the parking lot entrance door would be locked at 10:00 a.m. 

when church services start. The other two outside doors on the north and west would remain open. 

The decision was made due to safety concerns and the inability to monitor people coming in our 

building and without our knowledge during services.  Again, access to the church is still available 

through the other entrances. 

 
God Bless you this Summer, 
Rev. Kris+ 
Curate, St. Mark’s 
 

 
 The month of May was a bit quiet, but June has started out with a bang.  For Frontier Days, St. Mark’s had a Hot 

Dog Fundraiser in the church parking lot after the parade on Saturday.  They managed to raise almost $400! 

Paw Prints from St. Mark’s 

A Note from Our… 

https://www.curatesolutions.com/


 

4 

    
 

    
 

       
In the evening, things quieted down as Rev. Kris Leaman, Curate at St. Mark’s, led a Compline service in the little 
church out at Frontier Village.  It was an Ecumenical effort with Roberta Bochtler from Grace Lutheran staying 
on from their Hymn Sing-A-Long to lead the Compline attenders in several hymns. 
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 St. Mark’s will be participating in the Annual FOD Walk on FOD (FOREIGN OBJECTS & DEBRIS) WALK:  
Tuesday, June 11 from 4-5:00 p.m.  This is a city-wide effort by various groups to clean up the streets in Fort 
Dodge by picking up stray materials along the curbs and in the parking areas.  St. Mark’s will be assigned to 
the vicinity around the church building so that walking long distances will not be involved.  If you decide to 

participate, please bring gloves and make sure to wear your new t-shirt to promote St. Mark’s. 
 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE—NEW EMAIL ADDRESS:  St. Mark’s is moving its internet provider from Frontier to 

Mediacom, resulting in the necessity to change its primary email address.  Please make sure to update your 
records with this new information: 

 
stmarksftdodge@gmail.com 

 

mailto:stmarksftdodge@gmail.com
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 FAREWELL NOTE FROM EMILY & JHO:  We just got to know them and to welcome them as St. Mark’s 

members, and now we have to say good-bye.  They are moving to Omaha in June.  Here is their heartfelt 
farewell: 

 
“We have really loved being part of the St. Mark’s community the past 2 years.  We have felt so 
welcomed and loved by all of you.  Thank you for allowing us to serve and for serving us.  Keep 
loving people like Jesus would, being a voice for the voiceless, and being a light in Fort Dodge.  We 
promise we will be back to visit our church family often!” 

 
Their new address is: Jho Calumpang & Emily Moore 
 2209 South 59th Street 
 Omaha, NE 68106 

 
 
 

 

 

“WOOLKLIPPINGS” 
FROM GOOD SHEPHERD 

 

 GRADUATION SUNDAY:  On May 12, the Good Shepherd congregation celebrated our 2019 high school 

graduates, Katie Haberman, Noelle Katschke, and Ursula Leksell with the presentation of Bibles and prayer 
during the service and cake and coffee afterward.  Congratulations to our graduates and their proud 
families! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 GILEAD INFORMATION:  Good Shepherd members and 

vestry met with Bishop Alan Scarf on Wednesday, May 
22, to learn more about the GILEAD Campaign. 

 

The goal is that we all will support, equip and 
strengthen the Episcopal Church in Iowa.  Each 
household is asked to consider giving 3% of their 
annual income for three years or give a one-time gift of 
3% of their assets.  This is over and above our regular 
annual giving.  Commitment Sunday is June 9, 2019.  
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Bishop Scarf explained for example, if one commits to $1000 to the campaign, you can designate that 80% 
or $800 comes back to Good Shepherd and the remaining $200 will go to the campaign.  Distributions will 
go for a variety of uses.  If you were unable to attend the meeting, please ask for a copy of the summary 
used to explain this giving! 

 

 PRAYERS & CONCERNS:  We are a family church, we are a praying church, we are Good Shepherd. 
 

May was difficult for many.  We grieved with Wanda and Craig’s son and daughter-in-law in the death of 
daughter-in-law Courtney’s mother in a car accident.  Tragic and not understandable…too many questions.  
All of us were shaken, but responding in prayerful concern. 

 
Nancy Dermand’s brother, Mike Parrish, recently died.  She was 
in the hospital at the time. 
 
Continuing prayers for Oakland grandchildren Elizabeth and 
Jacob, struggling with news of a classmate killing his 
grandparents and intending a school assault. 
 
Good news but continuing prayers for newly received liver 
transplant Jenna Kaminsky (Debby’s sister’s goddaughter).  
Barbara’s brother, Larry Palmer, is doing well after a kidney and 
brain tumor removed.  The prognosis is good.  David Oakland 
shared he had a good report from Mayo Clini 
 

 

 THOUGHTS ON INTERGENERATIONAL CHURCH, OUR YOUTH AND INTENTIONAL PRAYER…We created a space at 

the front of the church for the few children that showed up intermittently during the year.  It was a 
pragmatic move for the numbers, attendance and lack of church school teachers.  It was also going back to 
the church’s roots.  The whole family worshipped in church - children were not pulled out for separate 
church with an educational emphasis.  They basically absorbed church worship by being present - they 
learned the songs, the liturgy, and the prayers. 

 
Has it worked?  I think so.  The children have been respectful and comfortable.  One little one said, “I LIKE 
this church!”  

 
We welcome any child who wants to be involved - carrying the cross, lighting candles, helping at the organ, 
greeting, reading lessons, communion, sharing their gifts in many many ways…even at 5-6 years old.   

 

          
A graduating class of girls…Katie, Noelle and Ursula are moving on.  A group of “young-uns” show up now 
and then.  We will work to integrate them into our church family. 

 
Their space is sacred and joyful!  Each child is greeted by name and with joy by every adult.   Thanks be to 
God for grandparents too! 
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(Note:  the worship space was enjoyed by a family with three children during Ursula’s high school 
graduation party and became a conversation of evangelism and welcome.  YOU never know what seeds are 
planted!) 

 
Speaking of evangelism…we have been praying the intentional prayer for the ministry of Good Shepherd for 
about a year and a half.  Yes, prayer does work…so here it is again…pray it at home too: 

 

Intentional Prayer for Good Shepherd 

Loving God, 
Hold all the earth in your 
goodness, 
And make us ministers of your 
gospel. 
 
We are called to love those in 
need: 
Let us love in truth and action. 

We are called to be people of 
peace: 
Let us love one another.  
 
We are called to be people of 
healing: 
Loving God, healer of 
brokenness,  
Make us bold to share your light 
with others. 

Let us love not only God, but our 
brothers and sisters, also. 
We pray that you send us the ones 
with whom we may share your 
grace, 
And who will share God’s grace 
with us. 
 
May we abide in God’s love.  
May God’s love abide in us.  

~ Adaptations from Daily Prayer for All Seasons 

 

 THRIFT SALE:  Good Shepherd donated numerous items from their Thrift Sale to Sunset Heights Elementary 

School.  Jennifer Elsberry, para educator at the school, is loading her vehicle with items for the school nurse 
and the One Stop Shop at the school. 
 

  
The shop is for students to purchase items with points they have earned at school. 

 

 
Senior Warden, Ann McLaughlin is chilling 

at Good Shepherd’s Thrift Sale. 
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St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
10:00 AM    Sunday Holy Eucharist 
 
June 11 FOD Walk, 4:00-5:00 p.m. 
June 12 Vestry Meeting 6:00 p.m. 
June 14-16 Summer Ministry School & Retreat in Grinnell 
 
Good Shepherd Episcopal Church 
10:30 AM    Sunday Holy Eucharist 
 
June 8 Saturday Evening Service, 5:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


