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Presiding Bishop Curry’s Christmas 

Message 2018 
 

In the Third Chapter of John’s Gospel, Jesus says at 

one point, “God so loved the world that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that all who believe in him should 
not perish but have everlasting life.” 
 
For years, I’ve often thought that that passage only 
referred to Jesus giving his life as a sacrifice on the 
cross. And to be sure, that is part of what it means. 
But some years ago I was reading a commentary by 
Raymond Brown, on the Gospel of John, and 
Professor Brown said that that passage not only 
speaks of Jesus willingly giving his life on the cross, 
but it actually speaks of Christmas, of God giving his 
very self, his very son to the world, not for anything 
God could get out of it, but for the good and the 
welfare and the well-being of the world. Of us. 
 
Someone once said, in a Christmas poem, “Love 
came down at Christmas.”  That’s what love is.  To 
give, and not to count the cost.  To give, not for what 
one can get, but for what the other can receive. That’s 
what love is. God so loved the world, that he gave. 
 
I realized recently how powerful that passage really 
is, when I saw an old poster from 1938.  A poster 
produced by the Episcopal Church at that time, to 
encourage Episcopalians and other Christians, and 
other people of faith and good will, to do whatever 
they could to help Jewish refugees fleeing tyranny in 
Europe.  To help people from all over Europe 
seeking refuge in America, this land of freedom. The 
poster depicts Mary, Joseph, and the baby Jesus.  
They’re fleeing persecution in Palestine, as 
Matthew’s Gospel says. And the poster depicting 
Mary, Joseph, and Jesus says in the tag line, “In the 
name of these refugees, help all refugees.” 
 
God so loved the world, that he gave, even to the 
point of risking his own son.  And in the name of 
those refugees, in the name of that Jesus, help all  

 
refugees, all people who suffer, anyone who’s alone, 
everyone who is in need.  That’s what love does. 
 
Love came down at Christmas, because God so 
loved the world, that he gave. 
 

In those days, a decree went out from the Emperor 

Augustus, that all the world should be registered.  

Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in 

Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 

Bethlehem because he was a descendent from the 

House of David. He went to be registered with 

Mary, to whom he was engaged, and who was 

expecting a child. While they were there, she gave 

birth to her first-born son, and wrapped him in 

bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, because 

there was no place for them in the inn. 
 
Meanwhile, in that region, there were shepherds, 

living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 

by night.  Then the angel of the Lord stood above 

them. And the glory of the Lord shone round about 

them, and they were terrified. The angel said unto 

them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I am bringing 

you good news of great joy for all people. To you is 

born this day, in the City of David a Savior, who is 

the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign.  You will 

find the child wrapped in bands of cloth, lying in a 

manger.” 
 
And suddenly, there was with the angels a multitude 

of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest, and peace to all 

people on earth.” 
 
Have a blessed Christmas. Have a merry Christmas. 
Have a joyful Christmas. 
 
God love you, God bless you, and may God hold us 
all in those almighty hands of love. 
 
The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry 
Presiding Bishop and Primate 
The Episcopal Church 

Paw Prints & WoolKlippings 

http://www.goodshepherdwcia.org/
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   Many hands from St. Mark’s joined together on Sunday,  “SEASON OF GIVING” SPAGHETTI DINNER:

December 2, to once again sponsor a fundraiser for an organization in the community.  And in spite of the 
nasty weather, they served just short of 200 people with the proceeds benefiting the new women’s shelter, 
the Lotus Community Project.  The church was able to raise over $1375 to help with the renovating of a 
donated building, which will accommodate around 30 women and children. 

   
  Part way through  
 

   
     Paul Rodenborn dishes up a serving. The crowd seemed to come in shifts. Jessica Troutwine & Ashley Vaala from 

              Lotus Community Project 

   The Altar Guild was blessed with an abundance of workers DECORATING THE CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS EVE:
to share in the preparations for the evening: 

    

Paw Prints from St. Mark’s 

Margo waiting to begin Having fun at the serving line 
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   Our wonderful music director, Kathleen Schreier, WOWED us again this holiday season CHRISTMAS EVE:
with the lovely Christmas music and talented special musicians she lined up.  Included in the mix were two 
of Bishop Michael’s children, Dr. Andrew Last and Gretchen Last Stanley, as well as Sean Kramer, the son of 
St. Mark’s parishioners Tom and Joanne Kramer.  Kathleen’s own son, Denis Kelleher, accompanied 
musicians on percussion, and both current and former cantors for St. Mark’s were on hand to lend their 
wonderful voices to various solos and groups.  A frequent addition to the service music, Bill Sergeant played 
his violin in a beautiful rendition of “Ave Maria.”  Beth Collins and son Nash Terry also played a violin duet 
to open the Service of Lessons & Carols, which followed the Christmas caroling session. 

        
 Beth & Nash on violin with children preparing to sing 

 

     
 Bill Sergeant Leading the carols Andrew Last solo 
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  we’re asking you to “SAVE THE DATE” for the St. Mark’s Annual Meeting DESPITE WHAT THE CARTOON SAYS,
to be held at the conclusion of the church service February 10.  According to the Canons of the Episcopal 
Church, every congregation meets once a year to review the year past, accept reports, and elect 
congregational representatives to a Vestry or Bishop’s Committee and to the Annual Diocesan Convention.  
Following the business meeting, a meal will be served in Taylor Hall, so bring your ideas, comments, and 
decision-making skills to share in the concerns of the upcoming year at St. Mark’s. 

 
 

 

 

 
“WOOLKLIPPINGS” 

FROM GOOD SHEPHERD 
 
 FAREWELL:  We bid adieu to the Rev. Kris Leaman, who has added a depth of humor, humbleness and 

humanity to Good Shepherd over the last couple of years.  She is thrilled to become a curate at St. Mark’s 
at least through Easter.  We are thrilled for her!  St. Mark’s receives a precious gift!  The Holy Spirit moveth! 

 

 BAZAAR & SOUP LUNCHEON:  Neither snow nor rain nor ice will stop the 

merry band of folks at Good Shepherd.   
 

We were a bit nervous with the icy conditions on December 1.  We had an 
amazing day in spite of the weather and our worries.  Ann McLaughlin 
contacted a group of locals on a bus traveling home from San Antonio.  They 
were told that Joan Haberman and Ann would be open for soup sales and 
other items on Monday morning.  We also passed the word to other friends.  
We had a wonderful turn out for our closing sale on Monday.  Our friendly 
customers were as happy to see us as we were to see them.  We had our best 
soup sales ever with our two-day sale. 
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 A CHRISTMAS MIRACLE!:  Or as Mary Jane Oakland would put it in her Christmas Eve sermon, a Christmas 

surprise!  Good Shepherd is blessed with people who care.  They cared enough to commit to a total redo of 
the outside of the church, exchanging rotted wood with steel siding, new windows, beautiful windows, new 
flooring…(reread Richard’s letter).  We have a lovely church building. 

 
We have people who care about each other and our community and the world.  Outreach is important to 
us.  Rhonda and Judy managed an anonymous gift to us to provide assistance to those less fortunate.  Our 
whole church gifts several organizations that make a difference - self-help in Ghana, the Episcopal Relief 
and Development Fund, the domestic shelter, the youth and family center, to name a few. 

 
But, on the 23rd as I looked around church, I thought…where are the children?  Our youngest age present 
had passed 40.  We’ve always had children to help decorate the tree and set up the crèche for Christmas 
Eve.  This time we didn’t.  Yes, we had been gifted with a visitor but sadly no children.  So I prayed…where 
are the children? 

 
Christmas Eve was wonderful.  I looked out the window and saw three, no four, cars pull up disgorging 
strangers WITH CHILDREN - young ones, teenagers and parents and grandparents.  Joan had invited friends 
with the enticement of beautiful music and a convenient time.  They came for the worship because it was 
important to celebrate the real meaning of Christmas…they came for the sublime music of Don and Delayna 
Beattie and our beautiful acoustics…they came for lovely words spoken and the celebration of communion 
…prayers are always answered! 

 
Miss Kenley delivered the Christ child to the manger after the Gospel reading.  It was a touching, emotion 
filled moment. 

        
         Miss Kenley brings the Christ child to the manger. Welcome the little children The Procession 

 

      
   Sublime music 

 A CHRISTMAS GATHERING:  Thanks to the McLaughlins for inviting the church to their home for an after 

service party.  This tradition is so welcoming to those who may not have family around to celebrate and 
adds to the family goodwill of Good Shepherd members and their friends.  All are welcome! 
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 At the McLaughlins 
 

 ANNUAL MEETING:  A CHANGE! A CHANGE! A CHANGE!  Instead of the Saturday night service January 12, 

Good Shepherd is having a Sunday morning service January 13 to hold our ANNUAL MEETING.  We are 
scrambling to get the information together, but it will be done! 

 
Your job:  Come and be part of the direction of the church this coming year—budget, building projects, 
congregational growth, GILEAD.  Consider being on the Vestry and offer your gifts 

 
We’ll have pizza! 

 

 GILEAD…WHAT IS IT?  Growing Iowa Leaders - a serious program of renewal, revival and change for the 

Episcopal Church.  We are at a challenging crossroads with declining membership and participation in a 
world that has grown increasingly complex with critical needs.  Look for more information as we grow into 
this challenge. 

 

 ENGAGING ALL DISCIPLES!  We kicked it off with Revival!  This year we explored our needs and challenges 

with regional workshops and expert leaders.  This coming year we are ENGAGING ALL DISCIPLES! 
 

January 23 - Wednesday evening in Algona planning for Engaging All Disciples Day with St. Thomas and St. 
Marks.  See Ann McLaughlin if you are able to go for carpooling.  It is a commitment, but a valuable one, in 
personal growth and Good Shepherd’s growth. 

 
• Check-in about what is emerging for you in the wake of your Growing Iowa Leaders day and Revival 

2017. 
• Identify passions for ministry within your congregations and link them with learning cohorts that will be 

developing in 2019. 
• Plan for your Engaging All Disciples day, the meal, and the worship service. 
• We'll also have some time to share more about how to become a Collaborating Partner Congregation in 

the GILEAD Campaign and the benefits in doing so. 
 

July 13, Saturday - Engaging All Disciples Day 
 
Engaging our stories (Evangelism) 
Engaging new generations of faith (understanding the spiritual landscape of today) 
Engaging creative ways of worship including music, liturgical design, renewing worship space; 
Engaging resources – personal stewardship and care of creation; 
Engaging discipleship through the Way of Love; 
Engaging our neighbors and neighborhoods in partnering mission; and 
Engaging justice and public policy. 
 
Important work!  Commit to it! 
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The 2019 St. Mark’s Education Grants will be governed by the following revised guidelines and procedures, which will 

be published in the next three newsletters in order to provide fair notice of the opportunity within our congregations. 
 

Guidelines and Procedures 

St. Mark’s Martin Education Grants 

Revised By the Vestry on September 28, 2010 
 

 1. As redefined by amendments to the Trust Agreement, the St. Mark’s Martin Education Fund is designed to provide 

grants for educational needs of Communicants in Good Standing of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Fort Dodge, and 

Good Shepherd Episcopal Church, Webster City.  The Vestry shall inform the Education Grant Committee before any 

applications are received (prior to March 31) of the amount available for distribution in the next academic year. 

 2. There is to be an Education Grant Committee composed of three persons appointed by the Vestry and one person 

from the Vestry will serve as liaison.  Their terms will be staggered for three years so that each year a new person will 

be appointed to the committee.  The purpose of the committee will be to receive the grant applications, review them 

for completeness and then make a recommendation to the Vestry regarding how the funds should be allocated.  One 

person from the Vestry will be appointed to serve as a committee liaison. 

 3. During the months of December, January and February fair notice should be given to the parish by means of bulletins 

and the Paw Prints/Wool Clippings that education applications are available and are due by April 1.  Applications will 

be available in the office of St. Mark’s and are to be given to those who request them. 

 4. All applications for education grants must be in the office of St. Mark’s Church on or before April 1
st
.  There will be 

no exceptions to this rule.  Failure to meet this deadline with a fully completed application will disqualify the 

applicant.  The office personnel are not responsible for notifying applicants of missing data or mistakes.  This is the 

applicant’s responsibility.  A notation of date and time received will be placed on the application by someone in the 

church office. 

 5. Copies of all applications will be distributed by the parish secretary to all members of the committee.  The committee 

will review all the applications and forward their recommendations in writing to the Vestry no later than the regularly 

scheduled April Vestry meeting.  If applicants are disqualified or denied a grant, the reasons for the committee action 

should be included in the report. 

 6. The Vestry shall review the committee’s recommendations and make the awards as they deem appropriate and in 

accordance with these guidelines.  The Vestry may alter or amend the recommended awards at their discretion.  All 

applicants will be notified of the decisions regarding their grants by a letter signed by the Senior Warden, by May 1
st
.   

 7. When it is called for, the Rector, Senior Warden or a member of the Vestry shall present the award to an applicant at 

the applicant’s High School awards program.  Appropriate media announcement will also be made. 

 8. If the grant is awarded, payment will be made in two equal installments payable in July and December.  Checks will 

be made out to the school, but sent to the student.  The December distribution will not be made until the students 

unofficial transcript is received in the parish office by mail or email, demonstrating satisfactory work with a GPA of 

2.5 or above and full time status.  Notification of this requirement will be sent with the July check. 

 9. Education grants may be awarded in amounts up to $1000 per applicant per year.  An applicant may reapply each year 

for additional funds using the same form, provided the applicant has demonstrated satisfactory work with a GPA of 

2.5 or above in the previous years and is still a full time student.  The maximum number of applications is five (5) 

years. 

10. The Grant awards shall take into account the following criteria: 

a. The Vestry may give preference to applications according to the following ranking: first, Communicants in 

Good Standing of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Fort Dodge; and second,   Communicants in Good Standing 

of Good Shepherd Episcopal Church, Webster City. 

b. Applicants should be full time students of 12 credits or more. 

c. Applicants should have a GPA of 2.5 or above and cannot be on academic probation or failing. 

d. Applicants may reapply for a total of 5 years 

11. Grant Eligibility 

Paraphrased Definition of Communicant in Good Standing 

According to the National Canons of the Episcopal Church 
 

A Communicant in Good Standing is a person who: 
 has been baptized in the name of the Trinity and said baptism has been recorded in the parish register; 
 has received Holy Communion at least three times during the preceding year; has been faithful in corporate 

worship, unless for good cause, and been faithful in working, praying, and giving for the spread of the Kingdom of 
God.  
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St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
9:00 AM    Sunday Holy Eucharist 
 
Jan 9 Vestry Meeting, 6:00 p.m. 
 
Good Shepherd Episcopal Church 
10:30 AM    Sunday Holy Eucharist 
 
Jan 13 Annual Meeting  (after morning service) 
 
 
 


