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There’s all that kind of paradox, because this is a king
who, when he comes, he doesn’t talk about any kind of
majesty or glory we conventionally associate with such
elevated worldly status
This king isn’t going to talk about the benefits of living
on the highest rung of the social ladder; no, he’s going to
talk about being hungry and naked and thirsty; and sick
and a stranger and in prison. This is not the conversation
of a normal king.
This king is going to be different, but the storyteller,
Matthew, in the opening lines, sets us up to think that
we’re going to meet a conventional king, basking in
glory.

Uncalculated Loving
Sermon preached by
Fr. Richard Graves
23 November 2014

T

oday is the Feast of Christ the King, the last
Sunday before the beginning of a new Christian
Year. Our Gospel is from Matthew (25:31-46)
and we have a narrative description of the final
judgment. Here comes the King.
Jesus said, "When the Son of Man comes in his glory,
and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne
of his glory.”
But we don’t know what this opening sentence on its
face means? You see, right away we probably think
what’s going to follow is normal, kingly stuff, and we
begin to picture Buckingham Place and a royal court.
But by the time this king stops talking, he’s in real bad
shape. This has all the paradox of the scene from Jesus’
crucifixion, when the sign “This is Jesus, the King of the
Jews,” is placed over a beaten, dying man.

atthew continues: “All the nations will be
gathered before him, and he will separate
people one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats, and he
will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the
left.”
Notice something here. The storyteller is setting us up,
because he first separates the people before he tells us
about what criteria he’s using to effect the separation.
So we see the separation going on right off the bat, and
if we’re reading this for the first time, we instantly
wonder on what basis this king divvied them up.

M
T

his was a big question in the ancient world.
What’s going to be the basis for the final
judgment? What’s it going to be? What’s on the
test? How’s God going to divide people up?
You kept the law, you didn’t.
You associated with the Romans, you didn’t. Who gets
in and who is out. How’s he going to do it?

A

nd then this is the shocker. The king divides
them up on the basis of how they treated him.
But neither group ever saw him.
Things get trickier and trickier.
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We read on. . .
“Then the king will say to those at his right hand,
`Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a
stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you
gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I
was in prison and you visited me.'
Then the righteous will answer him, `Lord, when was it
that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty
and gave you something to drink? And when was it that
we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and
gave you clothing?
nd when was it that we saw you sick or in prison
and visited you?' And the king will answer them,
`Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the
least of these who are members of my family,
you did it to me.”

A

Confusing? The one who came on the throne of glory
with all the angels is now totally identified with the least
person. Glory, in the Christian vision, is not what we
think it looks like.
This king who comes with all these trappings of
traditional majestic glory is now identified with
everything that’s the exact opposite, identified with
where the world is in pain and suffering and hurting.

T

his king is present in this vulnerable context and
he wants us to come and take care of him.
Strange, strange way to judge the world, if you
ask me.

And those who cared don’t even recognize him. But
they did it anyway. That’s the key. And what follows
now in the text makes this key point clearer.
“Then he will say to those at his left hand, `You that are
accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared
for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you
gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing
to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me,
naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in
prison and you did not visit me.'
Then they also will answer, `Lord, when was it that we
saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick
or in prison, and did not take care of you?'
Then he will answer them, `Truly I tell you, just as you
did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it
to me.' And these will go away into eternal punishment,
but the righteous into eternal life."
What’s this about? Although the first and second groups,
the righteous sheep and the accursed goats, say the same
thing – we didn’t see you—it has two different
meanings.
The righteous say, “Hey, we didn’t see you; we just saw
these people in need and we just helped out. We didn’t

see you; we just saw the hungry, the naked, the
imprisoned, but we didn’t see you.”
The second group, the accursed, they say, “We didn’t
see you! If we knew it were you, the king, we would
have been there! We would have done it.
But we didn’t know it was you. We just thought it was
some sick guy. But heck, if we’d known it was you, we
would have been there.”
ere we have Matthew’s description of truly
developed, highly evolved, Christians, whose
actions are completely uncalculated. Their
actions come from the abundance of the
richness of their inner life of the spirit.

H

They do not calculate who they are helping, because the
source of helping comes from inside them.
They do not say, “Oh, it’s the king, we’d better do
something.” No, wherever the human condition is in
pain, they reach out to it.
They are in touch with a power, a grace, inside
themselves, that is continually urging them to reach out.
They do not calculate who deserves it and who does not.
Who’s ever there, in need, to the extent you can, you just
reach out.

T

he other people, they calculated. They drew
distinctions. Their action is gauged by who is
important and who is not important.

This text points us to the impartiality of Christian
service. It’s always Christ in pain. So, this is how it
will be divided.
And just where will the division be? Where is the real
division in this text?
It’s in the minds of those who did not help, because they
had divided the world into the important and the
unimportant.
And the division they created they live in. But the others
who helped, they created no division. They just were
moved with compassion. And as a result, they live in
the world of harmony and unity.
We create your own divisions and then we have to live
in them.
Which world do we want to live in?

A

world of division, where helping is based on
the worthiness of the person to be helped, or a
world of harmony and unity, where helping is
based on the internal flow of love spilling out
in compassion.
A love that just flows and makes no distinctions.
I don’t think I have to tell you in what world the Gospel
of Jesus Christ calls us to live. God Bless You!
Love and prayers,
Fr. Richard
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Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd
Is hosting its annual

Bazaar
and
Soup Luncheon

Mark your 2015 calendars
for Saturday, January 10,
when St. Mark’s will join Good
Shepherd at its 5:00 p.m.
worship service, to be followed
by a Cabin Fever Party &
Potluck.
Menu possibilities
include chicken noodle (or other)
soup,
corn
bread,
salads,
beverages, and desserts.
Bring a dish, your favorite
board game, and join the fun!

Saturday, December 6
10 a.m.—1p.m.
Free will offering
Soup available for take-out
Located at the corner
of Sunset Drive & Mary Lane

JOB OPPORTUNITY
St. Mark’s will have an opening beginning in December for a part-time custodian
(approximately 10 hours per week). Starting wage is $10.00 to$12.00 per hour, depending
upon experience. Must be available to complete work within normal church office hours of
8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
If you know someone who does not attend St. Mark’s and would be interested in applying for the
position, please contact the church office via email or phone at the earliest opportunity. Interviews
will be starting within the next week or two.
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS:
Church Women United is pleased to
announce that the Operation Christmas
project will be located in Crossroads Mall
again this year.

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
at St. Mark’s
December 21 – 9:00 a.m. (4th Sunday of Advent)
Advent Service of Lessons & Carols
Holy Eucharist
December 24 – 8:00 p.m. (Carols at7:15 p.m.)
Christmas Eve Service
Holy Eucharist

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
at Good Shepherd
December 21 – 11:15 a.m. (4th Sunday of Advent)
Holy Eucharist
December 24 – 5:00 p.m. (Carols at 4:30 p.m.)
Christmas Eve Service
Holy Eucharist

Their purpose is to help low income families
at Christmas time. Last year they served over 450
families. They extend their service to within
Webster County as there are many elderly, low
income and unemployed in communities in this
area.
They take applications and fill boxes
according to the needs and size of the family.
Their emphasis is on families with young children.
The items they need are warm, clean clothing for
adults and children (please, no adult shoes except
boots, tennis or bedroom slippers in good
condition); sheets, blankets, towels, and other
household items; artificial Christmas trees and
decorations; and, non-perishable food. They do
not accept clothing after Dec 10. Any donated
money is used to purchase food, health care items,
socks, underwear and new toys and games. (They
do not pay bills or give money.)
Donations are accepted 9am-12pm & 1-3pm, MonFri through December 12. They are located in
Crossroads Mall, in the former Hancock Fabrics
space near Sears. The mailing address is P.O. Box
278, Fort Dodge, IA 50501, and phone number is
576-1549.

ATTENTION! If you know of a St. Mark’s or Good Shepherd college-aged student who plans to
attend college or a trade school in the fall, be sure to take a look at the “Guidelines and
Procedures” for scholarship qualification printed at the end of the newsletter. This includes
students who have already completed one or more years at a post-secondary school.

Parish Supper to Benefit ICKY”S
(Our Ecumenical Community Youth Center)
January 20, 2015
Mark your calendars! The Human Needs Commission is planning to put on a wonderful meal to
benefit this youth ministry. The date for the supper has been chosen, in part, because Fr. Richard was
ordained a priest on this date in 1979. Menu details are still being formulated and anyone wishing to
volunteer to help would be put to good use. For more information, please contact Shannon Ely, the
HNC Vestry Liaison: 408-3890.
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Paw Prints from St. Mark’s

St. Mark’s

2015 Altar Wine Dedications
John and Mary Duro
In thanksgiving for God’s many blessings

Esther Merrill
In memory of Otto and Bertha Friedrichs

Bob Smith
In thanksgiving for the wonderful years
with my wife, Lois

Mary Beth Rice and Celeste Rice
In memory of Clarence (Bud) Rice

Anonymous
In thanksgiving for the life of Jesus Christ

 Offering Envelopes: If you would like a box of offering envelopes for 2015, just initial the sign-up list in Taylor
Hall. Envelopes will be ready for pickup on the table outside the sanctuary on December 28, or sooner if you
come into the office.

 Christmas Poinsettias: Traditional Christmas decorations for the church include poinsettias. If you would like to
provide a poinsettia plant in memory or in honor of a loved one, you will find forms in the bulletins. Put the
form in the offering plate or call the church office with the information. The order will be placed on December
16. Small plants are $12 and the large ones are $20. The dedications will be listed in the Christmas Eve bulletin.

 Service of Lessons & Carols: We will have our annual “Service of Lessons & Carols” during the regular church

service on Sunday, December 21, the 4th Sunday of Advent…so come and lend your voices in song on this festive
Sunday.

 Christmas Eve Service: Come and join us on December 24 at 7:15 p.m. for singing Christmas carols prior to the
8:00 p.m. Eucharist service. Our music director Kathleen Schreier has a great agenda lined up for the Christmas
Eve music program, with special vocalists and instruments joined together in praise to the newborn King.

 2015 Annual Meeting: We are tentatively looking at Sunday, February 8 as the date for our Annual Meeting.
Further information will be forthcoming after the vestry meeting this Tuesday.

Holly Scherff's Ordination to the Transitional Diaconate
It’s not too late to plan on attending Holly’s Ordination as Deacon this Saturday,
December 6, 2014, at 2:00 p.m. at St. Paul’s Cathedral, Des Moines. We would like to get
as many of us to the Cathedral that day as possible. Please call Fr. Richard at 269-8814, or
John and Mary Duro at 573-3294 if you would like to attend, but need a ride.
Please pray for Holly as she prepares for this long-awaited opportunity to be set
apart for ordained ministry in Christ’s Church.
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“WOOLKLIPPINGS”
FROM GOOD SHEPHERD
December Bazaar & Soup Luncheon Information:

 Any and all gifts gratefully accepted. Please bring them to the Church Friday afternoon, Dec. 5 or no later than
9AM on Saturday.

 Please use crock pot liners on the vestment cabinet.
 Price lists on the vestment cabinet
 A Thanksgiving Attitude All Year: By the time this is read, we will be in the middle of a successful bazaar/soup
luncheon. This is a time when we come together as a community to serve the community. Together, we do
great things. Thanks for all who participated in any way.
Let's thank Richard Mason, who quietly sees a need and then takes care of it. His last good deed that got
noticed was in painting of the hall ceiling and the installation of 4 new light fixtures. Really impressive work. I
am certain there are lots of small things he has done that we just haven't noticed. So thanks, Richard, for those
too! You never toot your own horn!
On November 16, we welcomed Kenley Henderson to the family of God. Her baptism was a solemn but joyous
occasion that happened under the stained glass cross, in honor of her grandfather Mark Whaley and Lynn
Flowerday. The rays were so bright, it was as if he was there enjoying the baptism. Kenley has the darkest most
beautiful eyes. She solemnly watched Father Richard and clung to him as he poured water over her head. Nary
a peep. The baptism was followed by a lovely reception prepared and served by Grandmother Nancy.
Sometimes we forget what a welcoming congregation we can be. Deb Leksell's sister Suzy and brother-in-law
Tom Wren visited from Richmond, VA the morning after the English high tea at St. Mark's. Tom is especially
fond of the James Herriot books and sentimentality of that era. He was charmed by our warm, cozy building,
the old hymnal music including his favorite, All Creatures Great and Small, our incredible acoustics (at one point
he turned around to see if we had switched on a tape - he couldn't believe 26 people could make that kind of
sound), the wonderful welcome at the exchange of the peace, when everyone greeted them. Finally, he
enjoyed Father Richard's sermon and visiting with him after coffee hour. Tom was reading Zealot, the Life and
Times of Jesus of Nazareth by Reza Aslan on this visit and was impressed with the scholarship and openness of
Father Richard. He said, "If I had a priest like Father Richard in Richmond, I would go back to church." Suzy had
a great time too. It was wonderful to share our family church community with my family. Note: This was Tom's
first visit to Iowa.
I forwarded the newsletter (with Richard's sermon) to Tom. He wrote back, "I am just finishing Zealot. I will be
quite interested in your "take" on it. By the way, I read the impressive sermon of Fr. Richard to the students
(congregations). His contextual approach is not all that unlike Aslan's. And the newsletter was even more
impressive. What an active and impactful small congregation you have!" When he was speaking of that, he
meant both Good Shepherd and St. Mark's.
Our church staff, Pam and Kris, do a wonderful job on our newsletters. Another thing we take for granted.
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So, take a moment each week and thank someone in your church community. Pam, Kris, Kathleen, Denise,
Natalie, Father Richard, Richard, Joan, Tom….each one of us makes up a wonderful whole!

 It was wonderful to see Deb Conley in church after successful breast cancer surgery. She is doing well.
 About that church website at Good Shepherd…it is coming along. There is a learning curve. There was also a
time frame issue. Only one thing at a time and it did finally hit the front burner. Again, St. Markan's need to
thank Pam and Kris. One more difficult undertaking they are working on.

 Good Shepherd Church Christmas party and children's Christmas program TBA (maybe on the new website - at
least by email).

 When grandchildren come to visit, Larry Bucknam swims in delight. One week in November, he had 9 in his
class. The number of younger children can often be 4 to 6, but Clare and Khianna are the regulars. They are
delightful too!

Recent Memories at Good Shepherd
All Saints’ Sunday

What a special moving service this is at Good Shepherd. We remember those who have passed that were special in our
lives with candles, the reading of the names, the tolling of the bell and special music. At some point, the service always
moves me to tears. (Deb Leksell)

Henderson Baptism
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* * Please take time to read * *
“SOME THOUGHTS ON STEWARDSHIP…”
Stewardship is everything that we do after we say “I believe.” Stewardship is more than the annual fall fundraising necessary to pay the bills. Stewardship is about our commitment to God in thanksgiving for the
abundance in our lives. ~ Episcopal Diocese of New Jersey

So much of life is gift – we do not ask to be born, we live in a city built by generations before us, we enjoy
music composed by others, God laid out a path of salvation before we knew how to walk. It is important to be
grateful, and it is important to thank the giver. As Christians, we thank God for life in all its fullness. And one
way we thank God is to give back to God a portion of the abundance given to us, to support God’s work in
the world, through the Church.

What is the first thing you think of when you hear, "stewardship"? You probably think, "the church needs
more money", right? Well that's what most people think, but stewardship is more than that. Stewardship is a
way of life. A way of life that unlocks the resources God has blessed us with to do the work He has
commissioned us to do.

As Christian stewards, we recognize that everything we have, including our talents, our abilities, our loved
ones, our resources, our world, our faith, and our very lives are gifts from God.
We are the caretakers of these gifts, and as Christ’s stewards we are called to:
receive God’s gifts with gratitude,
cherish and tend them in a responsible and accountable manner,
share them with all in justice and love,
and return them with increase to the Lord.
The spirituality of stewardship and discipleship is both simple and complex... Simple because God's
expectation and Jesus' teachings are clear. Complex because how we, as Christians living our daily lives in a
fast paced modern world and responding to the demands of our jobs, families, friends, and church, live out
our discipleship and stewardship can vary from day to day, from moment to moment, as our focuses shift. But
God asks of only one priority -- put Him first. If we take time to put Him first, everything else will fall into
place.

 Your stewardship is deeply appreciated by the Vestry and Bishop’s Committee, the elected bodies
responsible for the financial well-being of our congregations. As they have begun the budget process for
2015, they hope members of the congregations will complete their pledge forms and return them to the
church office just as soon as possible. 
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Occasionally, there is confusion about year-end giving so you might want to read the IRS info below.
Issue Number: IRS Special Edition Tax Tip 2014-23
Six IRS Tips for Year-End Gifts to Charity
Many people give to charity each year during the holiday season. Remember, if you want to claim a tax
deduction for your gifts, you must itemize your deductions. There are several tax rules that you should know about
before you give. Here are six tips from the IRS that you should keep in mind:
1. Qualified charities. You can only deduct gifts you give to qualified charities. Use the IRS Select Check tool to
see if the group you give to is qualified. Remember that you can deduct donations you give to churches,
synagogues, temples, mosques and government agencies. This is true even if Select Check does not list them in its
database.
2. Monetary donations. Gifts of money include those made in cash or by check, electronic funds transfer,
credit card and payroll deduction. You must have a bank record or a written statement from the charity to deduct
any gift of money on your tax return. This is true regardless of the amount of the gift. The statement must show
the name of the charity and the date and amount of the contribution. Bank records include canceled checks, or
bank, credit union and credit card statements. If you give by payroll deductions, you should retain a pay stub, a
Form W-2 wage statement or other document from your employer. It must show the total amount withheld for
charity, along with the pledge card showing the name of the charity.
3. Household goods. Household items include furniture, furnishings, electronics, appliances and linens. If you
donate clothing and household items to charity they generally must be in at least good used condition to claim a
tax deduction. If you claim a deduction of over $500 for an item it doesn’t have to meet this standard if you include
a qualified appraisal of the item with your tax return.
4. Records required. You must get an acknowledgment from a charity for each deductible donation (either
money or property) of $250 or more. Additional rules apply to the statement for gifts of that amount. This
statement is in addition to the records required for deducting cash gifts. However, one statement with all of the
required information may meet both requirements.
5. Year-end gifts. You can deduct contributions in the year you make them. If you change your gift to a credit
card before the end of the year it will count for 2014. This is true even if you don’t pay the credit card bill until
2015. Also, a check will count for 2014 as long as you mail it in 2014.
6. Special rules. Special rules apply if you give a car, boat or airplane to charity. For more information visit
IRS.gov.
(If you found this Tax Tip helpful, please share it through your social media platforms. A great way to get tax
information is to use IRS Social Media. Subscribe to IRS Tax Tips or any of our e-news subscriptions.)
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The 2014 St. Mark’s Education Grants will be governed by the following revised guidelines and procedures, which will
be published in the next three newsletters in order to provide fair notice of the opportunity within our congregations.
Guidelines and Procedures
St. Mark’s Martin Education Grants
Revised By the Vestry on September 28, 2010
1. As redefined by amendments to the Trust Agreement, the St. Mark’s Martin Education Fund is designed to provide
grants for educational needs of Communicants in Good Standing of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Fort Dodge, and
Good Shepherd Episcopal Church, Webster City. The Vestry shall inform the Education Grant Committee before any
applications are received (prior to March 31) of the amount available for distribution in the next academic year.
2. There is to be an Education Grant Committee composed of three persons appointed by the Vestry and one person
from the Vestry will serve as liaison. Their terms will be staggered for three years so that each year a new person will
be appointed to the committee. The purpose of the committee will be to receive the grant applications, review them
for completeness and then make a recommendation to the Vestry regarding how the funds should be allocated. One
person from the Vestry will be appointed to serve as a committee liaison.
3. During the months of December, January and February fair notice should be given to the parish by means of bulletins
and the Paw Prints/Wool Clippings that education applications are available and are due by April 1. Applications will
be available in the office of St. Mark’s and are to be given to those who request them.
4. All applications for education grants must be in the office of St. Mark’s Church on or before April 1 st. There will be
no exceptions to this rule. Failure to meet this deadline with a fully completed application will disqualify the
applicant. The office personnel are not responsible for notifying applicants of missing data or mistakes. This is the
applicant’s responsibility. A notation of date and time received will be placed on the application by someone in the
church office.
5. Copies of all applications will be distributed by the parish secretary to all members of the committee. The committee
will review all the applications and forward their recommendations in writing to the Vestry no later than the regularly
scheduled April Vestry meeting. If applicants are disqualified or denied a grant, the reasons for the committee action
should be included in the report.
6. The Vestry shall review the committee’s recommendations and make the awards as they deem appropriate and in
accordance with these guidelines. The Vestry may alter or amend the recommended awards at their discretion. All
applicants will be notified of the decisions regarding their grants by a letter signed by the Senior Warden, by May 1st.
7. When it is called for, the Rector, Senior Warden or a member of the Vestry shall present the award to an applicant at
the applicant’s High School awards program. Appropriate media announcement will also be made.
8. If the grant is awarded, payment will be made in two equal installments payable in July and December. Checks will
be made out to the school, but sent to the student. The December distribution will not be made until the students
unofficial transcript is received in the parish office by mail or email, demonstrating satisfactory work with a GPA of
2.5 or above and full time status. Notification of this requirement will be sent with the July check.
9. Education grants may be awarded in amounts up to $1000 per applicant per year. An applicant may reapply each year
for additional funds using the same form, provided the applicant has demonstrated satisfactory work with a GPA of
2.5 or above in the previous years and is still a full time student. The maximum number of applications is five (5)
years.
10. The Grant awards shall take into account the following criteria:
a. The Vestry may give preference to applications according to the following ranking: first, Communicants in
Good Standing of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Fort Dodge; and second, Communicants in Good Standing
of Good Shepherd Episcopal Church, Webster City.
b. Applicants should be full time students of 12 credits or more.
c. Applicants should have a GPA of 2.5 or above and cannot be on academic probation or failing.
d. Applicants may reapply for a total of 5 years
11. Grant Eligibility
Paraphrased Definition of Communicant in Good Standing
According to the National Canons of the Episcopal Church
A Communicant in Good Standing is a person who:
 has been baptized in the name of the Trinity and said baptism has been recorded in the parish register;
 has received Holy Communion at least three times during the preceding year;
 has been faithful in corporate worship, unless for good cause, and been faithful in working, praying, and giving for
the spread of the Kingdom of God.
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O Holy Night

